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On December 29, 1831, a number of citizens, gathered chiefly 
through the efforts of Jonathan P. Cushing, President of 
Hampden-Sidney College, met in the Hall of the House of 
Delegates in the Virginia State Capitol. Dr. Cushing (who 
can justly be styled the father of the Virginia Historical So- 
ciety) called the meeting to order, John Floyd, then Governor, 
was made chairman and John Hampden Pleasants, secretary, 
and the Society was organized with Chief Justice Marshall as 
President. 

James Madison was the first honorary member and Robert 
E. Lee a later one. 

From that night in Christmas week, ninety-four years ago, 
until 1893. the Society had many abiding places; but no home 
all its own. 

At one time the Executive Committee busied itself over the 
design for a seal. Through a long period of years Noah’s dove, 
the Wandering Jew or the Flying Dutchman would have seemed 
appropriate emblems. 

For a few years after its formation the Society flourished. 
Then, for reasons which no record explains, interest decreased 
and a dormant period followed. A minute made at a time when 
there were living men whose memories went back to 1831, 
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states that there were probably meetings of the Executive 
Committee of which no record remained. Neither do we 
know where the collections were kept ;* but kept they cer- 
tainly were for we still have articles given in 1831-1838. 

In 1847 when the Society was reorganized, rooms were 
rented in the third story of “Mr. Minor’s New Law Building”. 
This house, which is still standing, was built partly on land 
acquired from the State and partly on Franklin street, and 
adjoined, on the east, the Whig building at the northwest cor- 
ner of Franklin and Governor. The two houses have long 
since been used as one. Mr. B. B. Minor, the owner, was 
active in the affairs of the Society and had been editor of the 
Southern Literary Messenger, which was then published from 
this building. 

The rooms of the Society, close to its birthplace, overlooked 
the Capitol Square. A link connecting the present with the 
past is that “Minor’s Law Building” is only a few yards from 
the place where our good friends of The Old Dominion Press 
now publish our Magazine. 

In 1853 the City of Richmond gave the Society, free of 
charge, rooms in the Athenaeum building at the northeast cor- 
ner of 10th and Marshall, and, for a time, donated $150.00 
a year for the purchase of books. Here, too, we should have 
felt at home, for the former residence of our first President, 
John Marshall, was only a square away. 

The Athenaeum was originally intended for a school and 
was built in 1835 under the supervision of Dr. John Brock- 
enbrough, president of the Richmond Academy Association. 
The Academy was very successful under its first teachers, 
William Burke (who had taught Poe), Claudius Crozet, the 
eminent engineer, and his successor, Socrates Maupin, a dis- 
tinguished scholar. Later, patronage failed and the house was 
used for other purposes and named The Athenaeum. 

In the days when the Society had rooms there the Athenaeum 
was a pleasant place. It was a favorite haunt of young Ed- 


* Since the above was written it has been ascertained that in 1835 the Trustees 


of the Richmond Academy offered the Society a room. 
collections remained there during the dormant period. 
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THe or tHe House or DELEGATES 


From the H. P. Cook Collection of His- 
torical Photographs, Richmond, Va. 
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ward Valentine, and our honored President has happy memories 
of the good talk on books and art to be had there, of John 
R. Thompson, then editing the Southern Literary Messenger, 
whose office was in the building, of Galt the sculptor in his 
studio, and of jolly groups of which G. P. R. James, British 
Consul, was frequently a member and who, though his stories 
ran so steadily to solitary horsemen, proved a genial com- 
panion. Mr. Valentine, with his wonderful memory, makes 
that far off Athenaeum time very real and one almost feels 
as if he were sitting by his side hearing Thackeray lecture 
in the hall. 

These were also prosperous years with William Maxwell 
issuing the first really important publication of the Society, 
The Virginia Historical Register. But the city sold the Athe- 
naeum and the Historical Society had to move. For some 
months, until arrangements could be made to obtain new 
quarters, the portraits were placed in the Capitol, and the 
books and other parts of the collection boxed and stored. 

In October 1858 the Society rented rooms in the new 
Mechanics Institute building on 9th street opposite Bank, and 
removed its affects. It is difficult to make a complete and safe 
transfer of such collections and as late as July 26, 1860, there 
were manuscripts in the State Library belonging to the Society. 
Dr. Barney was requested by the Executive Committee to 
examine and arrange them and bring them to their proper 
place. 

The fair prospect continued. Never in its history had the 
Society been more sucessful, received more valuable gifts and 
pledges of support. A plan was on foot to build a fire-proof 
house and the site chosen was at 8th and Franklin, half a 
square from our present home. 

Then, in 1861, came the crash. The effects of war were 
soon felt. In the latter part of 1861 the Confederate Govern- 
ment demanded the Mechanics Institute Building and the War 
Department occupied it. History was no longer recorded 
there, but made. A bronze tablet recently placed by the Ki- 
wanis Club commemorates the War Department. 
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An interesting event of the last year at the Mechanics 
Institute was the gift to the Society of the books of the old 
Richmond Library, which had done much good in the city, 
but which had, in October 1861, decided to dissolve. We 
still have many volumes with the Richmond Library labels. 

When war came the officers and committeemen showed the 
metal of which they were made. By long and careful saving 
and hard work an endowment of $4,614.50 had been accumu- 
lated and invested in Virginia State and Richmond City bonds. 
The Executive Committee directed that these bonds be sold 
and the proceeds lent to the Confederate Government. $6,100.00 
worth of bonds and interest bearing notes were purchased. 
In regard to these one cannot do better than quote Mr. Joseph 
Bryan in his first presidential address, December 14, 1893, at 
the first annual meeting held in the “Lee House”. 

“These original bonds and notes are in our possession and 
have been transferred from our treasury to our archives, 
where they will remain as a perpetual memorial of the par- 
ticipation of our Society, to its utmost ability, in the disasters 
and losses which befell our people, whose history was never 
more glorious than at that period when their boundless sac- 
rifices were most freely made”. 

The good example set by these gentlemen of 1861 was fol- 
lowed by their successors of 1917-18. When the World War 
began, all the Society’s uninvested money ($1,600.00) was 
used to purchase Liberty Bonds, and, though this was a time 
of great anxiety for our future, the Executive Committee, by 
resolution, made a pledge that, if the time came when there 
was need, the securities representing our endowment fund 
(also the result of strict economy and hard work for twenty- 
five years and consisting of high class bank stock and real 
estate mortgages) should be sold and Liberty Bonds bought. 
In each case it was, proportionally, a mite, but it was all we had. 

When the Society was forced to leave the Mechanics Insti- 
tute, permission was obtained to pile, in a small room, as 
many books as it would hold, while the portraits and other 
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property were cared for by members of the Committee, 
especially by Dr. Charles G. Barney and Mr. Thomas T. Giles. 
No complete record remains as to how all of our collection 
was distributed at this time. Manuscripts and objects of his- 
toric interest were doubtless entrusted to other members of 
the Committee. We know that Mr. Gustavas A. Myers de- 
posited valuable manuscripts in the vault of one of the Rich- 
mond banks where they were destroyed by fire in April 1865. 
Other articles were certainly removed to the Capitol. After 
the war a report was made to the Executive Committee that 
there were manuscripts and other things in that building which 
belonged to he Sociey and steps were taken to remove them. 
The same report said that during the war the room in which 
our property was stored had been accessible to the public 
and that there was evidence of pillaging during that time, as 
well as during the Federal military control. 

Even the little room in the Mechanics Institute could not 
be held long. When it was needed by the Confederate Gov- 
ernment, the City of Richmond gave the Society permission 
to store as many of its effects as ‘possible in a room in a build- 
ing at the southeastern corner of Bank and Ioth streets. Again 
the stern needs of war required our storage place. There 
must have been heavy hearts among the friends of the Society; 
but they were faithful to their trust. Through the influence of 
Judge W. W. Crump, Mr. Memminger, Secretary of the Con- 
federate Treasury, gave the use of a room in the Custom 
House. 

In April 1865 came the great fire which destroyed so much 
of the city, and its occupation by Federal troops. Though 
Richmond had met what seemed an almost overwhelming 
disaster, those in charge of the interests of the Society showed 
the courage which animated their fellow citizens. The officers 
and members of the Executive Committee were men of affairs 
who had suffered severe reverses in fortune, and the future 
seemed very dark. Conditions were such that they would almost 
have been justified in putting aside all thought of historical 
matters. Instead, they at once did all they could for the 
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Society. The indefatigable Dr. Barney, on his return to Rich- 
mond, visited the room in the Custom House, and found that 
the precautions he had taken to protect the books placed there 
had proved ineffectual and had not saved them from pillage. 

Federal officials, as soon as they occupied the building, gave 
peremptory orders for the immediate removal of the books, 
and Dr. Barney had them taken to his own house. 

It is proverbial that three moves are as bad as a fire; but 
with the Historical Society it proved that three moves, even 
with the consequent losses, were better than a fire. In April 
1865 the Mechanics Institute building was entirely destroyed. 
If we had remained in it all of our possessions would prob- 
ably have been lost. 

During the Reconstruction period no one could pay much 
attention to the past. The only Committee meetings were 
held on January 10, 1866, January 27, 1868 and March 5, 1869. 
In 1867 Dr. Barney (whose action was later approved by the 
Committee) obtained the consent of the Young Men’s Christian 
Association, then in a house on the south side of Main street 
between 8th and gth, to allow him to place 5,553 volumes in 
their rooms. He retained, in his own home, between 450 and 
500 volumes. 

At a meeting of the Executive Committee held February 
26, 1870, active efforts to collect the scattered property of the 
Society and to secure rooms were begun. Sub-committees 
were appointed which reported that Dr. Barney, who was 
leaving Richmond for a time, had delivered twelve portraits 
and other things which had been entrusted to his care. These 
were taken to the home of Mr. Thomas H. Wynne. When 
the Society removed from the Mechanics Institute, fifteen 
portraits had been placed with Mr. Thomas T. Giles at his 
home, No. 315 Main Street. The report stated that these 
portraits and others which had been located made a total of 
thirty-six. 

The manuscripts and other things belonging to the Society 
which were in the State Library were removed and were for 
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707 East FRANKLIN STREET, WITH THE ApjoInING Houses As THEY 
1861-65 


From the H. P. Cook Collection of His- 
torical Photographs, Richmond, Va. 
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a short time cared for by Mr. William A. Maury; but later 
taken to the residence of Mr. T. H. Wynne, who had offered 
storage room. 

After the disastrous fall, in 1870, of the floor of the Court 
of Appeals Chamber in the Capitol, the State bought or leased 
the Old Sycamore Church on the east side of 11th street, a 
little north of Broad. The Court occupied the lower rooms 
and the Historical Society was given the upper part for storage. 
The State government also gave us the use of rooms opening 
out of the second gallery of the State Library. Here the 
Committee meetings were held and part of the collections 
placed. 

The weary wanderers now rested for some years; but there 
were still many difficulties to overcome. The Society could not 
afford to employ regular custodians and it is evident that the 
various rooms were not properly protected. As instances 
of losses after this time, it may be noted that the Committee 
reported the recovery, in 1870, of a-half life-size terra cotta 
bust of Dr. James McClurg and. that, in 1871 Col. Frank G. 
Ruffin presented a terra cotta bust of Judge Spencer Roane. 
These disappeared before 1881. When Mr. Brock removed 
the portraits to the Westmoreland Club he could only find 28 
of the 36 existing in 1870. It is probable that in some cases 
the frames had been broken and the portraits rolled up and 
misplaced. 

The loss of books was particularly severe. In August 1875 
the Corresponding Secretary removed from the Young Men’s 
Christian Association 4,235 volumes of the 5,553 which had 
been placed there in 1867. The Society had no criticism for 
the Y. M. C. A. Doubtless the Association had lost an equal 
proportion of its own books, and had it not been for the gen- 
erous offer of space we might be now without any books re- 
ceived before 1875. 

It is with something of a heart-ache that one reads in the 
old minutes of so many things of value now gone forever. 
But, really, we have cause for profound gratitude that so much 
is left. 
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The officers cf the Society and the members of the Executive 
Committee between 1860 and 1870 who did this great work for 
us should forever be held in grateful memory by all members 
of this Society and all who love Virginia’s past. It would | 
be a very fitting tribute to place their names and a statement 
of what they did on a bronze tablet in one of our homes. 

They were: William C. Rives, Jaquelin P. Taylor, Gus- 
tavus A. Myers, Charles G. Barney, George W. Bagby, Thomas 
T. Giles, Thomas H. Ellis, George W. Randolph, Andrew 
Johnston, Conway Robinson, William A. Maury, Archer An- 
derson, H. Coalter Cabell, Thomas H. Wynne, Beverley R. 
Wellford, Jr., William H. Macfarland, Rev. J. L. M. Curry 
and Anthony M. Keiley. 

Under trying circumstances tne Society continued its work 
and in 1881 came the first really effective step towards re- 
habilitation. 

The Westmoreland Club, at 6th and Grace streets offered 
to allow the portraits and engravings to be hung in its first 
floor rooms and hall and gave the use of rooms on the third 
floor as an office for the Society and a place to house the rest 
of its collection. The removal was made in August. 

Here, at last, our belongings were at least safe. The very 
energetic and able Corresponding Secretary, Robert A. Brock, 
was given sufficient salary to secure his services for the entire 
day. Mr. Brock not only arranged the property of the Society 
as far as space would admit and constantly engaged in his- 
torical and antiquarian research; but edited the notable series 
of “Collections” including the Spotswood and Dinwiddie papers, 
the Minutes of the London Company, Grigsby’s Virginia Con- 
vention of 1788 and other valuable works. 

After a little more than ten years it became evident that, in 
spite of the zeal and activity of the officers and members of 
the Committee, the Society could not operate successfully un- 

“der the conditions in which it was placed. 

The Westmoreland Club was very hospitable, but the public 
in general did not feel at liberty to enter, freely, what was 
practically a private house. The rooms occupied by the So- 
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GENERAL R. E. LEE 


From a photograph made at 707 E. 
Franklin Street in 1865. 
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GENERAL R. E. Lee, Wira GENERAL G. W. Custis LEE on His RIGHT 
AND Cot. WALTER TAYLOR ON His Lert 


From a photograph made at 707 E. 
Franklin Street in 1865. 
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ciety were overcrowded with its collections. There seemed 
little interest in its work, membership decreased greatly and 
our finances were at a low ebb. Ina resolution adopted in 1892 
a prominent member of the Committee said that the future 
existence of the Society was problematical. 

Then, at a time of keen discouragement, came the greatest 
gift the Society had ever received—that of a house of its own. 

We will ever be grateful to the Westmoreland Club for 
tiding us over a period when such help was urgently needed. 

The offer of the new house, 707 East Franklin street, built 
by Norman Stewart in 1845, came from Mrs. John Stewart, 
of “Brook Hill”, Henrico County, and her daughters. These 
ladies were doubtless somewhat influenced by the enthusiasm 
of Mrs. Stewart’s son-in-law, Joseph Bryan, who soon became 
President. 

As this is a story of the homes of the Society and not of 
its officers, we omit much which might well be said of Mr. 
Bryan, as we do of his distinguished predecessors and suc- 
cessors. 

Any home would at that time have been a most valuable 
aid to the Society—a life preserver it might well be called— 
but the gift of Mrs. Stewart and her daughters had a sig- 
nificance beyond that of almost any house in Richmond. In 
1861 it had been rented from Mr. Stewart by General Robert 
E. Lee. This was his only war-time home, he came here 
whenever he was in Richmond during the war and returned to 
it from Appomattox. As Dr. Douglas Freeman has said in 
an eloquent editorial: “When he walked up the same steps 
that are now there and closed behind him the same door, the 
war had ended.” 

One loves to linger over the associations of General Lee 
with this house. The late Mrs. Julia Page Pleasants, whose 
keenness of mind and accuracy of memory no one who knew 
her would question, lived near the Lee home, and some years 
ago gave to Mrs. Stanard an account of the General’s home- 
coming, on April 15, after Appomattox. It is reproduced 
in Richmond: Its People and Its Story: 
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“He rode Traveller and was, as usual, a commanding figure, 
though his grey coat was dingy from hard usage, and both 
he and his horse looked tired and dispirited. With him were 
some of his Staff gaunt and pallid, in ragged uniforms, on 
bony, weary old horses. Dilapidated army wagons creaked 
after them. One of these was covered with an old quilt in 
the place of the customary canvas. Not a very imposing cav- 
alcade, it would seem, yet when the blue-coated soldiers of 
the winning side, who then occupied the city, recognized the 
defeated hero, the air rang with cheers, loud and prolonged; 
General Lee acknowledged this tribute by gravely raising his 
hat. Again and again the the cheers rang out, again and again 
they were acknowledged in the same manner until he reached 
his home. Here he dismounted and still acknowledging the 
vociferous greetings of the men in blue, backed up the stone 
steps of his house and through the door which closed behind 
him.” 

He was sitting in the front parlor when he heard of the 
murder of President Lincoln and showed strong appreciation 
of the evils it would bring upon the South. 

The back porches where he liked to sit and where he was 
several times photographed, have, with the exception of neces- 
sary repairs, been kept as he knew them. 

Year by year comes to the old house evidence of his grow- 
ing fame and of the admiration felt for him by the North 
as well as the South—though “love”, not “admiration” is the 
word for us. One Northern man says “He happened to be 
born in Virginia; but he belongs to us all.” Another, from 
the far West: “I am in entire accord with a British instructor 
I heard during the World War, who said that the three greatest 
English-speaking soldiers were Lee, Wellington and Jackson.” 
Still another, who was the son of a sutler in the Federal army 
of occupation and who was brought to Richmond as a little 
boy, told how he was chased and fought and called “Little 
Yankee” by the Richmond boys and how, when one attack 
occurred in front of 707, a gentleman called them all into the 
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yard, put his arm around the “Little Yankee” and urged the 
Richmond boys to be kind and friendly to the stranger. 

Next day the sutler’s son and his father were passing the 
house, and, happening again to see the gentleman who had be- 
friended him, was told by his father, “That is General Lee”. 
The visitor to General Lee’s former home concluded his ac- 
count by saying: “Sir, the proudest memory of my life is 
that General Lee once put his arm around me.” 

There are many such stories ; but one more must be sufficient. 
A lady whose aunt, Miss Jessie Gordon (afterwards Mrs. 
English) taught a famous girl’s school here, states that they 
had constant visits from ex-Confederate soldiers who wished 
to see General Lee’s home. One brought his grandson with 
him and when in the hall about to leave, said: “Son, turn 
the parlor door-knob”. The little fellow did so and asked his 
grandfather why he wished him to do it. “Because”, said the 
veteran, “that is one thing General Lee must have put his hand 
on several times every day and I wished you to do it too.” 
Years afterwards this little story was told to a party of New 
York visitors. They exclaimed “We must do it”, and one 
after another turned the knob. 

No. 707 East Franklin is an exceedingly substantial brick 
house. The brick partition walls are thicker than the outside 
ones in most modern homes. Within a short time after it 
was occupied by the Society, though the work seemed super- 
fluous, additional girders were put under each floor. 

It contains eight large rooms, one small, and two hall rooms, 
besides halls and passages. The structure has been preserved, 
in every detail, as it was when General Lee lived in it. Keep- 
ing such a house in repair has not been a light matter, financially, 
and if at times, there has been need of paint, papering, etc., 
it is because after attending to the absolutely essential things 
there has not been money for the others. 

The move to the Lee House from the Westmoreland Club 
was made in August, 1893, and the Society at once took on 
new life. The Corresponding Secretary and Librarian, Mr. 
now, Dr. Philip A. Bruce, was a host in himself; the member- 
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ship rapidly increased and, consequently, the income. Most 
important of all, in its lasting effects, was the beginning, with 
Mr. Bruce as editor, of The Virginia Magazine cf History and 
Biography, which has just completed its thirty-third volume. 

Several societies of ladies, the D. A. R., Colonial Dames, 
and A. P. V. A., accepted invitations to hold their meetings 
in our rooms, and their generous contributions, especially those 
of the D. A. R., largely paid the cost of moving and of in- 
stalling necessary fittings. It is understood that these con- 
tributions were made chiefly through the zealous and untiring 
efforts of the late Mrs. James Lyons. 

At the end of our first year in the Lee House our member- 
ship was 657 and our endowment fund $1,792.00. Now we 
have 1300 members and an endowment of $22,100.00. 

It may be well to add that in 1895 our Magazine cost 
$1,128.00 a year and now between thirty two and thirty five 
hundred. Other expenses have, of course, increased in pro- 
portion. It will be readily understood that in the future we 
will have urgent need for a larger membership, and, very 
especially, for a sufficient endowment. 

For some years after we came to 707 there was ample room; 
but as time passed, the steady flow of additions to our library 
and collections has crowded the house to such extent that if 
a new one had not come we would have been obliged to store 
our less used books elsewhere in order to make room for 
those more in demand. 

Our Presidents have, year after year, in their reports, told 
of difficulties caused by lack of means to conduct properly 
the business of the Society; of the great need for a larger 
endowment, without which no such Society is absolutely safe, 
and, above all, of the anxiety daily (and nightly) felt over the 
fact that our collection (whose loss could never be replaced) 
had not the protection of a fire-proof house. These troubles 
will not be restated in detail here. 

The “Lee House” will long remain the office of the Society, 
the place where a considerable proportion of its property will 
still be kept and where its Magazine will be edited. When the 
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time comes for the removal of our office and the remainder 
of our collections, we look forward to seeing this, our very 
precious possession, made a memorial to General Lee. We 
hope, without at all competing with the Confederate Museum, 
to make this house, by pictures, maps and other objects, an 
illustrated history of Lee, his family, his times and his con- 
temporaries. We already have much material illustrative of 
this plan and are constantly obtaining more. 

In concluding this account of our present home I am speak-_ 
ing the united voice of the Society in saying that Mrs. Stewart” 
and the other donors whose good work on earth is ended, will 
ever be gratefully held in honored memory and to those now 
living thanks are given which fall far short of what we feel 
because their modest generosity would not allow more. If it 
had not been for their gift, in all human probability, our 
Society would have ceased to exist or have been hardly more 
than a name. 

As the “Lee House” came to us, most unexpectedly, at a 
time of great need, so now, when space and fire-protection have 
become absolute necessities—vital things which we could 
see no prospect of obtaining—has come, as if out of the sky, 
the fulfillment of our longings and hopes in a most beautiful 
and appropriate form. 

About a year ago the Executive Committee was informed 
that Mr. and Mrs. Alexander W. Weddell, of Mexico City 
(where Mr. Weddell is American Consul General) wished to 
give the Society a home. Not merely a home like the handsome 
modern buildings of many historical societies but one of very 
unusual interest and distinction. 

Richmond has been Mr. Weddell’s home fron boyhood, 
though much of his life has been spent abroad in diplomatic 
and consular service. Mrs. Weddell, a native of another State, 
has Virginia inheritance. 

After much thought they determined that their gift to this 
Society should take the form of a reproduction of Sulgrave 
Manor, the ancestral home of the Washingtons in North- 
amptonshire, England. This reproduction will not be of the 
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entire house, but of its most striking and interesting portion— 
the south front, which contains the old doorway with the arms 
above it. 

The generosity of Mr. and Mrs. Weddell will not end with 
the presentation of the house the Society will soon occupy; 
but will extend beyond their lives. In order to accomplish 
this they will make their own home, to which they will come 
when Mr. Weddell retires, a spacious and handsome struc- 
ture in Elizabethan style, adjoining, at a right angle, “Sulgrave 
Manor”, or “Virginia House” as it will be called. 

After their deaths, which the members of this Society hope 
will be at a very, very distant date, the house they have lived 
in and their garden will revert to us. All that will be needed 
to put it to its new use will be to cut some doors and, per- 
haps, remove a few partitions. 

Sulgrave Manor is, to Americans, the most interesting man- 
sion in England. At an early date it was bequeathed by Simon 
de St. Liz to the Priory of St. Andrew, whose property it 
remained until the dissolution of the monasteries. In 1539 it, 
with other lands, was granted to Lawrence Washington, Mayor 
of Northampton, who had been bred to the bar but had ac- 
quired wealth by dealing in wool. He built the present house 
on the site of the Priory and it doubtless contains part of the 
former building. A shield of the Washington arms on the 
south side of the house over the doorway has the date 1540. 

George Washington’s an- 
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which the Washingtons met their misfortunes. Up to 1893 
it would have been a fitting inscription over the door of our 
Society, and indeed, is in words and doctrine suitable for 
any door. 

The Washington. Manor House, published by the Sulgrave 
Institution says that though Sulgrave Manor is comparatively 
small and severely plain it is one of the best examples of Six- 
teenth Century manor houses in England. Within, its Jacobean 
stairs, its panneled rooms and mullioned windows give it an 
antique charm. It is built of lime-stone, has a steep roof 
and dormer windows. . 

For many years the old house had suffered from neglect 
and mistreatment, and seemed to be going to “wrack and ruin”, 
when in 1913 it was bought by a group of English men and 
women who committed it to trustees to hold for the people 
of Great Britain and the United States. From this purchase 
grew the Sulgrave Institution, with branches on both sides 
of the Sea, which has done great work in the restoration and 
proper furnishing of this most historic place. 

Such is the house our friends will reproduce for the Vir- 
ginia Historical Society. In addition to its high architectural 
and historic interest it will give us, for the first time, an 
entirely fire-proof place in which to preserve all of our most 
valued treasures. 

To the Society, as no doubt to our people generally, the 
gift is not only an act of most timely generosity, but in ad- 
mirable taste. As our home and as an ornament to the City 
of Richmond the building of this house is a memorable event. 
We are very grateful. 

Mr. and Mrs. Weddell intended to build Virginia House of 
materials obtained in this country; but, by accident, learned 
that Warwick Priory, a fine old mansion in the town of War- 
‘vick, was to be dismantled and sold. After they had pur- 
chased what remained of it there was some criticism in English 
papers by writers who thought that a complete old house 
had been bought and would be removed to America and rebuilt 
here. Mr. Weddell’s statement to the Londen Observer is 
the best reply. 
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“Mr. Alexander W. Weddell, of Richmond, Virginia, U. S. 
A., who, with Mrs. Weddell, has purchased Warwick Priory, 
explained in an interview yesterday the reason for his action. 

‘There has been a misconception of our ideas and plans,’ he 
said. ‘Before we had even heard of Warwick Priory and be- 
fore our arrival in England, the old place had begun to Lt : 
stripped of practically everything—stairs, flooring, panelling, 
iron-work, guttering, roofing, etc.—and the empty shell was 
announced for sale at auction in September. 

‘It was then bought in by a local contractor, who intended 
to dispose of the stone and brick to builders in the neighbor- 
hood. At this juncture my wife and I made an offer which 
he accepted, and this material thus became ours. 

‘It is not our purpose to attempt to reconstruct the priory 
in America, but it has seemed to us that the use of the stone 
and brick from this old place, material with the bloom of 
centuries upon it, would not be inappropriate for a structure 
which will become eventually in the nature of a national monu- 
ment, housing an institution—the Virginia Historical Society— 
which has for many years been a guardian of historical treas- 
ures in Virginia and whose work has incidentally been a 
powerful factor in the promotion of a better understanding 
between the two countries. 

‘It really seems to me that between the use of this material 
for a factory in Warwickshire and its use to form the walls 
of a public institution in Virginia, devoted to the promotion 
of historical studies, the true Briton could make but one 
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As its name shows the house in Warwick had also been a 


Priory. In 1124 Henry de Newburgh, Earl of Warwick, 
founded the Priory of St. Sepulchre here. In 1547 it was 
granted to Thomas Hawkins, alias Fisher, who pulled down 
part of the old buildings, and, says an old chronicler, quoted 
by the New York Times, built “a very fair house as is yet 
to be seen, which being finished about the 8 year of Queen 
Elizabeth, he made his principle seat.” The same paper con- 
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View From Site or “Vircinta House” (“SuLGRAVE MANorR”), WINDSOR Farms, Henrico County, Va. 


Courtesy of Allen J. Saville, Inc. Photograph by Henry Bagby. 
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“He built a quadrangle, utilizing the monastic remains. The 
southern range was a fine example of the Elizabethan style of 
architecture. Entrance to it was gained by a flight of steps 
leading up to an arched doorway, over which stood a sun-dial 
with the initials T. H. and the date 1556. Within was a fine 
porch, with the arms Fisher gained at Pinkie displayed on the 
ceiling. 

In the other wing were plainer windows, belonging to the 
great hall. This hall was a lofty chamber, its ceiling orna- 
mented with elaborate pendants. Over a stone chimney-piece 
was graven the legend: 

Where no wood is the fire goeth out; 
Where no tale-bearer strife ceaseth. 

The roof was broken by a fine row of gables and the chimney 
stacks were gracefully contrived. 

Two great events stand out in the life of Fisher at the 
Priory. In 1571 Robert, Earl of Leicester, Elizabeth’s favo- 
rite, arrived and stayed at Warwick. He quartered himself 
and his very extensive suite on the Duke of Northumberland’s 
former secretary at the Priory. : 

The next year Elizabeth herself visited the Priory. She was 
staying at Kenilworth, a few miles away, and one day, says 
the local chronicler, “because she woold see what chere my 
Lady of Warwick made, she sodenly went unto Mr. Thomas 
ffisher’s house, my lady of Warwick kept his house and then 
fynding them at supper satt downe awhile and after a little 
repast rose agayne leaving the rest at supper and went to 
visit the goodman of the house Thomas ffisher what at that 
time was greviously vexid with the gout who being brought 
into the galory end woold have knelid or rather fallen downe 
but her Maj. would not suffer it but with most gracious 
words comforted him.” 

Great quantities of material from every part of the house, 
representing distant and widely separated dates, are now being 
removed and will be carefully packed and brought to Rich- 
mond. Mr. Weddell’s statement above says that the old stone 
and brick will be used in the construction of a house which 
will ultimately revert to the Virginia Historical Society. Most 
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of the material will be used in the house which will come to 
us at a later period; but the donors say that there will also 
be enough to build Virginia House. It is interesting to know 
that Warwick Priory was built of the same stone as Sulgrave. 

On their return from England Mr. and Mrs. Weddell stopped 
in Richmond and purchased a site. It is on “Windsor Farms” 
on the Cary Street Road, a locality which within a year or two 
will become one of Richmond’s most attractive suburbs. The 
houses with the gardens will occupy about an acre and will be 
in park-like surroundings, with a view of the River. The old 
garden at the English Sulgrave, known as “Madam’s Close”, 
will be reproduced in front of Virginia House, the Society’s 
building, while in the angle between the two houses will be 
another garden. 

Final arrangements in regard to interiors will not be settled 
until later in 1925 (this is written in November) when the 
architect, Mr. Henry G. Morse, of New York, wiil be in 
Richmond for a consultation with Mr. and Mrs. Weddell. 

Until Virginia House is finished the Executive Committee 
cannot determine what will be placed there; but we can say 
now that our portraits, historic relics, and valuable manu- 
scripts will be made safe within its walls. There will also 
be room for portraits, collections of papers and other gifts 
which we think will probably be made. 

Our Committee has expressed to Mr. and Mrs. Weddell 
the very deep and sincere gratitude felt by the Society. The 
present writer has always tried to refrain from any personal 
note in our Magazine; but he may be pardoned for saying 
that he has spent twenty-seven very happy years in the old 
home of General Lee. If the Society sees fit to retain him 
he expects to end his work for it here. Though he loves every 
brick in the house he will have a feeling of intense relief when 
all of our collections, whose loss would be irreparable, are safely 
in the fire-proof ‘‘Virginia House”. 

Any injury to General Lee’s former home would be a ca- 
lamity ; but it would be greatly aggravated by the loss of the 
priceless objects which during nearly a hundred years have been 
entrusted to us. 
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Map SHowInG Site or Vircinta House (“SuLtGRAvE MANor”) AND 
THE NEIGHBORING Part oF WiNvsor FARMS 


Courtesy of A. J. Saville, Ie. 
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THE PROPRIETORS OF THE NORTHERN 
NECK 


Chapters of Culpeper Genealogy 


BY FAIRFAX HARRISON 


CHAPTER FIVE 


Leeds Castle 


In the time of Ethelbert II, King of Kent (say A. D. 
857), a Saxon noble named Ledan built a fort on an island 
in the river Len overlooking the prehistoric trading road 
which was later known as ‘the Pilgrims Way’. After the 
Conquest, Robert de Crevecoeur here built a Norman castle 
of Caen stone, and called it by the Saxon’s name Ledes. 
Under Edward I, this castle became a possession of the 
Crown, and as such, appears from time to time in the 
English chronicles down to the time of Edward VI; when 
it was granted to Sir Anthony St. Leger (1494-1558) of nearby 
Ulcombe, in consideration of services in the government of 
Ireland. The third in descent from this grantee was the Sir 
Warham St. Leger, who was a son, by her first marriage, of 
the wife of Sir Alexander Culpeper™*. In 1617 he sailed with 
Raleigh on the fatal expedition to Guiana in command of the 
ship Thunder, hoping, like his admiral, to retrieve a broken 
fortune in that adventure. On his return to England in 1618, 
after the failure of the voyage, he was still further weighed 
down by his losses; and he then found it expedient to ex- 
change Leeds Castle for a less honourable but income pro- 
ducing manor. 

At the time of this transfer of title the castle was little more 
than a medieval ruin, in which the St. Legers had never re- 
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sided: but the new owner, Sir Richard Smith, son of a late 
‘customer’ of London, having command of ready money, began 
to build within the bailey a Jacobean manor house. Before 
this work was completed Smith died and, in 1632, his heirs 
offered the property for sale. 

Appropriately enough, considering the early association of the 
Culpepers with Leeds Castle, the next purchaser was Sir 
Thomas Culpeper, the elder, of Hollingbourne. Although in- 
tending the castle to be the residence of his family, he did not 
occupy it himself, but settled it, in tail male, upon his three 
sons, Cheney, Francis and Thomas the younger. The cost 
of completing the fine new house and of subsequent mainte- 
nance of such an establishment seems to have deterred Sir 
Cheney, always hard up, from moving into residence, and the 
next we hear of the castle is that a fine was levied, the 
settlement was docked and Sir John Culpeper, the future 
peer, was recognised as the owner by purchase. 

The consequence was that the Commonwealth escheated the 
castle with the first Lord Culpeper’s other manors, and for some 
years used it as a public magazine. In 1651, however, Sir 
Cheney came forward with a claim that the castle was still 
his property, doubtless meaning that the agreed purchase money 
had not been paid by Lord Culpeper; and as Sir Cheney, 
alone of his family, was ‘well affected’ to Cromwell’s gov- 
ernment, the castle was duly surrendered to him (Cal. State 
Papers, Dom. 1651, pp. 197, 302). Thereafter, until his death 
in 1663, Sir Cheney was styled ‘of Leeds’ (Cf. the entry of his 
name on the pedigree of his wife’s family ‘Cage of Bersted’ 
at the Visitation of Kent, 1663-68; Harl. Pub., liv, p. 32). 

There was no specific mention of Leeds in the will of the first 
Lord Culpeper, or in the acts of 1660 and 1662 which annulled 
the forfeiture of his manors; but in 1665 the second Lord Cul- 
peper appears on the record as the owner, when he leased 
Leeds Castle to the Crown as a detention camp for prisoners 
taken during the Dutch war (Cf. John Evelyn’s diary, October 
17, 1665, and May 8, 1666). The documents to explain the 
elimination of Sir Cheney’s interest are wanting, but it seems 
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MARGARETTA VAN Hesse (1635-1710), Wire or THOMAS, SECOND 
Lorp CULPEPER 


(From the original at Leeds Castle.) 
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probable that after his death Thomas Lord Culpeper arranged 
with his cousin’s creditors to complete the purchase his father 
had contracted to make before 1642. 

Although there exists a letter by Lord Culpeper dated in 
1675 from Leeds Castle (Cal. State Papers, Dom., 1675-76, 
p. 294) it does not appear that he ever resided there habitually, 
but, on the other hand, his wife did: she was the chatelaine 
when her husband died in 1689 and so remained until the end 
of her life. This tenure makes it persuasive that Leeds was 
the ‘very considerable estate of inheritance in fee simple’ which, 
as she recited in her parliamentary bill of 1692, her husband 
acquired with her dowry. 

In consequence of these proceedings we come now to the last 
chapter of the annals of the Wigsell Culpepers, during which 
the proprietors of the Northern Neck maintained their capital 
seat at Leeds Castle. 


XV _ Catherine Culpeper (Thomas, second Lord Cul- 
peper), 1670?-1719, Lady Fairfax, grew up and spent her life 
at Leeds Castle; but there being no entry of her baptism in 
the Bromfield register, which records all her children, it fol- 
lows that she was born elsewhere. The available evidence, 
though meagre, is that that event in the history of the Northern 
Neck of Virginia took place in Holland in the year 1670. 


[Diligent search for a baptismal record has been made, 
without result. It is necessary, therefore, to argue such evi- 
dence as is available‘: 


49In view of the necessity for this argument it is interesting that 
there probably existed in Virginia as late as 1875 good evidence for the 
missing date. The sixth Lord Fairfax brought out with him in 1747, 
and left with his personal effects at Greenway Court, a Culpeper family 
Bible. This passed with the house to Thomas Bryan Martin’s devisee 
(Cf. Kercheval, 3d ed. 1902, p. 160) and on March 29, 1879, her de- 
scendant, Mr. William C. Kennerley of White Post described its fate 
as follows (MS. penes me): 

‘Immediately after the acknowledgment of your letter of the roth 
inst., I went over to my brother’s, at Greenway Court, for the purpose 
of procuring the old family Fairfax (sic) Bible, which I intended to 
send you as a present; and was shocked to learn that it was burned in 
the conflagration of the wing of my brother’s house in '75. . . . I 
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especially regret the loss of the Bible as it contained a Register of the 
births and deaths of more than a dozen Fairfaxes and Martins, 
‘Thomas,’ ‘Bryan,’ ‘Rev. Denny Fairfax,’ and marriages of Lady 
Colepeper Fairfax, the mother, I presume, of Lord Fairfax, and others 
which I do not remember.’ 

The loss of this Bible is the more to be regretted because it seems 
to have contained a record of entries by Margaret, Lady Culpeper, and 
her daughter. The family Bible which is still extant at Leeds Castle 
is a Fairfax as distinguished from a Culpeper record, and throws no 
light on the problems here considered. See notes 53 and 54 post. 


The family tradition, recorded by Mr. Wykeham-Martin, 
is that Lord Culpeper separated from his wife soon after mar- 
riage, was later reconciled to her and finally left her after 
the birth of their only child. There is evidence to bear 
out the first part of this tradition in the record of the issue 
of a passport in May, 1661 ‘for the wife of Lord Culpeper 
to go to Holland with her servants, luggage, coach and six 
horses’ (Cal. State Papers, Domestic, 1660-61, p. 234). That 
Lady Culpeper refused to return to England because her hus- 
band was openly living with another woman, and that, by ad- 
vice of his friends, he sought to induce her to preside over 
his household at Carisbrooke Castle in order to quiet the criti- 
cism of him in the Isle of Wight which eventually resulted 
in his having to resign his post there, may be inferred from the 
record (ibid., 1661-62, p. 69) of a leave of absence granted 
to Lord Culpeper in February, 1662, with permission to go 
beyond sea ‘on private concerns.’ But there the unsatisfactory 
testimony ends. Parish registers at The Hague, in the Isle of 
Wight, in Kent and in London have been searched in vain for 
the baptism of the child whose birth followed the temporary 
reconciliation, whenever it was. Apart from her baby por- 
trait, which has not been convincingly dated, the first evidence 
for that child is the mention of her by her father in the letter 
he wrote to his sister Judith from Massachusetts, October 5, 
1680, on his way back to England after his first tour of duty 
as Governor of Virginia (Va. Hist. Register, iii, 189): ‘I 
shall now marry Cate as soon as I can and then shall reckon 
myself to be a Free man without clogge or charge.’ It may 
be objected that this is evidence for a birth earlier than 1670, 
for on that hypothesis she would be only ten when the letter 
was written; but it may be answered that in the seventeenth 
century marriages were ‘arranged’ almost in infancy: e. g., 
Lord Culpeper’s elder brother, Alexander, married a girl of 
12. What is persuasive for the date 1670 is that, there being 
no record of Lord Culpeper during the two years from De- 
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cember, 1668, when he resigned the governorship of the Isle 
of Wight, until March 1670/1, when he was appointed to the 
Council for Foreign Plantations, it may be argued that he 
was absent from England during that period, and that the 
reconciliation with his wife and the birth of the child occurred 
on the Continent. This would fit with the family tradition 
that he left his wife finally immediately after the birth of 
his daughter; because his first illegitimate daughter by Mrs. 
Willis was born in 1671.] 


Named for her maternal grandmother, ‘Cate’ makes her 
first appearance on the public record in January, 1689/90, a 
year after her father’s death, when ‘Lord Culpeper’s bill’ in 
the House of Lords described her as ‘his only child, Mrs. 
Katherine Culpeper’ (Historical MSS. Commission, House of 
Lords MS. 1689-90, p. 434). 

It was during the following spring that Philip Ludwell left 
England to return to Virginia with a commission to open a 
proprietary land office in the Northern Neck ; and in the earliest 
land grants recorded in the books he then opened, she is 
recorded as the proprietor under the same designation, ‘the 
Honourable Mistress Katherine Culpeper.’ This status lasted, 
however, only a few months, for in the autumn of 1690 she 
married. Thenceforth, during twenty years until her husband’s 
death, she disappears, as a wife of her time was wont to do: 
her husband had become the proprietor of the Northern Neck 
in her right and took personal charge of that business in the 
attempt to solve its problems. She, herself, is silent: even in 
the Northern Neck land grants she is recited during this period 
simply as ‘Katherine, his wife.’ 

That her husband had his imagination stirred by the Vir- 
ginia estate appears from the diligent and conservative at- 
tention he gave it. It was the fifth Lord Fairfax who pre- 
vented the liquidation of the proprietary. When, in the au- 
tumn of 1690, Lord Howard suggested to him that the char- 
ter of 1688 was tainted, he declined to sell out to the colony at 
the nominal price proposed (Va. Mag., ix, 32), just as he de- 
clined later to exchange the proprietary with the Crown for 
the ‘lott and cope, and office of Bergmaster in the Wapentake 
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of Wicksworth,’ co. Derby (Acts P. C., Colonial, vi, 95). 
When the Assembly proceeded to hostilities (Journals H. B., 
1660-93, p. 371) he met the innuendo against his wife’s father 
squarely and countered effectively. It was he who went be- 
fore William III’s Privy Council with the petition dated May 
21, 1691, praying that the circumstances of the sealing of the 
charter of 1688 be examined by the law officers of the Crown, 
and that the title thereto be specifically confirmed to the rep- 
resentatives of Lord Culpeper who should be found entitled 
thereto. In all this he was entirely successful. The petition 
was referred to the Attorney General (Sir John Somers) who, 
having examined the record and heard counsel for Virginia as 
well as Lord Fairfax, reported that there was no ground 
‘for vacating the said Letters Patents by scire facias or other- 
wise.” Whereupon an Order in Council was entered on January 
II, 1693/4 (Acts P. C., Colonial, ii, 188), adjudging that the 


‘said grant did Pass in all the usual Methods of Grants of 
that Nature’ and that ‘the Petitioners Margaret Lady Culpeper, 
Thomas Lord Fairfax, Katherine his wife and Alexander 
Culpeper, Esqr. be permitted to enjoy the benefit of the said 
Letters Patents according to Law, so as they keep strictly to 
the Tenor thereof, in Execution of the several powers and 
authorities thereby granted; of which all Persons whom it 
may concern are to take notice.’ 


It was the fifth Lord Fairfax again who procured the second 
Richard Lee to attorn to the proprietors for his Westmoreland 
lands and so break the ice of local resistence; who enlisted 
Robert Carter as the proprietary agent in 1702; and who 
backed Carter up in his claim of 1708 that the proprietary 
boundary was the south fork (Rapidan) and not the north 
fork (Hedgman’s) of the Rappahannock. It was thus during 
Catherine Culpeper’s coverture and by her husband’s efforts 
that her doubtful title to the Northern Neck was established 
beyond all future cavil ; and an estate which had been practically 
without value when she inherited it was nursed to the point 
of producing for her an income of £500 per annum and, by 
its subsequent growth, of assuring her children of the means to 
support their place in the world. 
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While the dowager Lady Culpeper seems consistently to 
have supported Lord Fairfax in these proceedings, his wife 
did not appreciate them. She wanted to be quit of Virginia. 
When her husband died, in January, 1709/10, leaving his own 
estate in great disorder, and was followed to the grave in a 
few months by her mother, Lady Fairfax’s anger against her 
husband blazed. She listened to dark counsels of land agents 
(Fairfax Correspondence, ed. Bell, 1849, iv, 242), and perem- 
torily removed Robert Carter from the agency in Virginia, 
appointing in his place Edmund Jenings and his youthful 
nephew, Thomas Lee. Her state of mind after having taken 
these measures, which were to prove costly, is reflected in a 
letter she wrote contemporaneously to her eldest son, then at 
Oxford (Fairfax MSS. Bodleian Library, Oxford). 


‘I have done all I can in business in London now, but it is 
all very bad. Your father hath destroyed all that can be for 
you and me both; but I will do all that is in my power to 
get something again, and I do hope you will deserve it of me 
in time.’ 

This is the only record Catherine Culpeper has left to speak 
for her on the surviving record, until eight years later she dic- 
tated her will. That her sentiment had meanwhile hardened 
rather than softened is apparent in the disposition of her estate 
she then made. She had become suspicious even of her heir 
and instead of turning her estate over to him, then a man of 
twenty-six, she sought to tie his hands indefinitely by vesting 
her property in her neighbours and kinsmen, William Cage of 
Milgate,5° and Edward Filmer of East Sutton,®! ‘in fee on 
trust’ upon an elaborate entail. 


50 Col. William Cage, who was Sheriff of Kent in 1695 and M. P. in 
1702, 1710 and 1713, was a grandson by his first marriage of that 
William Cage of Milgate in Bersted, who, in 1637, married, secondly, 
Joan Culpeper, a sister of Lady Fairfax’s grandmother and, in con- 
sequence, is called ‘brother’ by the first Lord Culpeper in his will 
(Berry, Kentist Genealogies, p. 273; Harl. Pub., xxvi, 232; and the MI. 
of Elizabeth, wife of Sir Thomas Culpeper, the elder, ante) ; but he was 
of kin to Lady Fairfax because his mother was a daughter of her 
grandmother’s brother, Sir Cheney Culpeper. Lady Fairfax had de- 
pended upon this ‘cousin’ for business advice for some time before she 
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made her will. Thus in her letter to her son, December 15, 1711 (The 
Fairfax Correspondence, iv, 244) she says ‘Colonel Cage is a great and 
entire friend to me and you have reason to respect him.’ When Fair- 
fax went out to Virginia the second time he took with him one of this 
family. See the lively fox hunting letter of J. Cage, written from 
Belvoir to Capt. Lawrence Washington at Mount Vernon (undated, but 
before 1750) in Conway, Barons, p. 245. 

51 This Edward Filmer had been a practising barrister of the Parlia- 
mentary bar but was soon to become, on the death of his father in 1720, 
the third baronet of his house. It was to him that Lord Fairfax re- 
ferred in his letter to George Fairfax, April 6, 1747 (Neill, p. 77): 
‘I have sent you by Captain Cooling of the Elizabeth two dogs and one 
bitch of Sir Edward Filmer’s hounds which he promised you.’ He 
must have declined Lady Fairfax’s trust as he does not appear with Col. 
Cage in the Northern Neck grant books. The Filmers of East Sutton 
were also, through the St. Legers and the Scotts, of kin to the Wigsell 
Culpepers (Cf. the will of Samuel Filmer, 1670, P. C. C. Penn. 58, in 
Va. Mag., xi, 181); but they have their own claims to the interest of 
Virginians. They descended from that Samuel Argall who was one of the 
early Governors, and had maintained their relation with the colony. Thus, 
in 1643, Henry Filmer was a resident of Warwick County, serving as a 
burgess and justice of the County Court. He was a brother of that 
convinced and uncompromising royalist, Sir Robert Filmer, author of 
the Patriarcha (Dict. Nat. Biog., re-issue ed., vi, 1304) and a great 
great uncle of Lady Fairfax’s trustee. For this family, see the Visi- 
tation of Kent, 1619; Berry, Kent; Va. Mag., xv, 181. 


She died at Leeds Castle at the end of May, 1719, and was 
buried, beside her mother, in the vault she had built in Brom- 
field Church,®? June 1, 1719, as ‘the Rt. Honble. Catherine 
Lady Fairfax, Dowager.’ That her eldest son resented her 
lack of confidence in him appears in the fact that he erected 
no MI. over her tomb. 


52 Bromfield was originally a parish, served by a religious of the 
priory of Leeds. The boundaries, practically limited to the lands held 
of Leeds Castle, have been maintained; but since the dissolution of the 
priory the church has been annexed to the rectory and church of the 
adjacent Leeds parish which was erected within the priory lands. As 
a consequence, Bromfield now ranks as a chapel. Vested by Queen 
Elizabeth in the Archbishop of Canterbury, the advowson of Leeds and 
Bromfield has since been held by that prelate, who collates a perpetual 
curate (Hasted, ii. 484, 486). 

Catherine Culpeper, Lady Fairfax, had all her children baptized in 
Bromfield chapel and later built there a family vault where she buried 
her mother, and was herself interred, as were a number of her de- 
scendants. The Bromfield register thus became a genealogical source 
record for the last generation of the proprietors of the Northern Neck. 

For these considerations the Virginia Assembly gave the name Brom- 
field to the parish created in Culpeper in 1752 (Hening, vi, 256); but 
neither Bishop Meade nor Dr. Philip Slaughter (see the comment on 
the name in St. Marks Parish, p. 80) had the clew to that designation. 
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Her will was as follows: 


P. C. C. Browning, 105. 
Will dated April 21, 1719. 
Proved June 23, 1719. 


Catherine Lady Fairfax, Baroness Dowager of Cameron, in the 
Kingdom of Scotland. To be bur. in psh. church of Bromefield near 
my late mother Margaret Lady Culpeper. To my eldest son Thomas 
Lord F. the reversion of the manor of Greenway Court, to which 
I am entitled at end of a term of years, for life: & to the heirs 
male of his body; in default to the heirs of his body; in default to 
my youngest son Robert F. in fee. To sd. son Robert F. £1,000 out 
of sd. manor, at 21; also £3,000. To my son Henry Culpeper F. 
£100 only, having already advanced for him about £1,400 in buying 
him a Commission in the Army. To my eldest daur. Margaret £500. 
To my daur. Frances £2,500 at 21 or marriage with consent of my 
exer.; also £100 a year for maintenance meanwhile. To my daur. 
Mary £2,000 at 21 or marriage with exer’s consent; also £80 a year 
meanwhile. To William Cage of Milgate in prsh. of Bersted, Kent, 
esq., & Edward Filmer of East Sutton, Kent, esq. all my manors etc. 
in Isle of Wight, co. Southampton & in co. Kent & all lands in Virginia 
in fee on trust for payment of legacies etc., & then for my eldest son 
Thomas Lord F. for life; remr. to sd. Trustees as Contingent Re- 
mainder Trustees; remr. to his sons successively in tail male; in 
default to my son Henry Culpeper F. & his sons similarly; in de- 
fault to my son Robert F. & his sons similarly; in default to my 
daurs. in common, in tail; in default to my right heirs. Rest of 
personal estate among my sons & daurs. equally. Sd. William Cage 
to be sole exer. Whereas in lifetime of my late daur. Catherine F. 
I entered into a Bond to George Sayer esq. dec. for payment of £800 
to her, which I intended as a legacy; who dying intestate I have taken 
out Admon. to her goods, but she left no personal estate; and whereas 
all my children are entitled to part of the moneys due on the Bond; 
such children as shall not have released their claim in my lifetime 
shall release same to my exer. Witns. D. Fuller, Jno. Mason, E. Finch. 

Prob. by William Cage esq., exer. 


She m., 1690, Thomas Fairfax (1657-1710), fifth Lord Fair- 
fax of Cameron. 


[As in the case of her birth, primary evidence of the date 
and place of the marriage is lacking. It seems likely, there- 
fore, that, like her birth, that marriage was celebrated in Hol- 
land. The lack is, however, supplied, nearly contemporaneously, 
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by a dispatch of November 6, 1690, from Lord Howard of 
Effingham to the Virginia Council (Va. Mag., ix, 32): ‘I 
have already spoken to my Ld. Fairfax, who married Mrs. 
Culpeper who administered (sic) to my Lord Culpeper, abt. 
the Northern Neck.’ It thus appears that Catherine Culpeper 
was married in the autumn of 1690. 


Thomas Fairfax (1657-1710), fifth Lord Fairfax of Cam- 
eron, of the nineteenth recorded generation of his family, was 
the representative of a junior branch which had been seated 
since 1558 at Denton, in the West Riding of Yorkshire, and in 
1627 had been raised by Charles I to the peerage of Scotland 
with the title of Lord Fairfax of Cameron.5* His father was 
Henry Fairfax (1631-1688) of Oglethorpe, who succeeded, 
1671, as fourth Lord Fairfax on the death of the Parliamentary 
general, and then became also ‘of Denton.’ Baptised in Bolton 
Percy, April 16, 1657, he was entered in the pedigree his father 
certified at the Visitation of Yorkshire, 1665, as ‘aet. 8 ann., 


53 The Fairfaxes: In contrast to the Culpepers, there is available a 
large literature on the Fairfax family in Yorkshire and Virginia; in- 
deed, almost a ‘five foot shelf of books,’ mostly pertaining to their 
great century—the seventeenth—and to their relations in the eighteenth 
with a national hero, George Washington. 

Biographically, Mr. George W. Johnson’s Memoir of the Fairfax 
Family (Introduction to The Fairfax Correspondence, 1848) is a com- 
prehensive study, but should be supplemented for special periods by (1) 
Sir Clements Markham, The Great Lord Fairfax, 1870; Admiral Rob- 
ert Fairfax, 1885; and The Fighting Veres, 1888; (2) Ralph Thoresby, 
Ducatus Leodiensis, 1715 (and ed. Whitaker, 1816), Diary, ed. Hunter, 
1830, and Life by D. H. Atkinson, 1885; (3) C. Wykeham-Martin, His- 
tory of Leeds Castle, 1868; (4) Archdeacon Burnaby, Travels through 
the Middle Settlements in North America, 1798; and (5) the twenty- 
one articles on the name in the Dictionary of National Biography. Most 
(but not all) of the Fairfax portraits were collected for a loan exhibition 
at Leeds in 1868 and subsequently reproduced (Portraits of Yorkshire 
W orthies, 2 vols., 1869) by Mr. E. Hailstone, the owner of a noble 
libraty at Walton Hall, the original Fairfax seat near Wakefield in 
Yorkshire. 

The story of the historically valuable collection of family letters and 
papers relating to the civil wars in England (edited by Mr. Johnson and 
Robert Bell as The Fairfax Correspondence, 4 vols., 1848-49) is one of 
the romances of English domestic diplomatics. Removed to Leeds Castle 
upon the sale of Denton Hall in 1716, they were discarded as worthless 
early in the nineteenth century and after curious vicissitudes were res- 
cued and scattered through various public and private collections. The 
muniment room at Leeds Castle is now practically bare (See Historical 
MSS. Commission, Sixth Report, 465). Twenty years after the pub- 
lication of these papers Mr. Edward D. Neill performed a similar office 
for a similar treasure trove from the eighteenth century household at 
Belvoir on the Potomac (The Fairfaxres of England and America, 1868). 
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There are also many Fairfax letters relating to Virginia in Sparks’ and 
Fords’ respective editions of the Writings of George Washington; in 
the Colonial Dames’ collection of Letters to Washington; and in Mr. 
Moncure Conway Barons of the Potomac and the Rappahannock. Still 
other such papers, still unpublished but now available to the historical 
student, are among the public records at Washington and scattered in 
private collections. ; 

Genealogically, the Fairfaxes, being, as Canon Raine has recently 
declared, a house ‘that not alone in military achievement but for learn- 
ing also has no peer in Yorkshire,’ have themselves produced a suc- 
cession of antiquaries who have recorded their own generations. The 
most notable work of this kind is the still unprinted, but frequently 
cited, Analecta Fairfaxiana by Charles Fairfax (1595-1673) of Menston, 
which ‘contains pedigrees, carefully written and blazoned on vellum, of 
all the branches of the Fairfax family, and of many of the families 
connected with it, interspersed with genealogical and literary notes, 
and about fifty anagrams and elegies in latin and chiefly from the pen 
of the compiler, upon the different members of the family and their 
connections.’ 

The learned Dr. Brian Fairfax, the elder (1633-1711), a nephew of 
Charles of Menston, made two notable contributions to his family an- 
nals, A Letter to My Sons, 1686 (printed in Markham, Admiral Robert 
Fairfax, p. 133) and Iter Boreale, 1699 (included in the Fairfax Cor- 
respondence, iv, 151). Moreover, in a MS. book now at Leeds Castle, 
he extracted, elaborated and extended the portion of the Analecta relat- 
ing to the Denton household. 

On these authorities, checked for the earlier generations by Mr. 
Robert H. Skaife from ancient records and for the seventeenth century 
by parish registers and wills, Sir Clements Markham compiled his com- 
prehensive genealogy of all the branches of the Fairfaxes (Herald and 
Genealogist, vi, 385, 604; vii, 145) which has long been followed by the 
modern peerages, most completely by Sir James Balfour Paul in The 
Scots Peerage, 1906. 

For the eighteenth century the evidence has not been so complete. 
The Denton family Bible was (and still is) preserved at Leeds Castle, 
but the entries in it were scattering (Wykeham-Martin, p. 207). The 
tradition from the Analecta was, however, maintained by Brian Fairfax, 
the younger (1676-1749), one of the guardians of the sixth Lord Fair- 
fax, who was long Commissioner of Customs and in that relation had a 
part in establishing William Fairfax of Belvoir in the colonial revenue 
service. He sent to his kinsmen at Belvoir on the Potomac a transcript 
(now penes me) of his father’s MS. This stimulated George William 
Fairfax of Virginia during a visit to Leeds Castle in 1761, in turn to 
make a contribution to the family annals; by a narrative entry con- 
cerning the generations of the fourth and fifth Lords Fairfax (Wyke- 
ham-Martin, pp. 191). The notes of this essay, with additions to in- 
clude his own family, were also used by George William Fairfax as an 
extension of the chart pedigree in his copy of Thoresby, Ducatus 
Leodiensis (1715) which subsequently came into the hands of Joseph 
Hunter (1783-1861) the non-conformist antiquary, and is now penes me. 
Although these last mentioned notes were removed by Mr. Hunter from 
the book, they have been preserved in his Familiae Minorum Gentium 
(Harl. Pub., 1886, xl, 1295). 

All of this eighteenth century genealogy followed the pleasant form 
of the Analecta Fairfaxiana and lacked that documentation which is de- 
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manded by modern criticism. Specifically, George William Fairfax’s 
contribution lacked essential dates with reference to the family of the 
fifth Lord Fairfax, though giving them for his own. 

The House of Lords records of the Fairfax peerage cases of 1800 
and 1908 here fail us also. They have preserved much important pri- 
mary evidence, but, being concerned primarily with the Towlston and 
Belvoir branch of the family, contain little of importance on the Leeds 
Castle household. Again, Hasted (History of Kent, 1793, ii, 476 s. v. 
Leeds Castle) ; Whitaker (Loidis and Elmete, 1816 s. v. Otley Parish), 
and even the resourceful G. E. C. (Complete Peerage, s. v. Fairfax of 
Cameron, and Colepeper) are all unexpectedly vague as to this particular 
generation ; and, as it happens, it falls in the interval between those rich 
mines of genealogical source material, the collections of family letters 
which we have cited. The source record has now been lost. See note 
49 ante. 


8 Aug., 1665.’ He matriculated at Magdalen College, Oxon, 
November 10, 1675, ‘aged 18’ (Foster) ; but seems soon there- 
after to have transferred to St. Johns College, Cambridge; 
which university was in the tradition of his family (Venn; 
and Cf. Torry, Founders and Benefactors of St. Johns, 1888, 
p. 52). In 1685 he was first returned to Parliament as burgess 
for Malton (Official Returns of M. P.s, 1878), so that when 
his father died in the last year of James II and he succeeded 
to the title, he was already a person of sufficient importance 
of make it count that he ‘heartily concurred in the revolution 
of 1688.’ He was one of the small band of gentlemen who, 
in November of that year, under the leadership of the earl 
of Danby, seized York in the interest of the Prince of Orange 
(Luttrell, Brief Relation, i, 478; The Memoirs of Sir John 
Reresby (ed. Cartwright, 1875), 411 ff. Fairfax was, for this 
reason, one of the Yorkshiremen to whom James II made 
specific advances after he got to France; and he was in con- 
sequence confined, for a brief season, in the Tower. See the 
Information of the Jacobite agent, John Lunt, 1694, in His- 
torical MSS Comission, 14th Report, Appendix pt. iv, p. 294; 
Luttrell, iv, 60). To the convention Parliament he was returned 
as Knight of the Shire for Yorkshire, being the seventh of 
his family to attain that responsibility in, what is more re- 
markable, the sixth successive generation. In that capacity 
he sat in the House of Commons thenceforth continuously 
until the act of Union with the Crown of Scotland (1707) 
disqualified him, as being a Scots peer (Luttrell, vi, 232). 


During this period he became also an active officer in William 
III’s Household cavalry and saw service in Ireland in 
the Boyne campaign and later in Flanders (Luttrell, i, 233, 
585; ili, 258). His subsequent military career, proved by 
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entries in the State Papers, was summed up in George William 
Fairfax’s entry in the Leeds Castle bible, 1761, as follows: 


‘On 31 December, 1688, he was made Lieut. Colonel of the 
third regiment of Horse Guards, whence he was promoted, 
20th January, 1693, to the King’s Own Regiment of Horse, 
and on 9th March, 1701, made Brigadier General.’ 


Although he served as Deputy Lieutenant for Kent, as well 
as for Yorkshire (Cal. State Papers, Dom. 1702-3, p. 394), and 
his children were all born at Leeds Castle, he lived chiefly in 
Yorkshire, at his house on Castle hill in the city of York and 
at Denton Hall, and practised at both places an abundant 
hospitality (Markham, Admiral Robert Fairfax, p. 231). At 
Denton there is a pleasant glimpse of him in Thoresby’s diary 
for September, 1702 (Atkinson, Ralph Thoresby, 1885, ii, 64). 
Thoresby noted that he ‘was glad to observe the continuance 
of so religious an order in the family, all the servants, etc., 
being called in to daily prayers.’ Lord Fairfax showed him 
‘the gardens, the hawks, horses, brood mares and foals, for 
which 80 J. has been refused ;? but Thoresby was best pleased 
in the old library, ‘for which my lord is preparing a new place.’ 
The next day, ‘My Lord very kindly rode with us part of the 
way and showed us four of his oxen, that are the largest, finest 
beasts that ever I beheld.’ 


The anxiety of the third Lord Fairfax to provide for his 
daughter, the Duchess of Buckingham, had, however, de- 
prived his successors of the income which the first Lord Fairfax 
had left to support the family dignity (See Appendix) ; the 
fifth Lord Fairfax had moreover inherited an extravagance 
which was characteristic of his race. The confusion of Lord 
Culpeper’s affairs did not permit of relief from that estate, and 
in consequence, despite frequent filips of patronage from the 
government (Cal. State Papers, Dom., 1689-90, pp, 438, 447), 
Fairfax became heavily burdened by debts, aggregating ‘near 
two and twenty thousand pound.’ In December, 1709, be- 
ing then in his fifty-third year, he was in London harassed 
by his creditors. The land agent and the servant who alone 
attended him persuaded him to go into concealment. A letter 
addressed to his wife two months later (The Fairfax Corres- 
pondence, iv, 242) rehearses what followed: 

‘I cannot learn any other reason Williams had in taking my 
Lord away, but to have the better opportunity of plundering 
him when dead, which he saw would soon happen: he was re- 
moved the 13th of December and died the 6th of January. He 
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had several notes of Sir Francis Child and a bag of guineas 
before him a quarter of an hour before he left Pall Mall; 
and a porter carried him from the chocolate house in the same 
street, from Mrs. Margett [his daughter], forty pounds; and 
as no creditors were paid at his last lodging or knew where 
to find him, Williams or his man took his monies when he 
was dead or dying. The servant was a creature of Williams’ 
and one that he helped my Lord to.’ 


It was thus that, far from his own people, Fairfax died on 
January 6, 1709/10; and on the January roth following, was 
buried at St. Martins in the Fields, as the parish register 
records. Subsequently, an MI. was set up in Otley Church 
(Whitaker, Loidis and Elmete), which has since disappeared. 


His will was as follows: 


P. C. C. Young, 45. 
Will dated December 30, 17009. 
Proved June 4, 1711. 


Thomas Lord Fairfax Baron of Cameron in North Britain. All 
my manors etc. estate real & personal (except shares of wreck 
granted to me by Her Majesty by indenture under Great Seal dat. 
3 Apr. 1707) to Sir John Bucknall of Oschay, co. Hertf. knight, 
Robert Fairfax of Saint Clements Danes, co. Middx. esq. Bryan 
Fairfax jun of St. Margarets Westminster esq. & Bybye Lake of 
Middle Temple London esq. in fee on trust to pay debts and legacies, 
& then for my son Thomas F. in fee. Sd shares of wreck to Henry 
Hawker of St. Annes Westminster esq. on trust as to 30 of the 
shares for my younger children, two shares to sister Mary Fairfax, 
two others for sd. Bryan Fairfax, one share for sd Robert Fairfax 
& rest for my sd. son Thomas F. Sd. Sir John Bucknall & other 
trustees to be exers & guardians of my son Thomas F. during his 
minority. Witns. Stephen Crowe, Letitia Crowe John Hudson. 

Prob. by Bibye Lake esq. one of the exers. Power reserved for 
Sir John Bucknall knight, Robert Fairfax & Bryan Fairfax the other 
exers. ] 


and by him had: 


i Margaret, 1692-1755, m. 1725, ‘Dr. David Wilkins, Pre- 
bendary of Canterbury and Archdeacon of Suffolk,’ o. s. p. 


[She was baptised in Bromfield, January 4, 1691/2, as ‘Mar- 
garet, daur. of Thomas, Lord Fairfax, by the Lady Catherine 
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his wife.’ Her m. and d. (without issue) from the Leeds 
Castle Bible. ] 


ii Thomas, 1693-1781, sixth Lord Fairfax, of whom here- 
after. 


iii Catherine, 1695-1716, unmarried. 


[She was baptised in Bromfield, July 2, 1695, as ‘Catherine, 
the daughter of Thomas Lord Fairfax and the Lady Catherine 
his wife,’ and by a like description was there also buried, 
August 7, 1716. Named in her grandmother’s will (1710) 
for a legacy, her mother administered upon her estate (P. C. C. 
Admon Act Book, 1716), as explained in her own will.] 


iv Henry Culpeper, 1697-1734, 0. s. p. 


[He was baptised in Bromfield, July 14, 1697, as ‘Henry 
Culpeper Fairfax, son of Thomas Lord Fairfax and the Lady 
Catherine his wife, born 9 July;’ and was there buried also, 
October 19, 1734, as ‘the Hon. Henry Culpeper Fairfax.’ 
George William Fairfax entered in the Leeds Castle Bible, 
1761, as to him: ‘A gentleman well versed in the mathematicks, 
and other branches of polite literature, died at Leeds Castle, 
October 14, 1734.’ He matriculated at Oriel College, Oxford, 
29 January, 1713/14, aged 16; and graduated B. A., 15 October, 
1716 (Registrum Orielense, ed. Shadwell, 1902). He was 
Captain-Lieutenant in Sybourg’s Horse (Seventh Dragoon 
Guards), 24 February, 1718/19; and in August, 1730, com- 
manded a company in Brigadier Edward Fielding’s regiment 
of Invalids (W. O. 25: 89; Dalton, George I’s Army, 1912, ii, 
162). On January 11, 1726/7, he was elected a Fellow of the 
Royal Society on the strength of his specialty in mathematics 
(Records of the Royal Society, 1901, p. 254). There are 
obituaries in London Magazine and Gentleman’s Magazine, 
1734.] 


v Ann, 1698, ob. infans. 


[She was baptised in Bromfield, July 11, 1698, as ‘Ann, 
Daughter of Thomas Lord Fairfax and the Lady Catherine 
his wife, born 9 July.’ There is no entry of her burial in 
the register but she is ignored by the family wills of that 
generation, and by the Leeds Castle Bible. Moreover, Mar- 
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‘Thomas son of Thomas Lord Fairfax and the Lady Cath- 
erine his wife was born 22 October and bapt. 31 October 1693.’ 
garet, Lady Culpeper, wrote to Thomas Jones, December 109, 
1706, ‘My daughter and her seven children are all very well.’] 


vi Frances, 1703-1791, m. Denny Martin of Salts, in Loose, 
co. Kent, of whom hereafter. 


vii Mary, 1705-1739, unmarried. 


[She was baptised in Bromfield, March 12, 1704/5, as ‘Mary, 
daughter of Thomas, Lord Fairfax, and the Lady Catherine 
his wife,’ and was there buried also, September 22, 1739, as 
‘the Hon. Mary Fairfax, daughter of the Right Hon. Thomas 
Lord Fairfax.’ There is an obituary notice in Gentleman’s 
Magazine, 1739, p. 496. Named in her mother’s will for a 
fortune of £2,000, she left the following will of her own: 


Canterbury Consistory 61: 1138. 
Will dated September 14, 1739. 
Proved October 23, 1739. 


Mary Fairfax, daur. of the late Right Hon. Lord F. of Leeds Castle, 
co. Kent. To be bur. in parish church of Bromfield in the burial place 
of my family. £5 to poor of Bromfield; to my brother the Honourable 
(sic) Thomas Lord F. £900, he paying £8 yearly to my old servant Ann 
Burr (for her long and faithful service) for life; to my brother the 
Hon. Robert F. £900; to my sister the Hon. Mrs. Wilkins & to Rev. 
Dr. Wilkins each a £10 ring; to my sister the Hon. Mrs. Martin & 
her husband Denny M.-£10 each for mourning; to my nephew & godson 
Denny Martin £100 to place him in the world; to my dearest & best 
friend & kinswoman Mrs. Mary Sherrard, sister to the Earl of Har- 
borough, £50; to my eldest neices Mrs. Frances & Sibby Martin £5 
each, etc.; to my servant Ann Burr, clothes; to my brother, the Hon. 
Robert F., diamond girdle, etc., arrears of interest due to me from my 
brother, the Right Hon. Lord F., & rest of personal estate, & he to be 
exor. Waitns. Francis Muriell, Edward Harrison. 

Proved by Hon. Robert F., bro. & exor.] 


viii Robert, 1706-1793, seventh Lord Fairfax, of whom here- 
after. 


XVI. Thomas Fairfax (Catherine Culpeper™, wife of 
Thomas, fifth Lord Fairfax), 1693-1781, sixth Lord Fairfax 
was born at Leeds Castle, as appears from the following entry 
of his baptism in the Bromfield register: 
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The only surviving references to him in his childhood are 
in two letters addressed to his father by Brian Fairfax, the 
elder, in October and November, 1700 (The Fairfax Corres- 
pondence, iv, 258, 262): ‘I hope my pretty nephew is well’ 
and ‘My service to my little nephew.’ 

On January 21, 1709/10, a few days after his father’s 
death, and when he was just past his sixteenth birthday, he 
matriculated at Oriel College, Oxford (Registrum Orielense, 
ed. Shadwell, ii, 25). That he remained in residence at least 
three years appears from a childish letter addressed to him 
at Oxford in January, 1712/13, by his sister Catherine (Fair- 
fax MSS. Bodleian Library). If he was, as Burnaby records, 
the contributor of one of the still anonymous numbers of The 
Spectator, it must thus have been while he was in college, 
for the last number of that periodical is dated December 6, 
1712; but, considering his age and the fact that his name has 
not come to light in all the profuse literature of memoirs and 
published letters of the reign of Queen Anne, it seems neces- 
sary to abandon this picturesque tradition. 

The record of him at his coming of age is all of sordid and 
distressing business, leading up to the final alienation in 1716 
of Denton and Bilborough, the estates in Yorkshire, which the 
first Lord Fairfax had entailed for the support of his peerage ; 
a transaction which has been distorted by uncritical family 
tradition (See Appendix). 

When his mother died in 1719, and he became the actual 
head of the family, he was in his twenty-sixth year. A Whig 
by inheritance, he then seemed to have every political oppor- 
tunity to retrieve his shattered fortune in a career at the court 
of George I; and he duly made a beginning in that direction. 
In August, 1721, we find him enrolled, in the tradition of his 
father’s military service, as a ‘coronet’ in the Horse Guards, 
Blue (Dalton, George I’s Army, 1912, ii, 196) and holding a 
post at Court as Treasurer of the Household under the Lord 
Chamberlain (Cal. Treasury Papers, 1720-28, p. 78). To 
this period belongs also his negotiation for an ambitious mar- 
riage. Burnaby records that he was jilted, that the lady who 
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had contracted herself to him ‘preferred the higher honour 
of being a duchess.’ In this mortification Fairfax saw to it 
that the lady’s name should be forgotten so far as concerned 
him: although he preserved a counterpart of the intended mar- 
riage settlement and took it to America with him, when at last 
it came to light in the garret at Greenway Court nearly a 
century after his death, it was found that he had carefully cut 
out of the parchment all that identified the lady to whom it 
referred.** 

Whether it was the failure of this marriage, or the fact that 
he lost his post at court on the accession of Sir Robert Wal- 
pole to power, Fairfax now abandoned his plan to make a 
public career, and retired to Leeds Castle; where, until 1733, 
he led the life of a private country gentleman. 

In 1730 Virginia launched her final attack upon the Northern 
Neck proprietary by demanding of the Crown a limitation of 
the bounds which had been claimed by the resident agent and 
lessee, Robert Carter (Journals H. B., 1727-40, p. 92). When 
this demand reached England there came with it also the news 
of Col. Carter’s death. Until then Fairfax had taken little 
interest in the proprietary. Although he had been since 1710 
the owner of Alexander Culpeper’s undivided sixth under his 
grandmother’s will and, since 1719, the life tenant of the re- 
maining five-sixths under his mother’s will, he had left the 
management of the entire business to Col. Cage, his mother’s 
trustee ; but the double necessity of protecting his inheritance 
and of establishing a new resident agent now roused him to 
individual action. Following his father’s example in a similar 
situation forty years before, he countered on Virginia by filing 
with the Crown a memorial of his own, praying that the bounds 
of the proprietary be established ; and so precipitated the notable 
cause of Fairfax v. Virginia, which was to depend before the 


54 This marriage settlement was one of the Fairfax papers which 
came into the hands of Thomas Bryan Martin when Lord Fairfax died 
in 1781; were stored in the garret at Greenway Court at the time of his 
death in 1798; and subsequently were casually examined by the Kenner- 
leys before they were burned in 1875. See Scribner's Monthly (1879), 
XViii, 715; note 49 ante. 
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Privy Council for fifteen years and result in a brilliant victory 
for the proprietor (Acts P. C., Colonial, iii, 385 ff.; Hening, 
vi, 198). 

Having first dispatched his kinsman, William Fairfax, then 
royal Collector of Customs at Salem in Massachusetts, to suc- 
ceed Robert Carter-as the resident agent for the Northern Neck, 
Fairfax himself went out to Virginia in May, 1735, and there 
remained until September, 1737, while the surveys ordered by 
the Privy Council were in progress (the dates appear in 
Gooch’s dispatches of January 8, 1735/6, and November 6, 
1737). During this visit he resided with William Fairfax, at 
first in Westmoreland and later at Falmouth on the Rappa- 
hannock ; and, having procured the Virginia Assembly to pass 
the act of 1736 (Hening, iv, 514) which recognised him as the 
inheritor of Lord Culpeper’s charter of 1688, himself executed 
a number of land grants, including the reservation of his own 
Leeds Manor in what have since become Fauquier, Warren 
and Clarke counties (N. N., E: 1-45). The excursions he then 
made beyond the Blue Ridge determined him to establish his 
residence in the colony (See William Beverley’s letter, W. & 
M. Quar., iii, 227). The final decree determining, in his favor, 
the litigation with the Virginia government, was entered April 
II, 1745, and in the summer of 1747 (Cf. Maryland Gazette, 
November 17, 1747), being then fifty-four years of age, he 
duly returned to Virginia, where henceforth for 44 years he 
lived out his long life. 

For several years he resided at Belvoir on the Potomac, the 
residence William Fairfax had built in 1741 on the neck below 
Mount Vernon, and it was there that he met George Wash- 
ington; but in the summer of 1751 he sent to England for 
another young man in whom also he was interested, his nephew 
Thomas Bryan Martin; and in the autumn of that year went 
to live with him at the ‘quarter’ he had laid out in 1747 (it 
is mentioned in Washington’s diary of 1748) in the new county 
of Frederick (now Clarke), beyond the Shenandoah, adjoining 
the western boundary of Leeds Manor. That this was, how- 
ever, intended to be only a temporary arrangement appears 
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from his grant of the Frederick ‘quarter’ to Martin on May 
21, 1752, as he came of age, with 8,840 acres of surrounding 
land; stipulating (NV. N., H: 179) that this tract was ‘to be 
known and called by the name of the Manor of Greenway 
Court,’ after the Culpeper manor in Kent. 


The popular accounts of Fairfax for the remaining thirty 
years of his life usually put the emphasis on his solitude. 
Despite a characteristic reserve of manner, he seems, how- 
ever, to have been no anchorite but to have enjoyed such few 
associates of the breeding to which he was accustomed as were 
available to him on the frontier; and somewhat shyly, to have 
sought them out. He had duly taken up the traditional 
English duty of local magistracy. On October 30, 1749, dur- 
ing the presidency of Lewis Burwell, the Virginia Council 


‘Ordered that a special Commission issue to empower the 
Right Honourable the Lord Fairfax to act as a Justice of the 
Peace in all the Counties of the Northern Neck,’ 


and, at Dinwiddie’s request (Dinwiddie Papers, i, 48, 82, 312), 
he assumed, in 1754, the active duty of County Lieutenant of 
Frederick: but as the membership of the Frederick bench over 
which he presided was then hardly that of a select club, it may 
be assumed that his diligent attendance also at the courts of 
the tidewater counties (as shown by the records of those 
counties), in the commissions of which he was also included, 
was a search for congenial society. There are records, too, 
of periodical visits to Belvoir and, less frequently, to Williams- 
burg, as on the occasion in 1759 when Burnaby met him at a 
reception by Governor Fauquier at the Palace. 

Looking back at him across the gulf of the American Revo- 
lution, there has been also an effort to see in Fairfax the 
arch tory, the personification of the hated government. There 
is no justification for this in anything he himself did or said, 
and it is significant that when confiscations were the order 
of the day the Assembly treated him with marked consider- 
ation. The only resident peer in America, he was accorded 
all the privileges of a Virginia citizen and was never molested 
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even by the mob. This could only be because it was recog- 
nised that his political sentiments were essentially liberal and 
practically inoffensive to the revolution. Indeed, Fairfax had 
never been a tory. On the contrary, he was brought up in 
the principles of the ‘glorious’ revolution of 1688, in which 
his father actively participated ; and had, himself, lost his post 
at George I’s Court by expressing such sentiments too logically. 
If, then, he was distressed by the march of events in the colo- 
nies, it was not because he agreed with George III and Lord 
North. There were other gentlemen in Virginia who shared 
his views in that respect and did not consider themselves the 
less good Virginians because they did so. 

In this situation it remained for the fertile imagination of 
Parson Weems to paint in doggerel (in his immortal History 
of the Life and Death, Virtues and Exploits of General George 
Washington, first published in 1800) what has come to be the 
accepted portrait of Fairfax in the character of one whose heart 
was broken by a disaster to that heavy material society which, 
as it happened, was precisely what he had come to Virginia 
to escape. 


‘Little did the old gentleman expect that he was educating 
a youth who should one day dismember the British Empire 
and break his own heart, which truly came to pass. For on 
hearing that Washington had captured Cornwallis and all his 
army, he called out to his black waiter, ‘Come Joe! carry me 
to my bed! for I’m sure ’tis high time for me to die!’ 


‘Then up rose Joe, all at the word 


And took his master’s arm 
And to his bed he softly led 
The lord of Greenway farm. 


‘There he call’d on Britain’s name 
And oft he wept full sore 

And sigh’d—thy will, O Lord, be done 
And word spake never more.’ 


This is an excellent example of an argument from the 
principle post hoc propter hoc, but as it happens, it was not 
Washington’s own appreciation of the end of his early patron. 
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In the midst of the distresses of the winter camp at Valley 
Forge, Washington wrote a cheerful gossiping letter to his 
friend of more than thirty years, George William Fairfax, 
then in England. The date was ‘Head-Quarters, Pennsylvania, 
11 March, 1778’ (Writings of Washington, ed. Ford, vi, 413) 
and among other things he said, ‘Lord Fairfax, as I have been 
told, after having bowed down to the grave, is perfectly 
restored and enjoys his usual good health and as much vigor 
as fall to the lot of ninety.’ That is hardly the picture of a 
desponding loyalist, but of an old man who has lived sanely 
and at the end was enjoying the reward of peace of mind 
and a modicum of physical comfort. 

Washington was, however, mistaken in one detail. Fairfax 
was not ninety in 1778, nor did he ever attain that age, though 
he lived on for more than three years. It is truly recorded in 
the same Bromfield register in which his baptism had been 
entered, that 


‘Thomas, Lord Fairfax, died at his Proprietary in Virginia, 
9g December, 1781, in the eighty-ninth year of his age.’ 


Fairfax had always lived in Virginia with the utmost sim- 
plicity. His personal bearing was what would now be called 
democratic, though he never had the remotest appreciation of 
what that term has come to mean. His residence remained to 
the end a mere wilderness lodge, which was not even his own 
property; for he never acted upon his original intention to 
build a house, although he had selected for that purpose a 
noble site upon a summit of a western spur on the Blue Ridge 
overlooking the lower valley of the Shenandoah, within the 
limits of Leeds Manor. The colour of the picture painted in 
Burke’s Peerage, of his ‘baronial hospitality’ is mere mythology. 
There was many a contemporary tidewater planter who would 
have been ashamed of the rude plenty of his table, bereft of 
luxuries: at which, indeed, his younger brother sneered in 
1768 (MS. letter penes me). He had no such cellar of Ma- 
deira wine as was in his time to be found in most, even mod- 
erately well to do, Virginia plantation houses. His London 
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agent and devoted friend, Samuel Athawes, sent him out every 
year new clothes of the latest fashion, but, unlike George 
Washington, he did not wear them. His plate was like his 
library, sufficient for decent comfort but inadequate for show; 
such as one could find today in east Africa in the hunting lodges 
of Englishmen, who, like Fairfax, have sought in vast open 
spaces a surcease of the pains engendered by civilization. 

In these habits Fairfax escaped his family failing of ex- 
travagance. Although never an exacting landlord, and grossly 
imposed upon after William Fairfax’s death, he lived to see 
the whole five million acres of his principality covered by a 
population, most of whom yielded him a nominal, but in the 
aggregate necessarily important, annual quit rent. There was 
found in his house when he died, cash amounting to more than 
£47,000 in Virginia currency (See his inventory in Va. Mag., 
viii, 1), despite the fact that he had steadily given of his sub- 
stance to all his kin, particularly to his spendthrift brother, 
Robert, who had married two fortunes and run through them 
both. 

Bryan Martin wrote to Bryan Fairfax from Greenway Court, 
February 3, 1782, ‘His Lordship died December the 9th and is 
interred in the church in Winchester’ (MS. penes me). Fol- 
lowing Parson Weems and Kercheval, it is usual to record that 
the Proprietor died at Greenway Court. The persistent local 
tradition is, however, that the demise occurred in Winchester ; 
that the old man, feeling ill, had ridden over to that town to 
consult his physician, Dr. Cornelius Baldwin, and died in his 
house. In support of this tradition is the fact that Lord Fair- 
fax’s great jack boots (the same which were presented by the 
late Governor F. W. M. Holliday to the Virginia Historical 
Society and are now included in its collection at Richmond) 
stood for many years in the hall of Dr. Baldwin’s residence at 
Winchester. There is no doubt, however, of the place of 
burial. Supplementing the statement of Bryan Martin already 
quoted, another nearly contemporary letter (MS. penes me) 
to Bryan Fairfax (from his brother George William, then in 
England, and dated April 15, 1782) gives further detail: 
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‘Upon receiving several very pressing letters from M', now 
Lord, Fairfax urging much to see me at Leeds Castle in Kent, 
as he had received Letters from Officers particular Friends of 
his at New York, informing him that his Brother, the good old 
Lord, was no more; as soon as I was really able I set off, 
was at the Castle eight or ten days, satisfied his Lordship 
how I had disposed of his Power of Attorney and yesterday 
I returned from thence. I must own at first I had my doubts, 
as neither He nor myself had received even a Scrip of such 
information from M* Martin or any other Friend, untill the 
Letters above mentioned were put into my hands, one of which 
says—Lord Fairfax is dead and was interred the 27" of De- 
cember last at Winchester—the other confirms it by saying that 
he actually saw him interred on the same day and place.’ 


The first resting place was the original parish church of Fred- 
erick, a large stone building erected at Fairfax’s own cost in 
1762. This building stood on the corner of Loudoun (Main) 
and Boscawen (Water) streets in the town of Winchester 
(Cartmel, Shenandoah Valley Pioneers, 1909, pp. 183, 138), 
where a stone today displays an inscription recoring that ‘Lord 
Fairfax was first buried on this spot, and afterwards removed 
and buried under Christ Church in this town.’*> The Christ 
Church so referred to was built on the corner of Washington 


55 Major Robert T. Barton of Winchester has graciously permitted 
the editor of these notes to include here the following interesting 
quotation from a personal letter dated June 12, 1925, viz: 

‘The present Christ Church was designed by John Bruce, whose sur- 
viving account book contains the following entry: 

**1829, May first, Digging the foundation of church and re-intering 
the body of Lord Fairfax, $36.’ 

‘Subsequently the church was enlarged and the chancel removed about 
fifty feet to the rear or north. Recently when other improvements were 
being discussed, I secured the permission of the vestry to attempt to 
locate Lord Fairfax’s remains that they might be made secure from 
future disturbance and uncertainty. This permission granted, excavations 
were begun south of the original church rear wall where the chancel 
must have been located. We had about given up the search, having 
concluded that bones and coffin had disappeared with time, when one 
of the negroes who was doing the excavations (this sounds like a fairy 
story) and who ministers to his people for a Sunday occupation, said 
he had dreamed that he would find Lord Fairfax’s remains at a certain 
spot close to a large center wall which split the basement of the church. 
This spot was some distance beyond where we thought the original 
chancel had been located, though only about ten feet from the rear 
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and Water Streets in 1829 (Bishop Meade, ii, 287, says 1827) 
and thereafter the vestry erected therein a marble tablet, which, 
the tradition is, was removed from the original church. On 
this was an MI., as follows: 


[Arms, apparently those of the Viscounts Fairfax of Embly, 
with a motto, ‘Je le feray durant ma vie.’ | 


wall. The negro dug there and about eighteen inches under the dirt 
cellar floor found the remains of a skeleton and coffin. We carefully 
exhumed the remains which were buried directly under the center 
wall, the skull on one side and the lower bones on the other, having 
evidently been placed there before the wall was erected. Only a line 
in the earth showed the location of the top and sides of the coffin, 
but the bottom was partly preserved. The top of the skull was well 
preserved as were some of the larger bones, but as the jaw bone 
was found near the middle of the coffin, it would appear that the 
skeleton was broken when originally exhumed. We found three rusty 
wrought iron handles and several wrought iron nails but no coffin plate, 
although a careful search was made. 

‘I recall that either Kerchival or Norris states that many silver 
ornaments were found in the original grave. The Pennsylvania His- 
torical Society has in its possession a silver coffin plate reputed to be 
that of Thomas Lord Fairfax. This may explain the absence of any 
plate with the remains recently exhumed. 

‘Only two other persons are known to have been buried under the 
church, a former rector and his wife, but their remains were placed 
in a different part of the church according to the memory of persons 
now living, so I think there is no question that the remains discovered 
were those of the Proprietor of the Northern Neck. Their location 
beneath the original center wall renders their identification certain. 

‘It is proposed to re-inter the remains in the spot at which they 
were found, in a casket sheathed in lead, and to mark this spot for all 
time with a tablet showing the name and title of Lord Fairfax, and 
the dates and places of his birth, death, burial and several interments.’ 

Regarding the coffin plate, Mr. Ernest Spofford, Assistant Librarian 
of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, advises : 

‘The Society has in one of its show cases an oval plate (4 3/8 x 3 5/8 
inches), which has been labeled as the ‘Plate from the Coffin of Lord 
Thomas Fairfax who died in Frederick County, Va., December 12, 
1781.’ The plate itself bears no inscription but simply contains a coat 
of arms. If it were not for the supporters (two lions), the motto 
(Je le feray durant ma vie), and the jewels on the coronet (seven, and 
not four), I would assume that the armorial bearings were those of the 
Lord Fairfax who was buried in Virginia in 1781. 

‘Unfortunately, I never have succeeded in finding any record to indi- 
cate the history of the plate, but one of the Society’s older members, 
Dr. Charles Harrod Vinton, recalls that he was told many years ago 
that it was acquired by purchase for the Society by the late Charles 
R. Hildeburn.’ 
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‘In Memory of Thomas, Lord Fairfax, who died 1782, and 
whose ashes repose underneath this church, which he endowed,’ 


It will be noted that the date here cited, apparently follow- 
ing Burnaby, is erroneous. For this consideration, as well 
as others, a new bronze tablet was, in the autumn of 1925, set 
up in Christ Church on the occasion of the re-interment there 
of Lord Fairfax’s dust; on which is an MI. as follows: 


[Arms, Fairfax of Cameron quartering Culpeper, with the 
motto, ‘Fare Fac,’ being the achievement which Lord Fairfax 
himself preferred to use in relation to Virginia, as identifying 
the origin of his proprietary title ; and which he had displayed, 
e. g., on the third (1745) state of John Warner’s map of the 
Northern Neck.] 


‘Under this Spot repose the Remains of Thomas, sixth Lord 
Fairfax of Cameron, Son of Thomas, fifth Lord Fairfax, 
and Catherine Culpeper, his wife. Born at Leeds Castle, 
County Kent, England, October 22, 1693. Died at his pro- 
prietary of the Northern Neck in Virginia, December 9, 1781, 
in the eighty-ninth year of his age. He was buried in the 
original Frederick Parish Church at the corner of Loudoun 
(Main) and Boscawen (Water) Streets, whence his remains 
were removed to this church in 1828; where they were re- 
interred in 1925, when this tablet was erected by the Vestry 
of Christ Church,’ 


His will (first printed by Cartmel, p. 134, but noted in Va. 
Mag., xviii, 206), which gave occupation to the Virginia courts 
for many years to come,®® was as follows: 


56 The relation of this will to the devolution of title to the Northern 
Neck proprietary is discussed in the following cases, viz: 

1786, Hite v. Fairfax, 4 Call, 42; 1805, Marshall v. Conrad, 5 Call, 
364; 1810-1816, Hunter v. Fairfax’s devisees, 1 Munford, 218; 7 Cranch, 
603; 4 Munford, 3; 1 Wheaton, 304. The vicissitudes of this litigation 
have been graphically elaborated, with local colour, by Beveridge, Life 
of John Marshall, and H. C. Groome, Northern Neck Lands (F. H. S. 
Bulletin). 

There is also an interpretation of the codicil in Catlett v. Marshall 
(1839), 10 Leigh, 79. 


ine 
SRA 
: 
| 
, 


82, and 
lowed.’ 


follow- 
is well 


set 
it there 


ith the 
Fairfax 
itifying 
played, 

of the 


h Lord 
‘airfax, 
Castle, 
is pro- 
), 1781, 
in the 
oudoun 
‘emains 
ere re- 
Vestry 


in Va. 
courts 


Jorthern 


, 5 Call, 
Cranch, 
itigation 
ge, Life 


arshall 


PROPRIETORS OF THE NORTHERN NECK 45 


Frederick W. B. 4: 583. 

Will dated November 8, 1777. 
Codicil dated November 27, 1779. 
Proved May 5, 1782. 


I, the Right Honourable Thomas Lord Fairfax, Baron of Cameron 
in that part of Great Britain called Scotland and Proprietor of the 
Northern Neck of Virginia. 

I give and devise all that my undivided sixth part or share of my 
lands and Plantations in the colony of Virginia, commonly called or 
known by the name of the Northern Neck of Virginia, with the 
several advowsons, and the right of presentations thereto belonging 
or appertaining, I have therein, with the messuages and tenements, 
buildings, hereditaments and all other appurtenances thereto belonging; 
all or any part whereof being formerly the estate of the Honourable 
Alexander Culpeper, Esquire, deceased; Together with all other lands 
and tenements I have, am possessed of, or have a right to in the said 
colony of Virginia, to the Reverend Mr. Denny Martin, my nephew, 
now of the County of Kent in Great Britain, to him, his heirs and 
assigns forever, if he the said Denny Martin should be alive at the 
time of my death: 

But in case he should not, then I give and devise the same and 
every part and parcel thereof to Thomas Bryan Martin, Esquire, 
his next brother now living with me, to him, his heirs and assigns 
forever; and in case of his death before me, 

Then I give and devise the same and every part and parcel thereof 
to my other nephew, Philip Martin, Esquire, brother to the afore- 
mentioned Denny and Thomas, and to his heirs and assigns forever, 

Provided Always that the said Denny Martin if alive at the time 
of my decease, or in case of his death, the said Thomas Bryan Martin, 
if he should be alive at the time of my decease; or in case of both 
their deaths the said Philip Martin, if he should be alive at the time 
of my decease, shall pay or cause to be paid to my nieces, Frances 
Martin, Sybilla Martin and Anna Susanna Martin, and to each and 
every of them that shall be living at the time of my decease, an 
Annuity of one hundred pounds sterling during their and each of their 
natural lives and 

[Provided] further that the said Denny or he to whom the said 
sixth part of the said Northern Neck shall pass by this my will shall 
procure an Act of Parliament to pass to take upon him the name 
of Fairfax and coat of arms. 

To Thomas Bryan Martin 600 acres purchased of John Borden, and 
all stock of cattle, sheep, horses, implements of husbandry, household 
goods and furniture on ‘the Farm or plantation whereon I now live 
called Greenway Court.’ To nephews Denny, Thomas Bryan and 
Philip, all negro slaves. To brother ‘the honourable Robert Fairfax, 
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Esq.’ £500; reciting previous advance of ‘a considerable pecuniary 
legacy’ bequeathed to him by will now cancelled. To sister Frances 
Martin £500. Remainder to ‘my elder nephew the aforesaid Rev'd 
Denny Martin.’ 

Executors: Thomas Bryan Martin, Peter Hog, Gabriel Jones. To 
last two 500 pounds ‘current money of Virginia, apiece.’ Estate to be 
inventoried but not appraised. 

Witnesses: John Hite, Angus McDonald, Richard Rigg, John Le- 
garde, Thomas Smythers. 

Republished October 5, 1778, in presence of Isaac Zane, Daniel 


Field. 

Codicil: To Bryan Fairfax [later eighth Lord Fairfax] one fourth 
of negro slaves. To ‘the second child of the aforesaid Bryan Fairfax 
during his or her natural life’ annuity of £100 effective after death of 
Frances Martin. To the ‘third’ and ‘fourth’ children of Bryan Fairfax 
like annuities after the deaths of Sibylla and Anna Susanna Martin 
respectively. To Peter Hog and Gabriel Jones £500 sterling in lieu of 
previous legacy of ‘current money.’ 

Witnesses: Robert Mackey, Peter Catlett, John Sherman Wood- 
cock, John Hite. 

Proved by Thomas Bryan Martin and Gabriel Jones, surviving 


executors. 


XVI. Robert Fairfax (Catherine Culpeper, wife of 
Thomas, fifth Lord Fairfax), 1706-1793, seventh Lord Fair- 
fax, was the eighth and youngest child of his mother, and was 
named by his father for a dear friend and kinsman, Admiral 
Robert Fairfax (1665-1735) of Steeton, co. York. He was 
born at Leeds Castle, as appears from the entry of his bap- 
tism in the Bromfield register, viz: 


‘Robert, the son of Thomas Lord Fairfax and the Lady Cath- 
erine his wife, was born 6 November and baptised 7 Novem- 
ber, 1706.’ 


No record of his education survives, or, indeed, of any other 
activity of his youth. 

After his eldest brother had given over the thought of 
marriage, and his second brother, Henry Culpeper Fairfax, 
died in 1734, he became, at the age of 28, heir presumptive 
to the family title and to the reversion of the estates in Kent 
and Virginia which were entailed under his mother’s will. It 
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was then that Lord Fairfax purchased for him a commission 
in the Horse Guards (The War Office record, 25: 89, Com- 
mission Book 1728-41, shows him Lieutenant, August 14, 1737, 
and Captain (exempt), July 21, 1739: he was later styled 
Major, but the commission does not appear). After Lord 
Fairfax returned from his first visit to Virginia and had de- 
termined to retire thence for the remainder of his life, he 
busied himself in establishing Robert as the resident repre- 
sentative of the family in England. He secured his return 
to Parliament as burgess for Maidstone at the session of 1740 
(he was returned again in 1747 in the same capacity, and in 
1754 and 1761 as Knight of the Shire for Kent, but failed 
of re-election to the Parliament of 1767, Official Returns of 
M. P., House of Commons Papers, 1878, vol. 62), and ar- 
ranged his first marriage (April 25, 1741). Robert then went 
to live at the old Greenway Court; but, upon Lord Fairfax’s 
final departure for Virginia in 1747, removed to Leeds Castle, 
which he called home during the remainder of a life which 
was protracted almost to the years of his brother. 

When George Fairfax of Belvoir was in England in 1757 
and again in 1762, he tried to persuade Robert Fairfax to go 
out to Virginia with him, urging (Neill, p. 133), ‘it would 
be much to your interest to see once what must shortly be 
your property ;’ but it was not until the summer of 1768, after 
he had failed of re-election to Parliament, that Robert made 
the voyage (See the notice of his arrival in the Virginia 
Gazette, August 25, 1768). Thenceforth he appears often as 
a visitor at Belvoir in George Washington’s diaries for the 
years 1768 to 1770, so that he must have spent several years 
in America. In 1775, however, he was again established at 
Leeds Castle (Neill, p. 164). 

On the death of Robert Fairfax’s only son in 1747, George 
became heir presumptive to the family title, but not to the 
Culpeper estates. Robert seems to have been willing to do what 
he could to secure to George, out of his inheritance, compen- 
sation for the alienation of the Fairfax estates in Yorkshire, 
but his own extravagant habits and the weakness of his char- 
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acter, which is revealed by his portrait, nullified that purpose. 
Indeed, the shoe was on the other foot: in 1785 George wrote 
to his brother Bryan that he had been compelled to lend money 
to Robert on so many occasions that the calls on him had be- 
come embarrassing. 

At last, on the death of his older brother in 1781, Robert 
succeeded as seventh Lord Fairfax, being himself now seventy- 
five years of age. Under the terms of his mother’s will he 
then, in his own right, became tenant in tail of Leeds Castle 
and of five-sixths of the Northern Neck proprietary. The 
Virginia estate, which was his principal expectation of revenue, 
had however, by that time been sequestered by the new Com- 
monwealth; and Robert, Lord Fairfax, was accordingly re- 
mitted for relief to the act of Parliament (28 George III, c. 44) 
passed for the relief of the American Loyalists. His memorial 
to the commission created under that act was dated April 20, 
1786 (P. R. O. Audit Office, 13: 28) and upon it he was 
allowed and paid £13,006 8s. as the measure of his life in- 
terest in the proprietary (See Eardly-Wilmot, Historical View 
of the Commission for ... Claims of the American Loyalists, 
1815). This allowance was, however, swallowed up by cred- 
itors so that when he died he was in great straits (See obituary 
in Gentleman’s Magazine, August, 1793). It was, indeed, re- 
corded that ‘this last nobleman after living in the most ex- 
travagant profusion, was buried in a manner more humble 
than the corpse of one of the meanest cultivators of his estate.’ 

He was buried in Bromfield, where the following entry was 
made in the register : 


‘Robert Lord Fairfax of Leeds Castle was born 6 November, 
1706, died 15 and bur. 22 July 1793.’ 


His will was as follows: 
P. C. C. Dodwell, 413. 
Will dated August 15, 1791. 
Proved August 15, 1793. 


Robert Lord Fairfax, of Leeds Castle, co. Kent. To be bur. in the 
family vault in the parish church of Bromfield. To my nephew, the Rev. 
Denny Martin Fairfax, D. D., all my manors, etc., in Great Britain, 
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America & elsewhere & all my goods absolutely & he to be exor. Wiins. 
George Burr, Chas. Topping, Stepn. Lamprey. 
Prob. by Rev. Denny Martin Fairfax, D. D., nephew & exor. 


He m., 1st, 1741, Martha, dau. of Anthony Collins (1676- 
1729) of Sandon, co. Essex, 


[These Collins, cadets of an ancient family of the Isle of 
Wight, had been successful lawyers of the Middle Temple 
for two generations, when the grandfather of Robert Fair- 
fax’s wife became a country gentleman by the purchase in 
1687 of the manor of Sandon in Essex (Morant, i, 27). Her 
father, a disciple of Locke, achieved some notoriety in his day 
by his deistical writings (See D. N. B.). He m. a daur. of 
the banker, Sir Francis Child, bart., the elder, and, in con- 
sequence, when he o. s. p. m., his two daughters were con- 
siderable heiresses by reason of their mother’s inheritance. 


Martha was buried in Bromfield, January 31, 1743/4, as 
‘The Hon. Mrs. Martha Fairfax, wife of the Hon. Robert 


Fairfax.’] 
and by her had 
i Thomas, 1743-1747, 0. s. p. 


[The London Magazine, January 24, 1743/4, announced 
‘The Lady of Major Fairfax was delivered of a son and heir 
December 27.’ 


He was baptised in Bromfield, December 28, 1743, as 
‘Thomas, son of the Hon. Robert Fairfax, esquire, and of 
Mrs. Martha Fairfax, his wife;’ and was buried there April 
20, 1747, as ‘The Hon. Thomas Fairfax, infant.’] 


2d, 1749, Dorothy Sarah, dau. of Mawdistly Best 
of Park-house in Boxley, co. Kent, s. p. 


[She was the granddaughter of Thomas Best of Chat- 
ham, brewer, who died leaving a great fortune; on the 
strength of which his son, Mawdistly Best, purchased, in 1720, 
Parkhouse in Boxley and there served the office of Sheriff 
of Kent in 1730. He died, 1744, leaving, in addition to Robert 
Fairfax’s wife, two sons: Thomas Best of Chilston (which he 
purchased from the Hamilton descendants of the first Lord 
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Culpeper), who m. a Scott of Scots-hall and was some time 
M. P. for Canterbury; and James Best of Parkhouse in Box- 
ley, who, like his father, was some time Sheriff of Kent 
( Hasted, i, 540; ii, 130, 435; and the Best pedigree in Berry, 
Kent, p. 382). 


Like Robert Fairfax’s first wife, Dorothy Best was ‘a for- 
tune.’ She was buried in Bromfield, May 23, 1750, as ‘Dorothy 
Sarah, wife of the Hon. Robert Fairfax, in the vault of the 


family.’] 


XVI. Frances Fairfax Martin (Catherine Culpeper’, wife 
of Thomas, fifth Lord Fairfax), 1703-1791, the sixth child 
of her mother, was baptised in Bromfield, November 19, 1703, 
as ‘Frances the daughter of Thomas Lord Fairfax and the 
Lady Catherine his wife.’ In 1721 she married a neighbour, 
Denny Martin (1695-1762) of Salts in Loose, co. Kent, and 
thereafter lived a retired life, appearing in this record only in 
her progeny, several of whom played parts on the Virginia 
scene, as the representatives of the final generation of the de- 
scendants of the first Lord Culpeper. 

Like her eldest brother, she died in her eighty-ninth year; 
and was buried in the Martin vault in the church of Loose, 


where the MI. records that 


‘here also lieth the body of the Honble. Frances Martin, wife 
of Denny Martin esq. and daughter of the Right Honble. 
Thomas Lord Fairfax. She [died] 13 Dec. 1791, in the 89th 
year of her age.’ 


The parish register supplements this with the further testi- 
mony that she was buried December 20, 1791. 

The parish of Loose takes its name from the stream, a 
tributary of the Medway, on which it lies. It is some three 
miles directly south of Maidstone and so in the vicinity of 
Leeds Castle. The manor of ‘Salts’ in this parish was held, 
from the time of Henry VII to the beginning of the eighteenth 
century, by the family of Buffkin (Hasted, ii, 138). In 
February, 1710/11, a childless representative of that family, 
one Ralph Buffkin, died, leaving a will dated February 25, 
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1700/1 (proved March 20, 1710/11, P. C. C. Young, 51) by 
which he devised 


‘to my cousin John Martin of the city of Westminster, gent., 
my manor and manor house called Brushing Court and lands 
thereto [appertaining] in Broughton-Mouchelsea and Langley 
in co. Kent . . . also my capital messuage called Salts and lands 
thereto [appertaining] now in my occupation in Loose afore- 
said and East Farleigh, co. Kent .. . all in fee, he paying 
thereout to my cousins Leavin Buffkin and Ralph Buffkin 
£100 apiece, if living, they being now in the West Indies.’ 


This John Martin (1652-1730) was a remote kinsman of the 
Buffkins, descended of a race of clergymen, and was born at 
Stanmer (near Lewes), co. Sussex. Following his fortunate 
inheritance, he removed his residence from London to Salts 
in the spring of 1711 and brought with him his son and heir; 
and that son, after marrying and burying within the year 
(1719) the sister of the contemporary parson of Loose, took 
Frances Fairfax as his second wife. 

Mr. C. Wykeham-Martin, who owed his tenure of Leeds 
Castle to this family, though as remote of kin to them as John 
Martin had been to the Buffkins, piously compiled a Martin 
pedigree for his History of Leeds Castle (1868) ; but, with a 
characteristic lack of interest in all documents later than the 
middle ages, did not print the capital genealogical testimony 
for them. This is an MI. ona stone in the floor of the chancel 
of the church of Loose, over a vault originally constructed by 
the Buffkins. Though somewhat defaced, when supplemented 
by the parish registers, the earliest portion of it reads as 
follows: 


Remember thy Creator in the day of thy Youth. 

Here lieth the body of William Buffkin esq. who died 8 Jan. A. D. 
1698(?) Here also lieth the body of Sibylla [Michelborne] wife of 
John Martin esq. who departed this life 30 May A. D. 1714 [sic, the 
parish register reads 1724] in the 78th year of her age. Here also 
lieth the body of John Martin esq. who departed this life 7 June 1730 
in the 79th year of his age. [Here also lieth the] body of Hannah 
(Briggs, first] wife of Denny Martin gent. She dyed. . . . Aug. 
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1719 in the 32nd year of her age. [Here also lieth the body of] Denny 
Martin esq. . . . [cetera desunt as to him, but the parish register records 
his burial February 20, 1762, as ‘Denny Martin, Esq. of Salts’] .. . 


The children of Frances Fairfax, remarkable for their long- 
evity and the fact that no one of them ever married, were 
as follows: 


i Edward, 1723-1775, 0. s. p. 


[He was baptised in Loose, March 24, 1722/3, as ‘Edward 
the son of Denny Martin and Frances his wife,’ served in the 
army, succeeded to Salts on the death of his father in 1762, 
and was buried in Loose, January 21, 1775, as ‘Edward Mar- 
tin, Esq. of Salts.’ The item as to him on the family MI. 
already quoted reads ‘Here also lieth the body of Edwd. 
Martin, esq. late Major 24th (?) Regt. of Foot, eldest son of 
Denny Martin and the Honble. Frances Martin. He died 12 
Jan. 1775 in the 52 year of his age.’] 


ii John, 1724-1746, o. s. p. 


[He was baptised in Loose, August 30, 1724, as ‘John the 
son of Denny Martin, gent. and Frances his wife.’ His death 
is not recorded in the Loose register, nor on the family MI. 
He seems to have begun a career in the Royal Navy. Mr. 
Wykeham-Martin says that he died at Portsmouth, unmarried, 
in his twenty-second year; certainly, he is not referred to in 
the later family documents. | 


iii Denny, 1725-1800, o. s. p. 


[He was baptised in Loose, September 26, 1725, as ‘Denny 
the son of Mr. Denny Martin and Francis his wife; ma- 
triculated at University College, Oxford, December 17, 1744, 
‘aged 19,’ whence he proceeded B. A., 1748, and M. A., 1751 
(Foster). Later, he was granted also the degree of D. D. 
Taking orders, he was collated curate of Bromfield and was 
so serving in 1760 when Hasted (ii, 484) wrote his account of 
that parish: eventually he became also parson of Loose, and 
so remained until his death. 


Under the will of the sixth Lord Fairfax he was vested in 
1781 with Alexander Culpeper’s undivided sixth in the Nor- 
thern Neck proprietary as well as the ‘manors’ therein, which 
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Lord Fairfax had reserved to his own use; upon condition 
that he should procure an act of Parliament changing his name 
to Fairfax. On August 10, 1782, he duly assumed that name 
by royal license (London Gazette, No. 12320, cited in Philli- 
more & Fry, Changes of Name, 1905); and, after the Jay 
treaty of September 1783 had been ratified with its provision 
assuring the protection of alien titles to lands in America, 
went out to Virginia to assert his claim to his inheritance. 
Virginia was, however, loath to recognise his claim and put 
him to his remedy. He thereupon retained John Marshall and 
in 1786 filed the caveats against Virginia patents for Northern 
Neck land (see in the Land Office at Richmond the book 
called Caveats No. 1, 1786-1814, pp. 51, 55, 56, 84, 86), which 
precipitated the litigation reported as Hunter v. Fairfax’s de- 
visee, 1 Munford (Va.), 218; 7 Cranch (U. S.), 603; 4 Mun- 
ford (Va.), 3; 1 Wheaton (U. S.), 304. In 1793, on the death 
of Robert, Lord Fairfax, he succeeded also, under the entail 
of Catherine Culpeper’s will, to the full proprietary title as well 
as to Leeds Castle; and then, being weary of the protracted 
and still undetermined litigation, sold-out his claims in Virginia 
to John Marshall, James M. Marshall and Raleigh Colston for 
£20,000. It was these purchasers who negotiated with the 
Virginia Assembly in 1796 the settlement by which, in con- 
sideration of the waiver of the proprietary rights, ‘the de- 
visees of Lord Fairfax’ were confirmed in possession of Lord 
Fairfax’s manors (Shepherd, ii, 22, 140). The story of these 
proceedings has been admirably, and it would seem definitively, 
recorded by Mr. H. C. Groome in Fauquier Historical So- 
ciety Bulletin No. 1, 1921. 


Although no question had been raised in Virginia as to 
technical compliance by Dr. Fairfax with the condition of his 
uncle’s will, out of abundant caution in the interest of his own 
title, John Marshall now stipulated that a change of name 
by royal license was not what Lord Fairfax had required; 
so that it was at this time (1797) and not until this time, 
that Dr. Fairfax procured an act of Parliament further author- 
izing him to bear the name and arms of Fairfax (37 Geo. III, 
c. 3, private; Cf. the act of Virginia of April 7, 1858, Acts 
1857-58, ch. 45, p. 46, dispensing with proof of this act of 
Parliament). 


By deed dated August 30, 1797 (see the recitals in Marshall 
v. Conrad, 5 Call, 370), Denny Martin Fairfax terminated his 
family’s interest in the proprietary, reserving for further dis- 
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position the manor of Leeds; and thereafter, on April 15, 
1800, died and was buried in Loose, April 15, 1800, as “The 
Revd. Denny Martin Fairfax, D. D., minister of this parish.’ 


His MI. was as follows: ‘Here also lieth the body of Denny 
Martin Fairfax, D. D. 3rd son of Denny & the Honble. Frances 
Martin. He died 3 Apr. 1800 in the 74th year of his age.’ 


His will was as follows: 


P. C. C. Adderley, 596. 
Will dated May 19, 1798. 
Proved August 13, 1800. 


Denny Martin Fairfax, D. D., lately called Denny Martin, clerk, 
of Leeds Castle, Kent. My messuages, etc., at Loose & also at Brush- 
ing, Langley, Boughton-Mouchelsea & Maidstone between my three 
sisters, Frances, Sibylla & Anna Susanna Martin, in fee in common. 
All manors, etc., in Colony or State of Virginia devised to me by 
will of my uncle Thomas, late Lord Fairfax, which shall remain 
undisposed of at my death, also all manors in cos. Kent & Sussex & 
elsewhere in Great Britain (my oldest brother Thomas Bryan Martin 
being otherwise amply provided for) to my younger brother, Major 
General Philip Martin, in fee, charged as hereinafter. If he die be- 
fore me, all sd. lands to my sd. 3 sisters in fee in common. To 
each sister £4,000 in 3 pc. Consols, charged on sd. real estate if neces- 
sary. To sd. brother, T. B. M. £1,000. Rest of goods to sd. brother 
Philip M. He & my sd. 3 sisters to be exors. Witns. Tho. Gregory, 
John Barnes, John Fawler of Cliffords Inn. 

Prob. by Major General Philip Martin, bro. & one of the exors. 
Power reserved to Frances Martin, Sibylla Martin & Anna Susanna 
Martin, the sisters & other exors.] 


vi Thomas Bryan, 1731-1798, o. s. p. 


[He was baptised in Loose, April 11, 1731, as “Thomas Brian 
the son of Denny Martin, gent. and Frances his wife.’ In 1751 
when he was 20 he went out to Virginia on the invitation of 
his uncle, the sixth Lord Fairfax, and was established at ‘his 
lordship’s quarter’ in Frederick (now Clarke); where his 
uncle soon joined him in residence. When he came of age 
he was vested by a grant dated May 21, 1752 (N. N., H: 179), 
with the ‘quarter’ and 8,840 acres of surrounding limestone 
lands, lying on the west bank of the Shenandoah across from 
Leeds Manor (Cf. Hening, x, 124). This tract was then de- 
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signated in the grant, ‘Greenway Court,’ in memory of the 
Culpeper manor in Kent. 


He was thereupon at once included in the commission and 
the vestry for Frederick. When the Northern Neck land 
office was removed from Belvoir in 1762 it was established at 
Greenway Court and thenceforth he was in charge of it (See 
William Allason’s Letter Book, MS. Virginia State Library). 


In 1755 he was County Lieutenant for Hampshire while his 
uncle served that office for Frederick (Journals H. B., 1752- 
58, p. 374; Dinwiddie Papers), and sat in the Assembly of 
1756-58 as burgess for Hampshire; but in the Assembly of 
1758-61 he was George Washington’s colleague for Frederick 
(Stanard, Colonial Register). In 1758 and 1776 he was an 
original trustee for the towns of Winchester and Bath (Hening, 
Vili, 326; ix, 247) ; but when the Revolution came he withdrew 
from the Frederick Court (Cartmel, p. 93) and all participa- 
tion in public business, and thenceforth lived in retirement at 
Greenway Court. 


His monument is the town of Martinsburg (now in W. Va.) 
which was named in his honour when it was laid out in 1778 
by Col. Adam Stephen (Hening, ix, 569; Kercheval, p. 182). 


He died unmarried, leaving the Greenway Court house and 
demesne land to his house keeper (for whose descendants see 
Kercheval, p. 159; Cartmel, p. 275) under the following will: 


Winchester District Court W. B. 
Will dated July 24, 1794. 

Codicil dated June 22, 1797. 
Proved October 1, 1708. 


I Thomas Bryan Martin of Greenway Court in the County of Fred- 
erick and Commonwealth of Virginia. 

To my present housekeeper Betsy Powers 1,000 acres where I now 
live [i. e., Greenway Court] with all houses thereon, household goods 
(except plate and watch), one half of stock of horses, cattle, sheep 
and hogs and choice of ten slaves. To sisters Frances, Sybilla, and 
Anna Susanna Martin, plate and watch, all moneys, and remainder 
of personal property not bequeathed to Betsy Powers. To each of 
my executors 10 guineas. 

I give and devise all the rest of my real estate in possession, re- 
version or ,remainder within the Commonwealth of Virginia and 
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also the aforesaid one thousand acres of land if Betsy Powers afore- 
said does not survive me, unto Gabriel Jones of the County of Rock- 
ingham Esq., Robert Mackey of the Borough of Winchester and 
County of Frederick, and John Sherman Woodcock of the said County 
of Frederick, gentlemen, to be sold by them or the survivors or sur- 
vivor of them at such time and in such parcels and in such manner 
as they or the survivors or survivor of them shall judge most ad- 
vantageous; and the money arising from such sales [See Common- 
wealth y. Martin’s executors, 5 Munford (Va), 117] and the rents 
and profits of the said lands which may accrue before the sale I 
give and bequeath to my Sisters hereinbefore named that is to say 
Frances, Sybilla, and Anna Susanna to be equally divided between 
them or such of them as shall survive me; or if neither of them 
survive me, then to my Brothers Denny Fairfax and Philip to be 
equally divided between them if alive at the time of my death, and 
if either of them dead to the survivor then alive; subject however to 
the payment of my just Debts and of the legacies bequeathed to my 
executors as aforesaid.’ 

Executors, Gabriel Jones, Robert Mackey and John Sherman Wood- 
cock. 

Witnesses, Charles Lee, John Brownley, A. Brownley. 

Codicil: To Betsy Powers chariot and harness and 160 acres 
‘near the town of Falmouth in the County of Stafford’ purchased 
since execution of will. Witnesses, M. Page, Charles McGill, Philip 
Bush. 

Proved by John Sherman Woodcock and Robert Mackey who each 
gave bond $66,500. current money.] 


iv Frances, 1727-1813, unmarried. 


[She was baptised in Loose, October 29, 1727, as ‘Frances 
the daughter of Denny Martin, gent. and of Frances his wife,’ 
and was there buried also, April 5, 1813, as ‘Frances Martin, 
Leeds Castle, 86.’ 


Her will, ‘Frances Martin of Leeds Castle, co. Kent, spin- 
ter,’ dated June 23, 1798 (proved May 20, 1813, P. C. C. Heath- 
field, 260) bequeathed an estate of £10,000 personalty to be 
held to the use of her sisters Sibylla and Anna Susanna with 
remainder to ‘my brother Philip Martin, esquire ;’ and a legacy 
to ‘my brother Thomas Brian Martin of the State of Virginia 
in America.’] 


v Sibylla, 1729-1816, unmarried. 


[ She was baptised in Loose, March 23, 1728/9, as ‘Sibilla the 
daughter of Denny Martin, gentleman, and Frances his wile,’ 
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and was there buried also, February 14, 1816, as ‘Sibylla Mar- 
tin, Leeds Castle, 86.’ 

Her will, ‘Sybilla Martin of Leeds Castle, co. Kent, spin- 
ster,’ dated June 23, 1798 (proved May 7, 1816, P. C. C. 
Wynne, 269) was made on the same day and was similar in 
terms to that of her sister Frances, bequeathing an estate of 
£12,000 personalty to the use of her surviving sisters with re- 
mainder to her brother Philip. ] 


vii Philip, 1733-1821, o. s. p. 


[He was baptised in Loose, August 12, 1733, as ‘Philip, the 
son of Denny Martin, gent. and of Frances his wife;’ entered 
the army in the artillery arm; was present throughout the siege 
of Gibraltar of 1779-83, when he had the cock of his hat shot 
off by a 26 pound ball, was mentioned in dispatches and pro- 
moted (Drinkwater, History of the Siege of Gibraltar, 1785; 
Spilsbury’s Journal, 1908). Emerging from that adventure 
as a major, he subsequently rose by seniority to be a major 
general. 

On the death of his elder brother, Denny (1800), he suc- 
ceeded to Leeds Castle; and there, attended by his three maiden 
sisters, lived out his life unmarried. 

Being vested by the will of his brother Denny (1798) with 
the Virginia manor of Leeds, he divested himself of that prop- 
erty by a deed dated October 15, 1806 (of which a copy sur- 
vives in the Fauquier record of Marshall v. Foley, Land Causes 
Book B: 267) and thereby finally broke the chain which had 
bound the Culpepers to Virginia since 1609. 

He was buried in the vault at Loose, August 11, 1821, as 
‘General Philip Martin, Leeds Castle, 88.’ 

As he survived his sisters and was the last leaf on his own 
family tree, as well as on that of his branch of the Culpepers, 
he sought and found an heir among the Wykehams, who were 
remote kinsmen on his father’s side; and to him left Leeds 
Castle and £30,000 in the funds, being, in large part, the pro- 
ceeds of Thomas Bryan Martin’s lands in Virginia (which he 
had inherited from his sisters) under the following will: 


P. C. C. Mansfield, 514. 

Will dated September 29, 1817, with codicil dated 
April 23, 1810. 

Proved September 19, 1821. 


Philip Martin of Leeds Castle, co. Kent, esq., a General in H. M. 
Army. 
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All to Fiennes Wykeham with the request that he assume the name 
and arms of Martin [which he duly did as Wykeham-Martin, leaving 
descendants who, under that name, have since resided at Leeds Castle]. 

Rev. Sir John Filmer, of East Sutton, Kent, Bt. & William Baldwin, 
of Streethill, Kent, esq., to be executors.] 


viii Anna Susanna, 1736-1817, unmarried. 


[She was baptised in Loose, July 4, 1736, as ‘Anna Su- 
sanna the daughter of Denny Martin, gent. and Frances his 
wife,’ and was there buried also, August 4, 1817, as ‘Anna 
Susanna, Leeds Castle, 81.’ 

Her will, ‘Anna Susanna Martin, formerly of Salts but now 
of Leeds Castle, co. Kent, spinster,’ dated March 26, 1817 
(proved October 16, 1817, P. C. C. Effingham, 535), left, after 
numerous legacies to friends, ‘my manors, lands, etc.’ and re- 
mainder of £35,000 personalty to ‘my brother Philip Martin 
of Leeds Castle aforesaid, esquier, a General in H. M. Army.’] 


APPENDIX 
The Alienation of the Fairfax Estates in Yorkshire. 


In his story of the sixth Lord Fairfax, Archdeacon Burn- 
aby says: 


‘Lord Fairfax had the misfortune to lose his father while 
young; and at his decease he . . . came under the guard- 
ianship of his mother and grandmother, the dowager Ladies 
Fairfax and Culpeper. . . . He had been persuaded, upon 
his brother Henry’s arriving at the age of twenty-one years, or 
rather compelled, by the Ladies Culpeper and Fairfax under a 
menace, in case of refusal, of never inheriting the Northern 
Neck, to cut off the entail, and to sell Denton Hall, and the 
Yorkshire estates, belonging to this branch of the Fairfax fam- 
ily, which had been in their possession for five or six centuries, 
in order to redeem those of the late Lord Culpeper that had 
descended to his heiress exceedingly encumbered and deeply 
mortgaged.’ 


This striking story was uncritically adopted and bruited by 
the Belvoir Fairfaxes as a facile explanation of the fact that 
they did not inherit English lands with their peerage; and, in 
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consequence, has several times been repeated in print. Thus, 
in 1848, Mr. Johnson, in his memoir of the Fairfax family 
(The Fairfax Correspondence, i. p. cxxvi) adopted it without 
qualification and, as recently as 1916, Senator Beveridge (Life 
of John Marshall, i, 47) followed suit. Even Sir Clements 
Markham,*’? who had studied the record, was at one time af- 
fected by it, though he did not repeat the specific charge. He 
says, referring to the alienation of Nun Appleton: 


‘Lady Fairfax, the mother, permitted the completion of the 
purchase without making any protest although both her York- 
shire agent, Mr. Robert Clayton, and, afterwards, Brian Fair- 
fax, explained all the circumstances to her and urged her to 
put forward the claim that had been so successfully enforced 
by her husband in 1700 and not to neglect the interests of her 
infant son. She was busy with the affairs of her estate in 
Kent and would take no steps. This was in February, 1710.’ 


An examination of the evidence®* for the actual transac- 
tion shows that Burnaby’s statement contains about as many 
errors as could be packed into so many words, and that Sir 
Clements Markham also does Catherine Culpeper injustice. 


57 The Great Lord Fairfax (1870), 406. But when, in 188s, Sir 
Clements reviewed the record for his Life of Admiral Robert Fairfax 
he left the Leeds Castle ladies out of the story altogether: and still 
later, in D. N. B. he says of the fifth Lord Fairfax, ‘the Yorkshire 
estates were sold to pay his debts.’ The historian had turned from 
tradition to the law reports. 

Sir Clements Markham (1830-1915) was a remarkable man through- 
out a long life. Grandson of an Archbishop of York, he began life as a 
midshipman and, in time, became President of the Royal Geographical 
Society. In the intervals of wide travel he produced many respectable 
books of antiquarian research upon ancient civilizations as well as Eng- 
lish history. By reason of his relationship to the Milners of Nun Apple- 
ton, he was guardian of a Fairfax of Bilborough and thus became in- 
terested in that family. The present editor has a stimulating memory 
of his genial courtesy, his wit, and resource of learning when he guided 
a boy among the haunts of the Fairfaxes in Yorkshire. 


58 The earlier documents printed in The Fairfax Correspondence are 
supplemented by Ralph Thoresby’s diary for the date of the alienation 
of Nun Appleton and Bolton Percy by the fifth Lord Fairfax, by Lord 
Fairfax’s will (P. C. C. Young, 45) and by the record of the chancery 
_— after his death, in which the sale of Denton and Bilborough was 

ecreed. 
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Here then are the facts, which it seems make quite as good a 
story as Burnaby’s in any event: 


1. Of the manors which were alienated, those of Denton and 
Bilborough were acquired by the Fairfaxes at the beginning 
of the sixteenth century by marriage with an heiress, Isabel 
Thwaites. Nun Appleton and Bolton Percy were religious 
houses and were acquired later, on the dissolution of the mon- 
asteries. At the beginning of the eighteenth century these 
estates had thus been in the possession of the Fairfaxes for less 
than two centuries, not five or six. The earliest Fairfax 
manor in Yorkshire, that of Walton, which was acquired in 
1250 and was continuously held by the senior stem of the 
family (ultimately raised to the peerage as Viscounts Fairfax 
of Gilling) down into the eighteenth century, was never pos- 
sessed by the Denton branch and was not involved in the 
alienation we are now considering. 

2. The grandmother and mother of the sixth Lord Fairfax 
were never his guardians. Those guardians, who were ap- 
pointed by the will of the fifth Lord Fairfax, were his own 
kinsmen, Admiral Robert Fairfax and Brian Fairfax, the 


‘younger. 

3. Lady Culpeper took no part in the alienation of the Fair- 
fax estates, for the good reason that she had been dead for sev- 
eral years when, as will appear, the sixth Lord Fairfax exe- 
cuted his deeds of alienation. So far was this act from being 
affected by compulsion, even posthumus compulsion, by Lady 
Culpeper under threat of withholding the inheritance of the 
Virginia estate, the record shows that, at the time of the alien- 
ation, the sixth Lord Fairfax was already in possession of Lady 
Culpeper’s interest in the Northern Neck under specific provi- 
sion of her will. Indeed, in a letter (Fairfax MS., Bodleian 
Library) to a kinsman in Yorkshire, written from Oxford, 
July 7, 1710, a few months after the deaths of his father and 
grandmother, and five years before the alienation in which he 
took part, he said: 

‘All I have during my mother’s life is what my grandmother 
Colepeper left me.’ 
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4. The estates were alienated when Henry Culpeper Fair- 
fax was nineteen—not twenty-one. He had no more to do with 
it than his grandmother. 

5. The sixth Lord Fairfax did not ‘cut off the entail’ of his 
paternal estates in Yorkshire. That fatal act had been accom- 
plished a generation before his birth by the third Lord Fairfax. 
What the sixth Lord Fairfax did was, indeed, under compul- 
sion, though not that of his grandmother or even of his 
mother. It was the compulsion of a specific direction of his 
father’s will, enforced by a decree of the Lord Chancellor, for 
liquidation of obligations which had been assumed by his 
father. 


In his Analecta Fairfaxiana, Charles Fairfax of Menston 
records (The Fairfax Correspondence, i, 314) a conversation 
he had in 1640 with 


‘my dear father, the first Thomas, Lord Fairfax . . . 
not many months before his death. He, walking ‘n 
his great parlour at Denton I only then present, did seem much 
perplexed and troubled in his mind. But after a few hours 
broke out with these or the like expressions: ‘Charles, I am 
thinking what will become of my family when I am gone. I 
have added a title to the heir male of my house, and shall 
leave a competent estate to support it. Ferdinando will keep it, 
and leave it to his son. But such is Tom’s pride (led much by 
ao an that he, not contented to live in our rank, will destroy 

s house. ’’ 


Tom was the future Parliamentary general ; and justified his 
grandfather’s fears by dividing the inheritance for the benefit 
of an only daughter, who had made a dizzy marriage, thus 
depriving the heir male of the competence necessary to sup- 
port the title which the first Lord Fairfax had so wistfully 
provided to that end. When the fifth Lord Fairfax died in 
debt and Yorkshire knew no more the descendants of the old 
Knight of Denton, his prophecy was fulfilled. 


What happened was this: In contemplation of ‘Tom’s’ 
marriage his grandfather and father, seeking to establish their 


name and dignity on an enduring basis, joined in a deed of 
settlement dated 13 May, 13 Car. I, i. e., 1637 (The Fairfax 
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Correspondence, iv, 253) by which they proposed to entail 
certain property to support the peerage. As the grandfather 
had prophesied, ‘Tom’ defeated their purpose. On November 
2, 1650, having no son, he levied a fine (ibid., p. 254) and there- 
by docked the entail in the interest of his only daughter, after- 
wards Duchess of Buckingham. Ultimately, on April 23, 1666, 
he in turn executed a deed of settlement (ibid, pp. 256 ff.) 
by which, only in part carrying out his grandfather’s plan, he 
assured Denton and Bilborough and certain other lesser manors 
to his cousin Henry, who was to succeed him as fourth Lord 
Fairfax ; but separated from the inheritance Nun Appleton and 
Bolton Percy to be held for the benefit of his daughter, with 
remainder, however, to the holder of the Fairfax peerage. In 
this situation the Duchess of Buckingham attempted in 1700 


to sell the estates assigned to her. Although the fifth Lord 
Fairfax then effectually defeated the intended sale, by an alert 


assertion of his own right as remainderman, the Duchess built 
up such a legal theory of her father’s deed of settlement that 
after her death in 1704, the fifth Lord Fairfax found himself 
hopelessly enmeshed in a net of lawyers’ opinions as to his 
rights and, being in financial straits, determined to cut the 
gordian knot. Accordingly, in the last year of his life he him- 
self sold Nun Appleton and Bolton Percy, for a price far be- 
low their value, but probably for all that could be expected for 
the tainted title he had to offer.5® The purchaser was Alder- 
man William Milner of Leeds (significantly described by a 
contemporary wag as ‘Alderman Million’ ) whose descendants, 


59 Thoresby accompanied Alderman Milner to London in January, 
1708/9 ‘to meet Mr. Tregenna and Mr. Plaxton about his purchase of 
the two Lordships of Nun Appleton and Bolton Percy’ (Atkinson, Ralph 
Thoresby, ii, 92). When Clayton’s letter to Lady Fairfax, of February 
23, 1700/10 (The Fairfax Correspondence, iv, 243), upon which Sir 
Clements Markham shifts the burden of responsibility to her, is read 
with Thoresby’s date in mind, it will appear that Clayton was reporting 
a fait accompli. In any event, if there was anything which could have 
been done to upset the sale, the initiative was with Admiral Robert Fair- 
‘fax, as guardian and trustee. 

It is of curious interest that, in the nineteenth century, a matri- 
monial alliance united the families of the descendants of Alderman 
Milner, then of Nunappleton, and Admiral Robert Fairfax, then of 


Bilborough. 
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soon baronets but now extinct, remained in possession until 
the present generation. Lord Fairfax’s will reveals the des- 
pair in which this transaction had left him and also his sense 
of honour in respect to his debts. He devised his entire estate, 
except a certain West India wreck in which he had an interest, 
to trustees, to sell the property, pay the debts and turn over 
what was left to his oldest son. After his death the trustees 
made every effort to straighten out the tangled affairs. They 
contemplated attacking the sale of Nun Appleton and Bolton 
Percy,®® but soon abandoned that thought in the more pressing 
necessity of saving Denton and Bilborough, which were now 
threatened. After futile negotiations and vain hopes of real- 
izing the wherewithal from the Spanish wreck, the creditors 
filed a bill in chancery to enforce the exercise of the power 
of sale in respect to Denton and Bilborough ; and, in due course, 
sales of those estates were decreed.*! When he came of age, 
the young sixth Lord Fairfax, feeling bound in honour as well 
as in law to give effect to his father’s intention, did his part to 
carry out the decree. It may be that his mother endeavored to 
dissuade him from this as Quixotic, and that Burnaby’s story 
had its origin in such an effort. 

Denton was purchased by another rich merchant of Leeds, 
Samuel Ibbetson® but, fortunately for the tradition, Bilborough 


60 See the letter of Brian Fairfax, the younger, to his cousin, the sixth 
Lord Fairfax, September 5, 1712 (The Fairfax Correspondence, iv, 236, 
where the letter is erroneously attributed to the elder Brian who had 
died in 1711). ‘Both the wings of Appleton house are down. Writings 
to it and Bolton, showing your title, are at Denton . . . a 20000 /. 
fortune would redeem Appleton and Bolton ; that, the money for that in 
Virginia, would raise you to purpose.’ The trustees apparently hoped 
that a rich marriage might solve their problem if they could hold on 
long enough. It is of curious interest in the present connection that, 
reversing Burnaby’s story, the trustees actually discussed the possibility 
of a sale of the Northern Neck to save Denton. Here the mother 
held the veto. 

61 Markham, Admiral Robert Fairfax, 261; Bothomley v. Lord Fair- 
fax, 1712 Prec. Ch., 336 and 1716 1 P. Wms., 334. At the beginning of 
the twentieth century this cause was, after two centuries, still on the 
Lord Chancellor’s docket. 

62 There is a pedigree of the Ibbetsons in Thoresby’s Ducatus Leodien- 
sis, DP. 148. One of the family was made a baronet in 1748 for services 
against the young Pretender in ‘the '45’ and his line persisted into the 
nineteenth century. 
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was bid in by Admiral Robert Fairfax, the representative of 
the junior or Steeton branch of the family. There his descen- 
dants live today, the representatives of their family in York- 
shire (See Walford’s County Families). 

On July 24, 1716, the young Lord Fairfax wrote (Mark- 
ham, Admiral Robert Fairfax, p. 270) to his kinsman, the 
Admiral, from Somerset House in London, where he’ sat sur- 
rounded by solicitors : 


‘I have executed the conveyance of Bilborough to you. I 
hope you have a good bargain and heartily wish you and yours 
good success with the estate. 


Your affectionate kinsman and servant, 
Fairfax.’ 
It was the end of an old song. 


(The end) 
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Contributed by Charles E. Kemper, Staunton, Va. 


“ROBERT CRrAIG,* Mippie RIveR” 
Bought of Israel Christian in 1760 


Aug. 19, 8 Catechisms at 3s, I worsted cap at 2s 6d—4s 6d 
1761 2 Testaments at 2s 
I Lb. of paper at 3s 6d, 2 felt hats 4s 8d—8s 2d 
May 18 23% yards of cloth at 12s, 4 silk handkerchiefs at 5s 
2 silk handkerchiefs at Is 3d, which makes 2 Lbs. od 


Israel Christian’s account filed in Court Papers 410, Augusta 
County, Virginia, Records. 


REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONERS 


In 1835 the Secretary of War, in obedience to resolutions 
of the Senate of the 5th and 30th of June, 1834, and the 3rd 
of March, 1835, submitted to Congress a report showing lists 
of the pensioners of the Revolutionary War then living by 
states and counties, and following information is copied from 
the report referred to. It may be stated here that the Act of 
June 7, 1832, was the most liberal of the Revolutionary pen- 
sion laws, but under that Act no soldier could be pensioned 


* Robert Craig’s home was on Middle River near the present village 
of Mt. Meridian, Augusta County, Va. The Christian name of his 
wife was Grizel, but her surname is at present unknown. He was a son 
of William Craig and Janet, his wife, who came to America from 
County Antrim or County Down, Ulster, Ireland, in 1722, and settled 
at or near Kennett Square, Chester County, Pennsylvania. The family 
removed to Virginia in 1740. William Craig and Janet, his wife, 
had four sons: William Craig, Jr., who died in Pennsylvania, Robert 
Craig, mentioned above, James Craig, who married Mary Laird and 
John Craig, who married Sarah Laird(?). Their descendants are num- 
~ogln Virginia, Kentucky, North Carolina and throughout the South 

est. 
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unless he had rendered six months of actual service. 


For this 


reason it is to be understood that the names of all soldiers 
given in the lists which follow performed actual service dur- 
ing the War of the Revolution. 


Statement Giving Names, Rank, etc., of Revolutionary Pen- 

sioners Residing in Augusta County, Va., Who were 
Pensioned Under the Act of Congress Passed 

March 18, 1818. 


Description of When Placed on 


Names Rank Service Pension Roll Age 
John Agnew Private Virginia Line Jan. 17, 1819 =o 
James Burnley Private Virginia Line Jan. 7, 1819 84 
John Ballard Private Virginia Line Jan. 7, 1819 61 
Philip Bowyer Private Virginia Line Dec. 18, 1823 8 
Abraham Brosius Private Penna. Line March 5, 1819 79 
James Cooper Private Virginia Line April 25, 1818 78 
Thomas Campbell Private Maryland Line April 3, 1818 70 
Wm. Eskridge Lieutenant Virginia Line Aug. 31, 1818 83 
Wm. Forbis, 
alias Forbush Sergeant Virginia Line April 18, 1818 64 
Wm. Francis Private Virginia Line Oct. 23, 1820 94 
Christian Gregory Private Penna. Line April 25, 1818 77 
Frederick Grass Private Virginia Line July 26, 1819 ©6778 
John Guthry Private Virginia Line May 8, 1818 69 
John Holtz Private Virginia Line July 16, 1818 
Peter Hines Private Virginia Line April 28, 1818 74 
Francis Mathews Private Maryland Line May 12,1818 76 
Henry Manning Private Maryland Line July 5, 1818 84 
John Mead Private Virginia Line July 8, 1818 82 
Alexander Nelson Private Virginia Line Sept. 10, 1825 81 
Joseph Peck Mariner Virginia Line July 31, 1819 © 70 
Barth. Ragan Private Virginia Line April 27, 1818 9! 
Thomas Ralph Private N. C. Line April 8, 1818 84 
Edward Rogers Private Virginia Line March 5, 1819 81 
Richard Shott Private Penna. Line April 14, 1818 — 
John Smith, 7th Private Penna. Line Oct. 8, 1818 76 
Smith Thompson Private Virginia Line July 26, 1819 86 
Vincent Tapp Private Virginia Line Jan. 19, 1820 63 
Thomas Thompson Private Virginia Line April 14, 1818 91 
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Description of When Placed on 
Names Rank Service Pension Roll Age 
Samuel Woods Private Penna. Line April 27, 1818 79 
Henry Wilson Private Virginia Line April 27, 1818 106 


Thomas Yorkshire Private 


Virginia Line 


Died Oct. 3, 1924 


April 4, 1818 


85 


Statement Giving Names, Rank, etc., of Revolutionary Pen- 

sioners in Augusta County, Va., Who Were 
Pensioned Under the Act of Congress 

Passed June 7, 1832. 


Description of When Placed on 


Wm. Wilson, Sr. Private 


Va. State Troops March 4, 1831 


Names Rank Service Pension Roll Age 
Wm. Armstrong Private Virginia Line March 4, 1831 72 
Joseph Bell Private, Ser- 
geant & Ensign Virginia Line March 4, 1831 79 
Claudius Buster Private Va. State Troops March 4, 1831 70 
Zaccheus Cosby Private Va. State Troops March 4, 1831 81 
John Diddle Private & 
Sergeant Virginia Line March 4, 1831 89 
Peter Fauber Private Virginia Militia March 4, 1831 77 
George Fifer Private Penna. Militia March 4, 1831 8&2 
_ Robert Fulton Private Virginia Militia March 4, 1831 74 
Alex. Hamilton Private Virginia Militia March 4, 1831 75 
Thomas Johnson Private Virginia Militia March 4, 1831 73 
Peter Lohr Private Virginia Militia March 4, 1831 83 
John McFadden Private Virginia Militia March 4, 1831 74 
John McCutchen Private Virginia Militia March 4, 1831 8% 
Wm. Methany Private Virginia Militia March 4, 1831 75 
John McWilliams Private Virginia Militia March 4, 1831 74 
Wm. McCutchen Private Virginia Line March 4, 1831 75 
Sam. McCane, Sr. Private Virginia Militia March 4, 1831 79 
Wm. Patrick Private Virginia Militia March 4, 1831 71 
John Thomson Private Virginia Line March 4, 1831 74 
John Weaver Private Virginia Militia March 4, 1831 74 
Wm. Wilson Private and 
Sergeant Virginia Line March 4, 1831 80 
Alex. Williams Private Virginia Line March 4, 1831 72 
Theophilus Wyatt Assistant 
Commissary Virginia Line March 4, 1831 74 


: 
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The foregoing persons were pensioned, as stated, under 
Act of Congress passed June 7, 1832, which was retroactive 
and therefore their pensions all begin March 4, 1831. 

It appears in the report of the Secretary of War, from which 
the foregoing information relative to Augusta soldiers in the 
Revolution is derived, that Henry Wilson was 106 years old 
when his pension began, April 27, 1818, and that he died 
October 3, 1824, having, according to this record, the re- 
markable age of 112 years. The writer is unable to verify 
this information, but gives the facts as stated. 


Statement Giving Names, Rank, etc., of Persons Residing in 
Augusta County, Va., Who Have Received the Benefits 
of the Act of Congress Passed May 15, 1828. 


oe Rank Description of | When Placed on 


Service Pension Roll 
John New Musician Regiment, 
Mass. Line November 28, 1834 
Robt. Porterfield Captain 11th Regiment, 


Virginia Line July 15, 1828 
Wm. Robertson Lieutenant oth Regiment, 

Virginia Line October 27, 1828 

When the census of 1840 was taken it was one of the 

duties of the enumerators to ascertain the names of all Revo- 
lutionary pensioners, including widows, residing in their re- 
spective districts. This information was separated from the 
general data gathered by that census and published by the 
Government in 1841. The material so obtained is grouped by 
states and counties, and from this report it appears that in 
1840 the following Revolutionary pensioners were residing 
in Augusta County, Va.: 


Name Age 
Mary Knowles 85 
John McWilliams 82 
Wm. Armstrong 81 
John McCutchen gI 


Thomas Johnston 79 
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David Steele 83 
Alexander Hamilton 76 
Robert Porterfield 88 
John Nee 80 
Christian Gregory 74 
Claudius Buster 76 
Elizabeth Eskridge 73 
Peter Lohr 88 


“Tue DutcHu Lorp”’ or AUGUSTA AND ROCKINGHAM 
CouNTIES, VIRGINIA 


The account book of Felix Gilbert, the old merchant at 
Cross Roads, Rockingham County, Va., now owned by Mr. 
John T. Harris, of Harrisonburg, Va., shows that an indi- 
vidual called “The Dutch Lord” was living in Augusta County, 
Virginia, in 1774, and in the general neighborhood of the place 
last named. The Court Order Book of Rockingham County, 
Va., for the period 1785-86 shows that the heirs “of F. Van 
Vaison” then lived in Wilkes County, Ga. Felix Gilbert was 
his Executor and Van Vaison was called “The Dutch Lord” 
in the Court Order. 

The entry book of Thomas Lewis, County Surveyor of 
Augusta County, Va., shows that in 1768 two entries of 400 
acres of land were made by Joachim F. Van Fersen, and this 
was the “Dutch Lord”. In 1769, Thomas Lewis refers in an 
entry which adjoined one Laurence, to the “Dutch Lord” as 
being an adjacent land owner. As Thomas Lewis in his official 
entry book styles Van Fersen the “Dutch Lord”, and since 
he was so styled by the County Court of Rockingham County, 
Va., this person must have been a member of the Holland 
nobility. In 1769, according to Survey Book No. 1 of the 
Augusta County, Virginia, records, a patent for 1000 acres 
of land was granted to Joachim F. Van Fersen. The land 
lay between the head branches of Cook’s Creek, Smith’s Creek 
and Cub Run, and this places his home about seven miles 
northeast of Harrisonburg, Virginia. Nothing of his ante- 
cedent history is known. 
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Tue BorpEN GRANT 


The records in the Court of James Bell v. Borden’s Exor’s 
( Court Papers, 389, Augusta County, Va.), give a 
brief but clear account of the manner in which the tract of land, 
mostly in present Rockbridge Cuonty, Va., was settled. 

On February 21, 1738, Alexander Brackenridge and George, 
James, Robert and Adam Brackenridge, John Moore, Quantin 
Moore, George Henderson, James Bell (the plaintiff), John 
Mackellan (Bell’s servant), James Wattes, William McCanless, 
Robert Poage, Seth Poage, Daniel McNair and John Graves, 
made a contract with Benjamin Borden, Sr., in which they 
agreed to build a small log house and make improvements upon 
the land, in return for which they were each to receive 200 
acres of land. 

This was evidently one of the first, if not the first, step 
taken by Benjamin Borden, Sr., to colonize the grant. And 
the parties named came to Augusta County in the year 1738. 
But some of them changed locations prior to 1745. Alexander 
Brackenridge was the ancestor of the distinguished family of 
this name, and he made his permanent home on Lewis Creek, 
about two miles below Staunton. Robert Poage settled on the 
“Pennsylvania road” or “Irish Path”, as the present Valley 
Turnpike was then called, about three miles north of Staunton, 
Va. James Bell settled at the head of Long Glade, about ten 
miles north of Staunton; and Daniel McNair settled on Jen- 
ning’s Branch in the neighborhood of present Churchville, 
Augusta County. Seth Poage also removed to present Augusta 
County, but settled in the Stone Church neighborhood. 

Robert Poage and James Bell were among the first members 
of the county court of Augusta county, and Daniel McNair 
was a Captain of Militia in 1747. He married a daughter of 
Capt. James Allen, Sr., whose will is recorded at Staunton. 

Ephraim McDowell and his family are the only settlers 
who are definitely known to have preceded these parties as 
settlers upon the Borden grant. 


(To be continued) 
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NOTES AND QUERIES 


BRUCE GENEALOGICAL DATA. 


The following items, supplementary to the notes on the Bruce gene- 
alogy, which were published in the July, 1925, number of this Magazine, 
will be of interest: (1) Owing to the number of families who removed 
from Nansemond to the Northern Neck, in the Seventeenth Century, a 
part of the modern King George county was, at that time, known as 
the Nansemond District. It was here that George Bruce, the first of that 
name in Virginia, resided about 1660. There is good proof that he emi- 
grated from Nansemond, in Southern Virginia, along with the Uptons, 
Carters, Lawsons, and others. (2) Charles Bruce, of Soldiers Rest, 
in Orange county, the grandson of George Bruce, was a captain in the 
Revolutionary Army. Some years ago, his sword was in the possession 
of the late Mrs. Alice Connally, of Asheville, N. C. Mrs. Connally was 
the daughter of James Thomas, the well known capitalist of Richmond, 
a native of Caroline county, and a neighbor of the nephews of Charles 
Bruce of Soldiers’ Rest, who resided in that county. The sword may 
have come into Mr. Thomas’s hands, or the hands of his son-in-law, 
Rev. Mr. Connally, though one of these nephews. (3) John Goolrick, 
ancestor of the distinguished Goolrick family of Fredericksburg, a 
native of Ireland, a famous mathematician, and, during many years, 
the headmaster of a well known academy in Fredericksburg, was, 
at one time, a tutor in the family of Charles Bruce of Soldiers’ 
Rest. As such, he taught James Bruce, the founder of the Hali- 
fax county branch of the family, and Elizabeth Bruce, who married 
General Williams of Culpeper county, and was the ancestress of General 
Robert Williams of the Federal army, and the late Captain Charles U. 
Williams, of Richmond. Recently Miss Williams of Culpeper county 
was married to Mr. Malcolm Bruce of Halifax county, thus uniting the 
two branches of Charles Bruce of Soldiers’ Rest descendants. So favor- 
able was John Goolrick’s impression of Charles Bruce that Bruce 
has become a family name in the Goolrick connection. 
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SOME RANDOLPH OBITUARIES 


In the newspaper death notices I find the following: 

Randolph, Judge Peter, died 30 Jan. 1832 in Mississippi. Federal 
Judge, District of Miss. (Woodsville (Miss.) Planter), Richmond 
Enquirer, 1 Mch. 1832. 

Randolph, Mrs. Sally, age 69, Mississippi, at home of her son, Hon. 
Peter Randolph.—Richmond Whig, 4 June, 1830. 

Randolph, Brett N., age 209, died 24 Sept. 1819, at residence of his 
father, Powhatan county.—Enquirer, 5 Oct., 1819. 

Randolph, Brett, died 23 Jan., 1828, 3rd son of Richard and Ann 
Randolph, dec’d of Curles, Henrico county, died near Columbus, Miss. 
—Whig, 1 Mch., 1828. 

Randolph, John T., died 23 Aug. 1819, age 20, fourth son of Brett 
Randolph of Culpeper county, at Fort Montgomery, Alabama Territory. 
Left Va. about eight months prior with his brother —Eng. 15 Oct. 1819. 

Randolph, Mirs. Anne, died 20 Jan. 1820, age 56, wife of Brett Ran- 
dolph of Powhatan county.—Engq. 25 Jan. 1820. 


W. Ronald Cocke, Jr. 


WILL OF RICHARD RANDOLPH, JR., OF “BIZARRE”. 


Recorded in Prince Edward County, 
District Will Book, No. 1, p. 4. 


Contributed by Wm. Facfarlane Jones, Richmond, Va. 


[Richard Randolph, elder brother of John Randolph, of Roanoke, 
was, says Bruce, quoting Randolph’s half-brother, Henry St. George 
Tucker, “bred to the bar and equally distinguished for his manly and 
decisive character, for his generous and noble and affectionate temper, 
for his commanding and extraordinary talents and for his extensive 
and useful acquirements.” Mr. Bruce adds, referring to the will, “No 
abolitionist that we can recall, in urging the emancipation of other 
people’s negroes, ever pronounced a more withering anathema than 
the testator did in freeing his own”. In many respects Richard Ran- 
dolph’s life was a sad one and his effort to aid his negroes ended in 
dismal failure. Israel Hill, as their place of settlement was called, 
became a synonym for poverty and degredation. Richard Randolph 
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married his cousin, Judith Randolph, of “Tuckahoe”. For fuller notices 
of his life see W. C. Bruce’s Life of John Randolph of Roanoke.) 


To All whom it may concern, I| RICHARD RANDOLPH Jr., of 
“Bizarre” in the County of Cumberland, of sound mind and memory, 
do declare this writing, written with my own hand and subscribed with 
my name this 18th day of February in the 20th year of American In- 
dependence, to be my last will and testament, in form and substance 
as follows: 

In the first place—to make retribution, as far as I am able to, to 
an unfortunate race of bondsmen, over whom my ancestors have usurped 
and exercised the most lawless and monstrous tyranny, and in whom my 
countrymen—by their iniquituous laws, in contradiction of their own 
declaration of Rights, and in violation of every sacred law of Nature; 
of the inherent, inalienable and imprescriplible rights of man, and of 
every principal of moral and political necessity—have vested me with 
absolute property: 

To express my abhorrence of the theory as well as the infamous 
practice of usurping the rights of our fellow creatures, equally con- 
stituted with ourselves to the enjoyment of liberty and happiness— 

To exculpate myself to those who may perchance to think or hear of 
me after death, from the black crime, which might otherwise be im- 
puted to me, of voluntarily holding the above mentioned miserable be- 
ings in the same state of abject slavery in which I found them on re- 
ceiving my patrimony at lawful age; to impress my children with a 
just horror at a crime so enormous and indelible; to enjure them in the 
last words of a fond father never to participate in it in any the re- 
motest degree, however sanctioned by laws (formed by the tyrants 
themselves who oppress them) or supported by false reasoning, and 
always to soil the sordid views of avarice and the lust of power: 

To declare to them and to the world that nothing but uncontrollable 
necessity forced on me by my father (who wrongfully bound over 
them to satisfy the rapacious creditors of a brother—and who for this 
purpose, which he falsely believed to be generous—mortgaged all his 
servants to British harpies for money to gratify pride and pamper 
sensuality; by which mortgage the said servants being bound, I could 
not exercise the right of ownership necessary to their emancipation, and 
being obliged to keep them on my lands, and so driven reluctantly to 
violate them in a general degree (tho I trust far less than others have 
done) in order to maintain them—that nothing, I say, short of neces- 
sity, should have forced me to an act which my soul abhors. 

For the aforesaid * * * * * * and with an indignation too great for 
utterance at the tyrants of the Earth, from the throned despot of a 
whole Nation to the more despicable to the not less infamous petty 
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tormentors of single wretched slaves, whose torture constitutes his 
* * * * and enjoyment, I do hereby declare that it is my will and de- 
sire, nay most anxious wish, that my negroes—all of them—be liberated 
and I do declare them by this writing free and emancipated to all in- 
tents and purposes whatsoever, fully and freely exonerated from all 
future service to my heirs, executors and assigns * * * * * * # 
as far as the illiberal laws will permit them to be. I mean therein to 
include all and every servant of which I die possessed or to which I 
have any claim by inheritance or otherwise. 

I thus yield them up their liberty basely wrested from them by my 
forefathers and beg, humbly beg, their forgiveness for the manifold in- 
juries I have too often inhumanely, unjustly and mercilessly inflicted on 
them, and I do further declare, and it is my will that if I should be so 
unfortunate as to die possessed of a servant (which I will not do if 
I ever can be enabled to emancipate them legally) and the said servant 
shall be liable for my fathers debts and to be sold for them, that in 
that case £500 be raised from my other estate, real and personal, as my 
wife shall think best, and in any manner which she shall choose, and 
applied to the purchase at such sale of such of the miserable slaves. 
I do hereby declare them free as soon as they are purchased, to all 
intents and purposes whatsoever, and in case I emancipate the said 
slaves—whichI shall surely do the first moment possible—I do devise 
and give and bequeath unto them the said slaves four hundred acres of 
my land, to be laid off as my wife shall direct, and to be given to the 
heads of families in proportion to the number of their children and 
the merits of the parties, as my said wife shall judge of for the best. 
The lands to be laid off where and how my said wife shall direct and to 
be held by the said slaves when allotted to them in fee. I do like- 
wise conjure my said wife to lend every assistance to the said slaves 
thro life in her power, and to rear her children up to the same practices, 
and impress it on them as her last injunction to do everything directed 
above relative to the said slaves. 

I now proceed to direct the manner in which my property is to be 
disposed of—having fulfilled this first and greatest duty, a most anxious 
and zealous wish to befriend the miserable and persecuted of whatsoever 
Nation, Color or Degree by my will, as is seen written on this and 
another sheet of paper, each signed by my own hand and with my own 
name and connected together by wafers. 

Rd. Randolph, Jun’r. 
In the second place I give and bequeath to my said wife all my real 


estate whatsoever, of which I die possessed and also all to which I 
have any claim or title whatsoever, to her and her heirs forever, in full 
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confidence that she will do the most ample justice to our children— 
by making them independent as soon as they come of age, if she remain 
single, or by securing a comfortable support by settlements on them be- 
fore any marriage into which she may hereafter resolve to enter (which 
if she do money will be the only certain mode of providing for them), 
and to educate them as well as her opportunity will enable her. 

The only anxiety I feel on their account arises from a fear of her 
maternal tenderness leading her to too great indulgence of them, against 
which I beg leave thus to caution her. 

I now consign them to her affectionate love—desiring that they be 
educated in some profession, or trade, if they be incapable of a liberal 
profession, and that they be instructed in virtue and in the most zealous 
principles of Liberty and manly independence. I dedicate them to that 
virtue and that liberty which I trust will protect every unfortunate 
and of which I conjure them to be indefatigable and incorruptible sup- 
porters thro life. I request my wife to frequently read this my last 
will to my beloved children that they may know something of their 
father’s heart when they have forgotten his presence. Let them be 
Virtuous and Free—the rest is Vain. 

Finally, I entreat my wife to consider the above confidence as the 
strongest proof of the estimation and ardent love which I have always 
uniformly felt for her, and which must be the latest active impulse of 
iny heart. 

I hereby appoint my said wife sole Executrix of this my last will and 
testament but in case I should be so unfortunate as to be left by her 
* * * * and die without any other will than this executed by me, I 
appoint in that case as my executors—requesting their attention to every 
injunction on my wife above mentioned, and relying on them to execute 
them and the directions in my said will, (as she would otherwise do), 
to-wit: the following named esteemed friends: My father-in-law, St. 
Geo. Tucker, my brother, John Randolph, my friends Ryland Randolph, 
Brett Randolph, Creed Taylor, John Thompson, Alex. Campbell, Daniel 
Call and the most virtuous and incorruptible of mankind and (next to 
my father in law) my greatest benefactor, George Wythe, Chancellor 
of Virginia, the brightest ornament of Nature, and I rely on the 
aforementioned virtuous friends for the punctual execution of my 
will, and to * * * * * the care and guardianship of my children, in 
case of the death of my wife either before or after me (to whom if she 
live I have entrusted them solely) and to those of them most nearly 
connected with me by friendship I look for assistance to my family after 
my death in case of * * * * * If any among them do not choose to 
undertake the task imposed on them by me, I beg them not to do so 
from motives of generosity or delicacy, and to excuse the liberty which 
(it may appear to them least intimately acquainted with me) I have 
taken in thus calling on them. 
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In witness of all the above directions which I again declare to be my 
last will and testament drawn by me from calm reflection, I have 
hereunto subscribed my name and affixed my seal the day and year 


aforesaid. 
(signed) R’d. Randolph Jun’r. (seal) 


Signed and sealed in the presence 
of the following persons and declared 
the last will of the above mentioned 
Richard Randolph, Jr., 


RYLAND RANDOLPH 


At a District Court held at Prince Edward C. H., April 8th, 1797, 
the last will and testament of Rd. Randolph Jr., was presented in Court 
by Judith Randolph, Executrix, named therein. There being but one 
witness to sd. will and he not in court, Miller Woodson and Peter 
Johnson being sworn severally deposed that they are well acquainted 
with the testators handwriting and freely believe that the sd. will and 
name thereto subscribed are all in the testators handwriting; whereupon 
the sd. will is ordered to be recorded and on motion of the Executrix 
therein named who gave bond with John Randolph, Brett Randolph and 
Creed Taylor as securities in the penalty of £12000 and took the oath 
required by law, Certificate for attaining the probate thereof in due 
form is granted her. 

Teste: T. Watkins, 
CDC 


AMMON FAMILY. 


In your April number, page 214, I noticed a mistake in the sketch 
of the Ammon family—the William Ammon referred to was Thomas 
Ammon, who moved to Bourbon County, Kentucky, where he died in 
1811 (Inventory of Estate). He was about the only preacher Hickman’s 
Creek Church had (Spencer’s Kentucky Baptists, Vol. 1, page 208). 
He was in the Culpeper County prison. He is mentioned as Rev. 
Thomas Ammon in The History of Ten Baptist Churches, by Taylor, 
page 39. 

I am sending one of several records. 

Mrs. W. B. Ardery, Paris, Ky. 


Book A, “Estates Settled”, page 1 


We the subscribers being appointed by the county clerk of Bourbon 
County as commissioners to make division of the estate of Thomas 
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Ammon, deceased, amongst his widow and children, the widow being _ 
present and consenting to take a child’s part, after being duly sworn 
agreeable to said order, have proceeded to make the following division 
this sixteenth day of February, eighteen hundred and fifteen court. We 
find the sum of four thousand three hundred and ninety-three dollars 
and fifty cents after paying the debts and expenses of administration 
remaining in the administrator’s hands which are to be devided amonst 
nine children and the widow as followeth: 


To the widow Elizabeth Ammon $439 6 35.8 
To John Steers and wife Margaret $439 6. 35.8 
To William Holladay and Wife Fanny. $439 635.8 
To Robert McClelland and wife Elizabeth... $439 6. 35.8 
To Samuel Arnett and wife Nancy $439 6 35.8 
To Cornelias Hall and wife Sally $439 635.8 
To infant Heirs*of Susanah McClelland $439 35.8 
To John Ward and wife Cleary $439 635.8 
To Joseph Nezbit and wife Polly $439 6.35.8 
To James Poindexter and wife Patsey $439 6. 35.8 

$303.58 


Signed: Aquilla Parker 
Thomas Baker 
G. Ruddell 
Bourbon County Court Clerk’s Office, sct, 
May Court 1815 
This division of the personal Estate of Thomas Ammon, deceased, 
was returned into court, approved as established and ordered to be re- 
corded. 
Attest Thos. P. Smith C. B. C. 
Note, Infant heirs of Susanah McClelland, wife of James McClel- 
land, were Betsy, Olivia and Julia. 


ROBERTSON. 


My attention has been called to an article in the Virginia Historical 
Magazine, Vol. XXXII, No. 1, Jan., 1924. In the Virginia Council 
Journals, 1726-1753, on page 6 there is a note on William Robertson, 
Clerk of the Council at that time. I, too, have a record that he left 
no male descendants. The William Robertson who was the ancestor 
of Gov. Wyndham Robertson was member of the Council and Clerk 
for many years lived at a later date. 

Please find below authority for this statement and if possible please 
publish it in your Magazine. 
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Ancestry of William Robertson, Clerk of the Council of State for 
many years and afterwards member of the Privy Council. 

Archibald Robertson, son of William Robertson, Bailie of Edinburgh 
and Christian Ferguson came to Virginia in 1745. He married in 1748 
Elizabeth Fitzgerald, daughter of John Fitzgerald and Elizabeth Poy- 
thress, his wife. Their oldest son, William, born Feb. 5, 1750, was 
an Ensign in the 2nd Virginia Regiment, 1776. He married in 1775 
Elizabeth, the daughter of Thomas Bolling and Elizabeth Gay. 

William Robertson was educated in Glasgow, Scotland, and lived with 
his uncle, Arthur Robertson, Chancellor of the city of Glasgow. He 
moved from Petersburg to Richmond in 1803, studied law and became 
Clerk of the Council of State and member of that body. He died in 
1829. This William Robertson of the Robertsons of Struan, Scotland, 
was the father of Governor Wyndham Robertson, Judge John Robert- 
son, Governor Thomas Bolling Robertson of Louisiana and others, and 
should not be confused with the William Robertson, clerk of the 
Council in 1726. 

For authorities, see Pocahontas and Her Descendants, by Governor 
Wyndham Robertson, pages 65 and 66. 


Mrs. Walton Fleming, Blue Ridge Summit, Pa. 


POWELL—PAYNE. 
PowELL 


Frances Powell of Franklin County, Va., was the daughter of Ed- 
ward Powell and ————— Tuggle. She married Thomas A. Payne, 
of Campbell County. 

Frances Powell died about 1843. I would like to know more of her 
family. She had three brothers: Robert, William, Charles, and three 
sisters: Sarah (Sallie), Jane, Elizabeth. Robert married 1st, Mary 
Southerland; 2nd, Mary Boatwright. William married 1st, 
Hancock; 2nd, Sarah Newbile. Charles married Lucinda Hancock. 
Sarah married John Craghead. Jane married Robert Craghead. Eliz- 
abeth married ————— Smith. 

Edward Powell, who married ————— Tuggle, was one of twelve 
children, eleven boys, the youngest was named Eleven, and one girl. 
Their father came from England and settled in Loudoun County, Va. 
Of these twelve children, two settled in Henrico County, near Richmond; 
two settled in Prince George County; one settled in Amherst County, 
near Lynchburg( Paulus Powell was his son and represented Lynch- 
burg District in the U. S. Congress for years) ; two settled in Georgia, 
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near Macon, and there grew up a little town named Powellton; William 
settled in southwest Virginia; Ambrose settled in Nelson County (He 
was the grandfather of Gen. A. P. Hill, of Confederate fame); Ed- 
ward first settled in Prince Edward County, but later moved to Frank- 
lin County and died there about 1820. 

Any information on the above families or the Thomas A. Payne 
family the undersigned would appreciate. 


Henry E. Payne, Charleston, W. Va. 


PAYNE 


Thomas A. Payne, of Campbell County, Va., married Frances Powell, 
of Franklin County, Va. Issue: Robert, William, Jane, Catherine, 
Mary, Elizabeth, Charles, Henry and Austin. 

Thomas Austin Payne died about 1830 at the home of his oldest 
daughter, Jane, who married a Mr. Baker, and lived in Dyer 
County, Tenn. Frances Powell died at her old home in Franklin County, 
Va., about 1843. 

Robert, the oldest boy, married and went west to Missouri, had one 
son only, who lost a leg in the Civil War. 

William, the next boy, married a Miss Payne, of Giles County, Va., 
and moved to Dyer County, Tenn. Col. A. G. Payne was a son of 
the above, and lived at Huntingdon, Tenn. 

Catherine, the second girl, married a Mr. ————— Hatcher, and lived 
in Dyer County, Tenn. Mary, the third daughter, never married, but 
made her home with the youngest daughter. 

Elizabeth, the youngest daughter, married 1st, John Frith. After he 
died she married 2nd, Charles B. Powell, a cousin. By her first mar- 
riage she had three children; Capt. William, Robert and Fannie, who 
married Capt. Geo. Finney. 

Charles Henry Payne married 1st, Rebecca Price. Issue: William 
Henry, John Robert, Erastus Frith, Sarah Elizabeth, James Monroe, 
Frances Octavia, Margaret Victoria, Christiana Josephine, Harriet Re- 
becca, and by his second marriage to Kezia Jane Kinzer they had, 
Charles Kinzer, Frank, Florence Rebecca, Walter Lee, Annie Laurie, 
Kezie Jane, Hally May, Edward Malcolm. Austin, the youngest, 
moved to Ohio, afterwards to West Virginia. 

It is thought that Barney Payne, who married a Miss Monroe, was 
the grandfather of the above Thomas A. Payne. 

The undersigned would like to get any information on any of the 
above families, except Charles Henry Payne’s. 


Henry E. Payne, 
916 Virginia Street, Charleston, W. Va. 
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LUTTRELL FAMILY BIBLE RECORDS. 
Contributed by A. M. Prichard, Staunton, Va. 


State of Virginia, County of Augusta, to-wit: 

I, J. W. Robson, a notary public in and for the county and state 
aforesaid, do certify that I have made a careful examination of an old 
family Bible which is now in the possession of Mr. A. M. Prichard, 
at his home, in said county and state; and that the said Prichard, 
being by me first duly sworn, did depose and say that said Bible had 
been loaned to him by Mr. Richard Harrison Duncan of Culpeper 
County, Virginia, who, at the time of said loan, stated that it was his 
grandfather’s family Bible, and that it had come into his possession 
through his mother; and I further certify that the following is a true 
copy of the Family Record contained in said Bible, to-wit: 


FAMILY RECORD 
MARRIAGES 


Burrell Luttrell and Hannah his wife was married the 22nd Jan- 
uary 1807. 

A. G. Stallard & Sarah his wife was married the 28 November 1833. 

Richard Luttrell & Mary his wife was married January 15th 1838. 

John W. Luttrell and Sarah his wife was married July 8th 18309. 

James W. Luttrell and Frances his wife was married, August 27th 
1840. 

Burrell E. Luttrell and Mary Ritchie his wife were married August 
23rd 1850. 

William Doyle and Lucie A his wife were married July 7th 1859. 

William Duncan and Mary E his wife was married 21 of October 1866. 

George R. Doyle and Sallie Elliott were married April 26 1891. 


Birrus 


Burrell Luttrell was born October 25th 1785. 

Hannah Luttrell was born August 27th 1787. 

Sally Luttrell was born December 23rd 1807. 

Richard Luttrell was born January 6th 1809. 

Juliett Ann Luttrell was born September 22nd 1810. 
James W Luttrell was born Feb 22nd 1813. 

John W Luttrell was born March 4th 1816. 

Elizabeth Rachel Luttrell was born January 3rd 1822. 
Burrell Edmund Luttrell was born Dec 29 1838. 
Hannah Button Luttrell was born Dec. 22nd 1840. 
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Lucy Ann Luttrell was born April 13th 1841. 

Mary Elizabeth Luttrell was born March 30 1846. 

Julia Francis Luttrell was born October oth 1857. 

Laura Franklin Doyle was born 21st April 1860. 

Capitol L. Luttrell was born December 18th 1860. 

Mary William Doyle was born October 18th 1861. 

George Richard Doyle was born 7th August 1863. 

Lucie Marie Luttrell was born December 28th 1863. 

Richard Harrison Duncan was born January sth 1868. 

William Edward Duncan was born March 1oth 1870. 

Cora Virginia, daughter of George R. Doyle and Sallie Elliott, his 
wife, born Jan. 26, 1892. 

George Elliott Doyle, son of G. R. Doyle and Sallie Elliott, was 
born Oct. 13, 1893. 

DeaTus 


Burrell Luttrell died November 26th 1831. 

Hannah Luttrell wife of Burrell Luttrell died Aug. 1844. Daughter 
of Harmon Button. 

Lucy A Doyle Daughter of Richard & Mary E Luttrell died No- 
vember 15th 1863. 2nd Timothy 1st ch. 10 verse—Rev. B. Grimsley. 


Lucie Mary Luttrell daughter of Burrell E & Mary Ritchie Luttrell 
died October 2nd 1864. 


Mary E Luttrell wife of Richard Luttrell died July 6th 1870. 

William D. Duncan husband of Mary B Duncan died March 12th 
1871. Son of Harrison Duncan. 

Richard Luttrell died February 11th 1874. 


Charles Luttrell died Sept 24th 1896. Son of B. E. Luttrell. 


Mr. George R Doyle died June 2nd 1897. Son of William Doyle 
and Lucie A Luttrell his wife. 


Sallie Elliott Doyle wife of G. R. Doyle died February 20, 1909. 

Mr. William Doyle died Decemb 12th 1894. 

Willie Milton the child of William and Mary M Duncan died October 
3Ist 1900. 

Mary Ritchie Luttrell wife of Burrell E Luttrell died March 19th 1909. 

Burrell Edward Luttrell died June 4 1915. 

Mary Elizabeth Luttrell wife of William D Duncan died Sept. 10, 
1913. 

J. W. Robson, 
Notary Public in and for Augusta County, Virginia. 


(To be continued) 
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JAMES FAMILY NOTES. 
Contributed by Mrs. L. C. Anderson, Bainbridge, Ohio. 


King George County, Virginia, Deed Book 1, 1721-29, page 6. Bonds 
(on other side) 1731-1735. 

Will—Francis James—Sittenburne. 

Parish—County of Richmond. 

Beloved son Sherwood James (not twenty-one years of age). 

Dau. Jane James. 

Mentions land 50 A. that I bought of my sister-in-law Martha Mar- 
shall, 

Loving wife Margaret. 

Oct. 24, 1717. July 7, 1721. 

Wit: Peter Jett, John Gilbert. 


O. Book. 


Nov. 3, 1721—Francis James petition vs. Margaret James exec. of 
Francis James dec’d for part of sd father’s estate. 


Westmoreland Co. Will Book 3, p. 232. 


Thomas Marshall—Will. 

Wife Martha Marshall. 
Elizabeth Rossier—a gift. 

Son William. 

Other children—but not named. 
Will prob. May 31,1704. 


Essex Co. Book, 8, p. 35, Nov. 24, 1688. 


David Rossier, Sittenburn Parish, Rappahannock Co., and wife, Sarah 
Rossier. 

Deed to Francis James—land formerly belonged to Philip Sherwood, 
dec’d father of my wife, Sarah, which whole divident of land is situated 
in the sd Parish of Sittenburn, Co. of Rappahannock, adjoining land 
of William Jett, etc. 


Essex Co. Book, 8, p. 279, April, 1690. 


James Dabney & wife Ann. 
Deed to Francis James—land formerly belonged to Philip Sherwood, 
dec’d, by right of his wife Ann. 
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Adjoining Francis Triplett. Sittenburn Parish. 

Another deed. Same parties—land joins Francis James—all be- 
longed to Philip Sherwood. Sittenburn Parish. 

Wit. Wm. Jett, John Covington, John Rossier. 


Richmond Co. Book, 7, p. 38, April 6, 1715. 


David Rossier—deed to Francis James, Sittenburn Parish, Richmond 
Co., land formerly belonged to Philip Sherwood, dec’d, out of Cole- 
man’s pat. descended unto Philip Sherwood’s four daughters. Sarah 
Rossier, one of the daughters so descended to David Rossier, one of 
heir-at-law, Sarah being his own mother. 


Essex Co., Feb. 8, 1685, Book 7, p. 443. 


Thomas Marshall of Sittenburn Parish, Rappahannock Co. & wife 
Martha. 

Deed to Francis James. |Land was occupied by Thomas & Martha 
Marshall.) 

In Tyler’s Quarterly, Vol. 2, p. 207, Mr. Henry Strother, Ft. Smith, 
Arkansas, says Philip Sherwood died in old Rappahannock Co., 1684 
or earlier, and that his daughter, Martha, was wife of Thomas Marshall. 
Mr. Strother states he has positive proof of this. Thos. Marshall was 
grandfather of Col. Thos. Marshall, father of Chief Justice John 
Marshall. 
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GENEALOGY 


HARRISON OF JAMES RIVER 
(Continued) 


Following is the inventory and appraisement of the estate of Benjamin 
Harrison, the Signer, which he stated had suffered much by the Revo- 
lution. 

“Appraisement of the Estate of Benjamin Harrison of Berkeley, de- 
ceased, by Benjamin Harrison (Brandon), John Edmondson and Otway 
Byrd, made the —— day of July, 1791. 


No. Name of Negroes Supposed Age Remarks Value 
I Old Sarah 80 Superanuated £00.00.00 
2 Old Coye 62 Mad 00.00.00 
3 Betty 61 Infirm 
4 Charles 52 
5 Molly Burges 60 26,7 
6 Molly Burges jr. 26 ars 
7 Sally 42 Infirm pa 
8 George Snow 21 
Critty 45 Infirm 
10 Charles 16 
II Dick 12 yee 
12 Isham 10 
13 Little Coye 7 
14 Parloe 56 
15 Cate 44 
16 Johnny (postillion) 15 
17 Harry 8 25. ”» ” 
18 Molly II 24.” 
19 Jacob 8 Mo. Mos 
20 Old Aaggy 04 Superanuated 
21 Jenny 60 Infirm oe 
22 Sarah (yellow) 17 ga 
( 
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Judy Jones 30 
Billy Jones 8 
Old Nanny 70 
Tom (Carpenter) 50 
Frank ditto 30 
Patty 19 
Tabb (child of Frank&Patty 6Mo. 
Old Frances 60 
Harry (Cook) 19 
York (Blacksmith) 27 
Great Hannah 30 
Wat 6 
Daniel I 
Phill II 
Old Suckey 

Phill (Foreman) 40 
Nelly 33 
Cutty 12 
Edmond 15 
Frank 9 
Billey 6 6 
Patty 
Robin 3 
Peter (Glouster) 50 
Great Ned 50 
Ned 14 
Ben 10 
Nancy 13 
Charles (Craber) 30 
Dick 28 
Jonathan (Blacksmith) 23 
Jack (Horseler) 60 
Lucy (Fat) 50 
Aggy & child five weeks old 36 
Billy 7 
Johnny 12 
Ned 30 
Suckey 35 
Fiddler 32 
Betty 29 
Lewis 6 
Clarissa : 13 
Joe 34 
Charles 12 


Beckey II 


Superanuated 


Infirm 


Superanuated 


Infirm 
Infirm 


Infirm 


3s: 
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Old Frank 

Johnny (Suckey’s son) 
Phebe 

Molly 

Moses 

Sam 

Harry (Lidiea’s son) 
Bob (Postillion) 
Old Billy 

Sarah (Kitchen) 
Sarah (Doctor) 
Martilla 

Hannah Brooks 
Pamello 

Gaby 

Great Judy & child 
Lucey 

Peter 

Aggy 

Jack 

Jack (Mill Quarter) 
Sally 

George 

Ned (Ratcoon) 

Dick (Cowkeeper) 


Negroes at Old Hides— 


Peter (Foreman) 
Rachel 

Quamana 

Nancey 

Juday 

Caesar 

Billey 

Anthony 

Old Nelly 

Jenny 

Tom (Child) 
Aggy 

Sarah 

Sally Hog at Berkley 


Superanuated 


Worthless 


Crippled 


Superanuated 


Infirm 


86 
69 Molly 15 a5. 
70 Grace 5 
71 Joe 3 
60.” .” 
75 5 15. 
76 2 
77 20 
78 20 75.”.” 
79 34 30. . 
80 70 
84 20 
85 2 10.”.” 
86 
89 5 15, ° I 
gI II C 
93 40 25- ” ” 6 
12 
100 17 35- 14 
102 25 4 
104 42 30. ” ” 
106 19 
108 17 3g. 34 
109 12 2s.”. 
15 35.”.” 81 
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Cattle— 
Head old) 
ditto young’ i 64 head at 35s. 
Calves, 6 head at 
Work steers—11 head at 


Sheep and Lambs 208 head in all at 10s. 


18 Hogs—sows at 12s. 
59 young ditto 2s. 


Horses. 5 Carriage Horses 
1 Bay mare & colt 
1 ditto ditto Master 
1 Gray horse-Cade 
1 Sorrel ditto 
1 Young bay mare 
5 Work horses 
2 Mules 


Household Furniture in Chamber 
Bed, Bolsters, Pillows, Bedstead, Mattress 
Curtains, Blankets, and coverleds 
I Arm chair 
6 Mahogany ditto 
1 Dressing table 
1 Desk 
12 Prints 
1 Stand table 
Tongs, Shovel, Fender, And Irons 
12 Sweet meat potts 
9 Chamber potts 
A parcel of small bottles 
14 Pair sheets—5 new £6.17.6. 
9 used 9.18.0. 
4 ditto—old ditto 
7 large & § small Table cloths 


34 Towels and napkins. 16 Napkins 32s. 
8 Towels Qs. 


8 new & 8 old pillow cases 


£112.00.00 


” 


42 


222.10.” 


87 


” 
” 
” 04. . 
” ” 
95.00.00 
” 30. ” : ” 
” 16.10.” 
3 
” 
” 
.* 
” 
” 4 » 
I. 4. ” 
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0.2.” 
” 
16.15. 6. 
” 9.10.” 
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Great Room. 1 Carpet a; 
12 mahogany chairs ee 
1 large round ditto table ar” ae 
1 card ditto ditto 0.10.” 
I tea ditto ditto 0.10.” 
Fender, Tongs, Shovel & And Irons 2.10.” 
2 sets of china & 2 tea boards 338," 
1 fire screen oe: 29.16.” 


In the Bow Fett— 


168 ozs. Plate at 6s. 50. 8.” 
1 parcel of glass Psa 
3 china bowles 1.10.” 
2 ditto mugs 0. 2. 6 
Table china broken a.” 
4 Japand waiters a2” 
Queens china 0.10.” 
8 china salts 0. 4.” 
4 pint decanters 
2 quart ditto 0. 3. 0 
20 case bottles 6. 8 
2 groce quart ditto 2.16.” 
2 doz. knives and forks 18.” 64. 5. 2 
] 
Dining Room. 
I1chairs 
I square mahogany table 
I round ditto ditto ah Sty 
1 large easy chair aa 
1 round table 20s. tongs. shovel ] 
and irons, fender 20s. 
1 desk £12. plate warmer 8s. 12. 8.” 21. 8.” 
Passage 
1 marble table 6. ( 
1 large mahogany ditto oan 
1 old couch 10s. 2 water jugs 4s. a Q*.F 
£4049.14. 2 
Passage Closet. 
1 Old desk as 
1 small table “4” 
1 set of pump borers 


A parcel of old hinges ee" C 
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1 gun £5. Sword £4. 
2 peck axes 10s. 1 piece of brass 25s. 


Nursery. 
2 old beds, bedsteads & quilts 
I pine table 
1 book case 


Green Room. 


Curtains, bed, mattrass, bedstead & furniture £20.”.” 


6 chairs 

1 dressing table and glass 

1 ash bedstead, Bed & furniture 
1 small carpet, and irons & tongs 


Room over chamber. 
Mahogany curtain’d bedstead, Bed 
mattress and furniture 
1 ash bedstead, bed & furniture 
4 chairs 
I pine table and glass 
And-irons 


Room over drinking room. 
1 ash curtain’d bedstead, bed, 
& furniture & one mattress— 
1 pine table & toilet 
And-irons 


Room over nursery. 
1 old ash bedstead, bed and blankets 
2 Old trunks 


Closet. 
4 Salvers & 12 jelly glasses 
2 Wash basons 


Coach-house. 
Old coach and harness 
Old chariot irons 
1 Side saddle 
3 Seines and ropes 


Kitchen furniture— 
Carpenter’s tools 


1.55.” 17.10.” 
£8.00.00 
1.10.” 9.10.00 
” 6. 
5. ” ” 
10. ” ” 
” 1S ” 36. I. ” 
£17. ” ” 
” 10. » 
” 2. ” 
” “'S, ” 25. 7. ” 
£20. ” v ” 
0.10,” 
20.10,” 
3." ” 
o. 8. 0 
£4161.12. 2 
0. 1. 6 1.11. 6 
15. ” ” 
3. ” ” 
20. ” ” 38. ” ” 
2.10.” 2.10.” 
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New— wheels and body 
Smiths tools 
Plantation utensils— 
1 Ox waggon 
1 Little horn waggon hes 
1 Ox cart 1.10.” 
1 ditto- ditto 
1 Tumbrill 
1 Old horn waggon 220.” 
3 Large ploughs 3.18.” 
6 Half shares 1.16.” 
2 Drags 
Hoes, axes, spades & wedges ae 2. 2.” 
Gold watch in good order 
1 Pair pistols 
£4286.10.” 


Executed agreeable to an order of Court by 
Ben: Harrison, 
Jno. Edmondson, 
Otway Byrd. 

At a Quarterly Court held for Charles City County at the Courthouse 
on Thursday the sixteenth day of November, 1797 [1791]. The afore- 
written inventory and appraisement of the estate of Benjamin Harrison, 
decd: (of Berkley) was this day returned & ordered to be recorded. 

Teste: 
Ro. Munford, C. C. 
Copy, Teste: 
R. S. Major, Clerk. 

Benjamin® and Elizabeth Harrison had issue: 

42. Benjamin’. 

43. William Henry’. 

44. Anne’, married David Coupland.* 


* We are indebted to Mr. Henry Harrison Wilson, Harrisburg, Pa., for the 
following: 
COPY (PROVED) OF RECORD MADE BY DAVID COUPLAND 


(In family Bible of his daughter Elizabeth Bassett (Coupland) Trent of 
“Auburn”, Cumberland County, Va., Bible now being in possession of Stephen 
W. Trent of “Bell Branch’, Buckingham Vo., Va. 

Made for Virginia Historical Society by Henry Harrison Wilson of Harrisburg, 
Pa. Notes based on researches made by and for him. References are to Court 
records of Cumberland County, Va., except as otherwise stated. 

“David Coupland, 2nd son of Wm. and Alice Apsley, was born at his 
grandfather's, David O’Sheals seat in Nansemond County, August 38, 1749’. 
(See Note A.) 


‘ 
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ANNE, DAUGHTER OF BENJAMIN HARRISON 
AND WIFE oF Davin 


From a miniature in the possession of 
Mr. R. C. Wight. Courtesy of Mr. H. H. Wilson. 
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4s. Lucy’, married 1st, Peyton Randolph, of “Wilton”, Henrico 
county, and 2d, (License, Henrico Co., Oct. 8, 1788) Anthony 
Singleton, of Williamsburg and Richmond, Captain of Artillery 
in the Revolution. 


“Ann Harrison, 2nd daughter of Benjamin Harrison of Berkeley, Charles 
City Co., was born at Berkeley, May 21, 1753. They were married at Berkeley, 
March 9, 1775”. (See Note B.) ‘They had” 

(1) “Elizabeth Bassett Coupland, born at Wilton, Henrico Co., June 1, 1776.” 

(2) “Ann Randolph Coupland, born at Berkeley, August 2, 1777. * 

(3) “Alice Apsley, born on Willis’ river, Cumberland Co., Oct. 19, 1779. 

(4) “William Rickman, born at Kittawan, his uncle’s seat, in Charles City 
Co., Nov. 9th, 1782.” (DB 17, p. 5, DB 18, p. 450, DB 21, p. 352, DB 24, p. 352, 
DB 27, p. 531 Cumberland County Court records.) 


(5) “Lucy Harrison at Wilton, Oct. 24, 1784.” 

(6) “Benjamin Harrison. Born at our seat Springfield, Buckingham Co., 
Nov. 16, 1784.” (DB 18, p. 450.) 

(7) “Theresa Anna at home Aug. 6, 1788.” 

(8) “David O’Sheals Sept. 7, 1790. 

(9) “Susanna Oct. 7, 1793.” 


(10) “Carter Coupland Oct. 30, 1795.” (DB 18, p. 450.) End of record. 


Note A. David Coupland was a Justice of Cumberland County, appointed 
Oct. 24, 1778 (O. B. 1774-8, p. 508) and vestryman of Littleton Parish. He 
died in 1821. There is a land grant recorded in Virginia land office to his 
grandfather David O’Sheals, in Nansemond County, “On south side of Nanse- 
mond River’, B 15, p. 69, June 29, 1733. 


Note B. Ann Harrison, wife of David Coupland died in 1821. Their home 
was at “Springfield”, lying in both Cumberland and Buckingham Counties, on 
West side of Willis’ river and opposite (North) side of Great Buffalo Creek 
from “Clay Bank” an old Randolph and Trent home still standing. (See deed 
from Archibald Cary to David Coupland, April 4, 1776 (D. B. 5, p. 25). House 
was burned about the close of 19th century. No record in Cumberland County 
of administration of estate of David Coupland or Ann (Harrison) Coupland. 
As he owned property in both counties, such records were doubtless filed in 
Buckingham County, all of whose records were burned in the last century. 

Attention is called to mis-spelling of name Coupland in Campbell’s History, 
where a daughter of Governor Benjamin Harrison is noted to have married 
“________. Copeland” (footnote on page 156). The name is spelled correctly in 
the Page genealogy, under Randolph family notes, and in Robertson’s ‘“‘Poca- 
hontas and her Descendants”, under Gay family notes (page 38) as “Coupland”. 
The latter spelling appears uniformly in all documents concerning this family 
recorded at Cumberland C. H., Va., as referred to herein previously, also in will 
of an Harrison, The Signer (See Va. Mag. Hist. & Biography, Oct. 1925, 
Pp. 

From notes left by Mrs. John P. Wilson of “Bonbrook”, Cumberland County, 
Va., (a granddaughter of David Coupland) it appears that David Coupland first 
married, when quite young, a Mrs. Fleming and that a son by this marriage lived 
a few years after his marriage with Ann Harrison of “Berkeley” but died young 
without issue. 

The following notes refer to children of David Coupland and Ann Harrison 
as per numbers inserted opposite their names on copy of record on preceding 
page. 

(1) Elizabeth Bassett Coupland, married Stephen Woodson Trent (1769-1844) 
of “Auburn”, Cumberland County, Va. (DB 6, p. 574) Justice of Cumberland 
(OB 1801-03, p. 185) son and executor (DB 7, p. 430, etc) of Alexander Trent, 
8rd (1729-1798) of “Barterhill”, Cumberland County and Manchester, a vesty- 
man of Southam Parish (Meade, Vol. II, p. 34) and Justice and Burgess for 
Cumberland (Encyclopedia Va. Biography, etc.) 

(2) Ann Randolph Coupland, married Isham Randolph of “Dungeness’’, 
Goochland County. See “Randolph” in genealogy of Page family of Virginia, 
by R. C. M. Page. 

(4) William Rickman Coupland, named for his uncle-in-law, Dr. William 
Rickman, Director General and Surgeon of Continental Hospital, first husband 
of Elizabeth Harrison, youngest daughter of Benjamin Harrison, The Signer. 
William Rickman Coupland lived in Cumberland County, Va., and died a bachelor 
at home of his sister, Mrs. Isham Randolph. (See public references on pre- 
ceding page.) 


i 
j 
7 
i 
a 
rage 
An 


g2 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE 


46. Carter Bassett’. 
47. Sarah, married John Minge, of “Weyanoke”, Charles City county. 
48. Elizabeth’, married Dr. William Rickman, Director of Hospital 


in Virginia during the Revolution. 
(To be continued) 


THE PRESLYS OF NORTHUMBERLAND}# 


By Mrs. O. A. Keach, Wichita, Kansas 


Northumberland County was the cradle of many great Virginia 
families. Among the most distinguished of these families were the 
Preslys, who helped write almost every page of this county’s history 
for one hundred years. 

At the end of almost exactly one hundred years the last of the name 
in the male line wrote his last page in the old record books. 

Every male member of the family was prominent in public life. 
Four of the Preslys were Burgesses and they were concerned in the 
important’ developments of the colony from 1647 to 1749. 

Perhaps no less remarkable is the record of families of this lineage 
in the female line, who in their male descendants continued the tra- 
ditions of leadership and public service in the county, the state and 
the nation. 

William Presly, Gentleman, the immigrant was the second Burgess 
from Northumberland and represented this county in the Assembly 
November 1647. Nothing is certainly known of his ancestry. He was 
recognized as a man of ability and high character as our scant bio- 
graphical material shows. 

William Presly’s qualities of leadership which were continued in his 
descendants would indicate that he came from an ancient governing 


race, 


(5) Luey Harrison Coupland, married William Alexander Gay (See Rob- 
ertson’s “Pocahontas and Her Descendants”, page 38) sixth in descent from 
Pocahontas, of Powhatan and Buckingham Counties (DB 18, p. 89, Cumber- 
land) son of Capt. William Gay (Powhatan Co. Will Book, 5, p. 32 and DB 1, 
p. 437, ete.) a vestryman of Southam Parish, Cumberland (afterwards Pow- 
hatan Co. 1777) July 22, 1776 (OB 1774-78, p. 78). 

(6) Benjamin Harrison Coupland, settled in Dinwiddie County, Va. Line 
not yet traced but not believed to have left surviving issue. (DB 18, p. 450). 

an Carter Coupland, married Juliana Ruffin, daughter of William Ruffin 

d Rebecca Cocke (DB 18, p. 450). 

“3) (7) (8) (9) These children are believed to have died in infancy or 
without issue. 

¢ Citations are from Northumberland county records except as otherwise stated. 
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Lucy, DAUGHTER oF BENJAMIN HARRISON AND WIFE OF 
PEYTON RANDOLPH oF WILTON 


Courtesy of Mrs. Gray Skipwith. Photograph by Frick Art Reference Library. 
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William Presly may have come to “Chicakawane alias Northumber- 
land” with Colonel John Mottrom. His official life is traced in these 
court records: 

November 1647—Burgess. 

March 1651—Wm. Presly and John Trussell, burgesses. 

September 20, 1652—His name appears in first list of Justices. 

July 20, 1654—Sworn High Sheriff. 

June 30, 1655—Mr. Wm. Presly one of the collectors of the min- 
ister’s salary—to pay Mr. Hugh Lee amount due him of same. 

August 22, 1655—Mr. Wm. Presly, Robert Newman and John 
Hull, church wardens, Chicacone Quarter. 

A patent for land was granted Mr. Wm. Presly, by Governor 
Berkeley, February 11, 1650. 

He was also granted land for the transportation of his wife, Jane 
Presly and Hannah Newman (probably her sister) into the colony, 
O. B. 1652. 

Mr. Robert Newman in his will, d. Jan. 2, 1655 names Wm. Presly 
(son of Wm. Presly) his loving nephew and makes him executor 
of his will. Thus Jane Presly, wife of Mr. Presly, Sr., was prob- 
ably the sister of Robert Newman. 

Mr. Wm. Presly died about December, .1655. His will was dated 
August 15, 1650, and was proved January 20, 1656. To his son 
William Presly, 340 acres, and the right for 200 more. Also a cow 
that had formerly belonged to John Haynie. 

To his grandchild, Wm. Presly, son of William. 

To son Peter Presly the rest of estate and to be executor. 

One of the witnesses Thos. Wilsford, on January 20, 1657 made 
oath that Mr. Wm. Presly, Sr. being in perfect mind and memory 
gave instructions to this deponent to draw up into form his last will 
and Testament and this depon’t did and this is the very same will— 
all of this depon’ts owne handwriting—and this depon’t further sayeth 
that he saw the said Testator sign seale and heard him acknowledge 
same to be his last will and testament. 

As there is no mention of his wife, Jane Presly, she had prob- 
ably died before 1650. 

1. Mr. Wm. Presly’s issue named in his will were: 

2. William. 

3. Peter. 

4. William, his grandchild also named. 

William® Presly began his long career of public service about where 
his father left off. 

He seems to have married a relative, probably an older daughter 
of Col. John Mottrom before 1650. 


(To be continued) 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


Tue Diaries oF GeorGeE WASHINGTON, 1748-1799. Edited by John C. 
Fitzpatrick, A. M. Published for the Miunt Vernon Ladies Asso- 
ciation of the Union. Houghton, Mifflin Company, Boston and New 
York, 1925, 4 Vols., xviii, 455; 461; 458; 451, with index and sev- 
eral illustrations. 


The value and interest of Washington’s diaries have been shown by 
the several portions which have been printed from time to time. The 
importance of the present publication is greatly enhanced by the fact 
that not more than one sixth of the existing diaries have been printed. 

In addition to the wealth of information on political and military 
history which these books give, there is a mine for the student of 
social conditions during Washington’s life. They are indispensable to 
any worker on our history from 1748 until Washington’s death. 

Naturally such books should appear in becoming form and the pub- 
lishers have presented fine examples of book-making. 


GENEALOGICAL AND BioGRAPHICAL RECORDS OF THE BANNING AND ALLIED 
Famivies. Prepared for Miss Kate Banning. American Historical 


Society, Inc. 1925. 


This book relating to the Bannings of Connecticut and their con- 
nections is one of the most elaborate genealogical works which has come 
to this Society’s library. It will greatly interest those who are de- 
scended from or related to the families treated of, and, merely as a 
pook, will be an ornament to their collections. It contains many portraits 
and arms in colors. 


State RiGHTs IN THE Conreperacy. By Francis Lawrence Owsley, 
Ph. D. Assistant Professor of History, Vanderbilt University. The 
University of Chicago Press, Chicago, Illinois, 1925, pp. ix, 290. 


“The Confederacy collapsed more from internal than from external 
causes and the most disastrous of these internal ailments was the 
attempt of the Southern people to practice their theory of State rights 
during the war.” This is Dr. Owsley’s thesis and he presents it and 
the proofs for his point of view in a very scholarly and interesting way. 
It is a book which may well be read in connection with the work on 
Confederate conscription lately noticed in our magazine. 


DESCENDANTS OF VALENTINE HoiirncswortH, Sr. [By J. Adgar 
Stewart], Louisville, Ky. John P. Morton and Company, Incorpo- 
rated, 1925, pp. 208, with index. 

This is an elaborate and carefully prepared account of the descendants 
of Valentine Hollingsworth, a Friend, from County Armagh, Ireland, 
who came to America in 1682 and settled in the present Delaware. 
Abraham Hollingsworth, grandson of the emigrant, removed to Fred- 
erick County, Va., where he died in 1748. The family has spread 
widely throughout the United States. 


i 

| 

_ 

: 

| 

4 

4 


BOOK REVIEWS 95 


Wits oF WESTMORELAND County, Vircinia, 1654-1800. By Augusta 
. en Appeals Press [Richmiond, Va.], 1925, pp. 229, with 
ull index. 


This very useful book will entirely supplant one on the same subject, 
by another compiler, published a number of years ago. It contains 
many wills omitted in the other and has much fuller and more satis- 
factory abstracts. 


THe Warren, Littie, Lorurop, Park, Dix, 
Piatt, WHEELER, LANE AND Avery PEDIGREES OF SA....UEL PUTNAM 
Avery, 1847-1920. The New York Genealogical and Biographical 
Society, mcmxxv, pp. xix, 273 with index and illustrations. 


This book, the loving work of the late Samuel P. Avery, has been 
edited by his colleague in the N. Y. G. and B. Society, Mr. John Rey- 
nolds Totten. The work of author, editor and publisher has been 
admirably done and the prominence and number of the families included 
will give the book a wide appeal. 


THe Dreamer, A RoMANTIC RENDERING OF THE Lire Story or EpGar 
ALLAN Poe. By Mary Newton Stanard, author of “The Story of 
Bacon’s Rebellion, 1676”, “Colonial Virginia, Its People and Customs”, 
“Richmond, Its People and Its Story”. With Illustrations. Phila- 
delphia and London. J. B. Lippincott Company, 1925, pp. 382. 


For obvious reasons the editor cannot review this new and revised 
edition of “The Dreamer”. It can be said, however, that the Lippincotts 
have made a very beautiful volume and it is permissible to give a few 
words from what some of the reviewers of the first edition said: 

“The author’s estimate of the brilliant, but erratic, genius is sym- 
pathetic and just. Her keen analysis of his complex and much mis- 
understood character serves to throw light on more than one disputed 
point.—The Literary Digest.” 

“A charming study of the poet and man, with an attempt at making 
a finished picture of the more or less shadowy sketch hitherto produced 
by Poe’s Uneresiene. From cover to cover the book is absorbing, 
and whether she deals with the genius of the writer or the weakness 
e J the man, there is not a dull line in the story—The Philadelphia 

er. 

“An interesting sketch of Poe’s life and times, more interesting than 
many of the more literal memoirs.—The Hartford Courant.” 


Epcar ALLAN Poe Letters Now Unpustisuep. In the Valentine 
Museum, Richmond, Virginia. Introductory Essay and Commentary 
by Mary Newton Stanard, with Fac-similes of all Letters and Fifteen 
Illustrations. Philadelphia and London. J. B. Lippincott Company, 


1925, pp. 321. 


The discovery of a single unpublished letter of Poe has been a matter 
of interest. In this remarkable book we have twenty-eight, with two 
from John Allan, one from Mrs. Clemm and a number of important 
comments by Allan on the backs of Poe’s letters. These newly pub- 
lished documents have high value as throwing light on many un- 
known or little known periods of the poet’s earlier life. 

The University, the first departure from his Richmond home, his 
career in the army, the parts of the years 1825-30, when he was trying 
to obtain an appointment as a cadet, the publication of his second and 
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third volumes, West Point, the cause of his final break with his foster- 
father, the months of poverty and wretchedness after he was dismissed 
from West Point, the gap, perhaps, never to be filled, between Dec. 29, 
1831, and April 12, 1833, and finally the brief desperate appeal on the 
last named date, all appear in these letters. 

The editor in her introduction and comments has wisely used only 
contemporary documentary evidence and made no quotations from the 
familiar “recollections” and second-hand stories, which form so large 
a part of many lives of Poe. 

n binding, type, paper and illustrations the publishers have made a 
book worthy of its contents. 

This is only intended as a notice of a very unusual volume, not a 
review. That can only be done properly by men and women who, in a 
real sense, are students of Poe’s life and works. 

Not as a Poe scholar, but as an humble student of sources for 
true biography and history one might suggest that what is chiefly 
needed at present is not a new life of the poet; but a critical study 
of the material for such a life. These letters show that the second Mrs. 
Allan was utterly mistaken in her recollection of their contents when 
she wrote to Col. Ellis. They also seem to show that the account 
(given second-hand to Professor Harrison) of Poe forging Allan’s 
name, was equally a lapse of memory, for any one reading Allan’s 
comments on the letters wili feel certain he would not have overlooked 
such a crime. Equally erroneous must have been the old gentleman 
who said that Poe was constantly drunk at West Point. If he had been 
ew — in the court-martial charges would surely have in- 
cluded it. 

Coming to a later date, what dependence can be placed in the statements 
of John R. Thompson, who, though he had been intimately associated 
with Poe, yet when writing from Richmond Nov. 9, 1849, forgot that 
Poe made two visits to Richmond, in 1848 and 1849, and evidently 
thought that he stayed here from “May or June” 1848 (he really did 
not come that year until August or later) until his death. There is 
probably much chaff to be swept away before the final life of Poe 
is written. 
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Proceedings 
OF THE 
Virginia Historical Society 
in ANNUAL MEETING 
Held APRIL 15, 1926 


The Annual meeting was held in the Society’s House, 707 
East Franklin Street on April 15, 1926 at 5 P. M., with Judge 
Daniel Grinnan, Chairman of the Executive Committee, pre- 
siding. 

The first business of the meeting was the reading of the 
annual report, which, in the absence of the President, had been 
prepared by the Chairman of the Executive Committee. It 
is as follows: 


ANNUAL REPORT 


To The Members of Virginia Historical Society : 

On account of the poor health of our beloved President Ed- 
ward V. Valentine, it falls to me as Chairman of the Executive 
Committee to make this report to you of the proceedings of our 
Society for the years 1924 and 1925. I regret to state to you, 
also, that owing to continued illness our invaluable recording 
secretary, Hon. David C. Richardson, one who has been a 
pillar in the Society for many years, has been unable to per- 
form any service for several months past. We miss here this 
afternoon the familiar faces and figures of these two warm 
friends. Owing to causes over which we had no control no 
meeting of the members of the Society was held last year to 
cover the work of the year 1924, and therefore this report 
embraces the work of two years. Appended to this report as 
a part thereof are the reports of the Corresponding Secretary 
and of the Treasurer of the Society for the years 1924 and 
1925 and these have been examined by me and are approved. 
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Before going into the details of the transactions I wish to re- 
mark, by way of preface, that the most important matter that 
has happened within the two years will be mentioned at the 
close of the report ; that is the gift to the Society of a handsome 
building, commodious and fire-proof, to be called “Virginia 
House”, modeled after the chief portion of Sulgrave Manor, 
and now under construction on Windsor Farms to the west of 
this City. For this we are indebted to the patriotism and gene- 
rosity of Mr. and Mrs. Alexander W. Weddell. The do- 
nation was accepted most thankfully by your Executive Com- 
mittee after an exhaustive examination of the general scheme 
and of its details, and it will be proper for this meeting to 
ratify and confirm the action of its Committee in this respect. 

The increase in membership continues to be very gratifying. 
After deducting all who have died, resigried or been dropped 
for non-payment of dues, the number of members on January 
I, 1924 was 1220; on January I, 1925, 1288, and on January 1, 
1926, 1337. We urge all of our members and friends to aid us 
in our efforts to increase our membership, both life and annual. 
The life-membership fee, $50.00, is at once added to our en- 
dowment fund and as sufficient amounts accumulate is invested 
in 6 per cent real estate mortgages. 

Our loss from delinquents averages about the same each 
year. That much of this non-payment is mere inadvertance is 
shown by the fact that when we send a collector to Richmond 
members who are in arrears, payment is almost always promptly 
and cheerfully made. There is no practical way of collecting 
from persons living out of town except by sending bills and 
writing urgent appeals. When we have made application and 
shown clearly the member’s obligation there is nothing more 
we can do, except to leave payment to his sense of honor. If 
he is not moved by this we drop him. 

It is always made clear that when any one joins this or any 
similar society he pledges himself to pay dues up to the date 
of his resignation and that a member can resign at any time pro- 
vided his dues are paid up to that date. 

Though our membership and income have increased and our 
affairs have been administered with all possible economy, ex- 
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penses have grown in even greater proportion. For several 
years past (when we have had no money gifts) the amount de- 
rived from life-membership fees is all we have been enabled 
to add to the Endowment Fund. It might have been possible 
to invest a little more from current receipts but we have deemed 
it wise to purchase a limited number of valuable books which 
would soon be out of print and to have copies made of im- 
portant manuscripts, relating to Virginia and the Virginia 
people, which have been lent to us. 

Our need for a greater income can be readily understood. 
Of course the figures given are only approximations. We will at 
least require $3,000. to remove our collections and install them, 
with proper cases and other fixtures, in “Virginia House”. A 
custodian (even if at first the house is only opened two or 
three times a week), janitor and fuel will cost at least $1,700.00 
a year. This does not include the pay of a night watchman who 
will occupy a small apartment which is to be provided. 

It will not be necessary for us to have an expert for the 
assistant in charge at “Virginia House”. We will only need a 
person of intelligence and character who will take proper care 
of the collections placed there and show them to visitors. Our 
business office (including editing the Magazine), most of our 
books and many interesting, but replacable parts of our col- 
lections will remain at the “Lee House”. The work of our 
small staff here will be increased and it will be (as it is indeed 
now) necessary to employ our very efficient assistant secretary 
a longer time—say until three P. M. When the crowded 
condition of the house is relieved, and articles which could not 
be replaced are removed to “Virginia House”, we should be 
able to put a furnace and electric lights in our present home. 
In the winter the portions of the house where the books are 
chiefly kept are unheated and the work of shelving and cata- 
loguing them, mainly done there, has to be suspended. 

The greatly needed improvements at the “Lee House” can 
wait until we get our work at “Virginia House” well under way. 
If we can obtain, in addition to our present income, $3,000 to 
spend in removing and installing and a sufficient amount in 
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the endowment fund to bring $1,700.00 a year additional, we 
can begin at “Virginia House”. $30,000.00 added to the present 
endowment would bring the annual amount desired. 

About $2,500.00 would cover the suggested improvement to 
the “Lee House”, and an addition of $750.00 to the present 
small salary would be necessary to secure the desired time from 
the assistant secretary. 

For all the purposes stated we will require about $5,500 
which we can spend when necessary and an addition of at least 
$45,000.00 to our endowment to produce the amounts which 
will be needed annually. These estimates are for doing every- 
thing in the most economical way. The amount named is the 
minimum. A financial panic might very probably cut our 
membership in half. To guard against this and to provide for 
carrying on properly all the work of the Society an endowment 
of at least $100,000. would be needed. We now have $22,000. 
Any surplus income would be added to this fund and invested. 

Should we be disappointed in our hopes and fail to receive 
the support we feel we should have, we will only do as we have 
often done before—do the best we can, and work for the love 
of the Society and of Virginia; both at “Virginia House” and 
the “Lee House”. 


THE TREASURER’S REPORT 


The annual report for the fiscal year ending November 30, 1924, was 
published with the July 1925 Magazine. That for the year ending No- 
vember 30, 1925, follows: 


Balance in Bank, November 30, 1924 $ 817.51 
RECEIPTS 
Annual Dues $ 6,275.95 
Life Memberships 450.00 
Interest 1,313.60 
Sale of Magazines 817.10 
Sale of Publications 44.45 
Loans Repaid 6,900.00 
From Savings Bank (For investment) ...................- 1,350.00 
Overpayment returned 1.20 
Advertising 10.00 
$ 17,162.30 


$ 17,979.81 
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DisBURSEMENTS 
Salaries $ 1,984.05 
Wages 530.00 
Sundry Bills (including purchase of books) .......... 352.45 
Magazine publication 3,481.76 
Copying manuscripts and purchase of Va. and Md. 
Gazettes 81.32 
Job Printing 83.50 
Repairs 126.53 
Binding 135.20 
To Savings Bank (Permanent Fund)..................... 5,100.25 
Fuel 140.00 
Postage and Express 196.62 
Insurance 77.00 
To Permanent Fund (6 per cent Mortgages)... 4,000.00 
Checks returned 21.00 
Collector’s Fees 42.75 
Treasurer’s Bond 50.00 
$ 16,402.43 
Balance in Bank Nov. 30, 1925 1,577.38 
$ 17,979.81 


PERMANENT FuNpD 
(April 15, 1926) 
34 shares of stock in the Citizens Bank of Norfolk, Va., 12 


per cent dividends, estimated value $ 7,480.00 

6 per cent real estate mortgages, $4,000.00, $3,750.00, $3,000.00, 
$1,500.00, $1,950.00, $1,000.00. 15,200.00 
In Savings Bank 61.31 
$22,741.31 


Though there have been no gifts to the Permanent Fund since the last 
report, the present one shows an increase (since May 15, 1925) of 
$792.05. This increase is derived from life memberships and from 
what could be spared from the current account. 

In accordance with a standing order of the Executive Committee the 
Treasurer submits the following statement showing the sources from 
which the Permanent Fund is derived. What is called the Society’s 
Fund comprises life membership fees and the amount the Committee has 
been able to save from year to year out of the ordinary revenues of 
the Society. 


The Virginia Sturdivant McCabe Fund, given by President 
McCabe in loving memory of his granddaughter, Virginia 
Sturdivant McCabe, born February 1, 1906, died August 
II, I919 $ 500.00 


The Jane Pleasants Harrison Osborne McCabe Fund, given 
by President McCabe in loving memory of his wife, Jane 
Pleasants Harrison Osborne McCabe, who died Nev. 22, 
1912 $ 500.00 
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The Edmund Osborne McCabe Fund, established in loving 
memory of Edmund Osborne McCabe (born February 22, 
1860, died June 5, 1919), from a bequest left by his devoted 


mother, Jane Pleasants Osborne McCabe $ 500.00 
The President W. Gordon McCabe Fund, a bequest from W. 

Gordon McCabe, President of the Society $ 1,000.00 
The Mary Custis Lee Fund, a bequest from Miss Mary Custis 

Lee, daughter of General Robert E. Lee $ 2,000.00 
Daughters of the American Revolution Fund $ 100.00 


Byam K. Stevens Fund, a gift of the late Byam K. Stevens 
of New York $ 750.00 


Edward Wilson James Fund, a bequest from Edward Wilson 
James, of Norfolk, Va., a member of the Executive Com- 
mittee of this Society $ 5,717.22 


The Cyrus Hall McCormick Memorial Fund, a gift from 
members of his family $ 1,000.00 


The Isabella Taliaferro Jones Fund, given as a memorial to 


his mother by Meriwether Jones, Richmond, Va....................- $ 500.00 
Society’s Fund $ 10,174.09 
$ 22,741.31 


There has been a marked increase in the receipts from Annual Dues, 
due in part to increase of membership and in part to more prompt 
payments. 

The growth of the Society has made it impossible for the small staff 
to do all the regular work, especially in the months before each issue 
of the Magazine is published and the quarterly bills are made out. It 


has been absolutely necessary to employ from time to time, additional 
clerical assistance, and payment for this is included in the item of 


“Salaries”. 

The disbursements for “Magazine” include all expense connected 
with the illustrations, which, though adding somewhat to the cost of 
the Magazine, have been most amply justified, both from a historical 
and business point of view. 

Respectfully submitted, 


Rosert A. LANCASTER, JRr., Treasurer. 
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THE LIBRARY 


In 1924, 671 books, pamphlets and periodicals were added, 
and in 1925, 858. There has been the usual difficulty in re- 
gard to lack of space; but this has to some extent been remedied 
by the gift, by an officer of the Society, of a considerable 
amount of shelving in the front basement room. Many volumes 
of public documents and similar books which should be in a 
library like ours, but which are not often called for, have been 
removed from the upper stories to the basement, making room 
for those more in demand. By putting additional shelving 
in the basement we can make space for some time to come. 
How much room for books there will be in “Virginia House” 
cannot be ascertained until it is finished. We hope and expect 
to be able to remove to that place many valuable and interesting 
volumes and to make arrangements in the future so that these 
books in “Virginia House” can be used as a reference library. 

Considerable work has been done during the two years in 
binding and cataloguing books. It has been found that for 
all practical purposes, many pamphlets, leaflets, etc., could be 
collected, stapled and bound in heavy paper. This has been 
economical, and made shelving and cataloguing easier. 

We desire to thank the following ladies, gentlemen and insti- 
tutions for gifts to our library: W. B. Radcliff, Henry H. 
Metcalf, Arthur C. Cole, S. B. Adkins, Harvey E. Fiske, 
Mrs. W. G. Stanard, Mrs, Elizabeth R. Custer, Chapin Jones 
(State Forester of Virginia), Lester T. Sutherland, James E. 
Caldwell, John Stewart Bryan, Fairfax Harrison, Mr. and 
Mrs. A. W. Weddell, E. Dwelly, Walter Geer, Major-General 
W. H. Carter, U. S. A., Roy Bird Cook, Dr. H. B. Mahood, 
Cyrus H. McCormick, Ralph B. Strassberger, Clayton M. Lusk, 
J. R. Rosenberger, Joseph E. Talmage, Mrs. Alexander Mc- 
Kenzie Watson, E. J. Sellers, Armistead C. Gordon, Mrs. 
Chiles Ferrell, Dr. William Tindall, Dr. Stuart McGuire, Dr. 
W. Lowndes Peple, C. W. Grandy, R. D. Fishback, Dr. George 
H. Eyster, Rosewell Page, G. C. Callahan, Judge B. D. White, 
George H. Tickenor, Jr., Miss Lucile Brame, S. C. Williams, 
Adolph Lewisohn, Frank E. Best, Milton W. Humphreys, Miss 
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Mildred L. Rutherford, Gerrard Fowke, Prince Reichstadt- 
Napolean, Julias Rosenwald, Douglas Taylor, Dr. C. M. Kilby, 
William Taylor Thom, R. Walton Moore, Rev. S. C. Bushnell, 
Rev. Marshall Wingfield, Mrs. Le Roy Benjamin Cox, H. M, 
Strickler, Mrs. Selden C. Humphreys, R. T. Lewis Weir, Dr. 
Charles William Dabney, Clifford H. Myers, P. H. Drewry, 
Max J. Kohler, Dr. Philip A. Bruce, Col. Julian M. Cabell, 
U. S. A., John P. McGuire, Emil Braunch, Dr. J. W. Wayland, 
Miss Elizabeth M. Venable, C. S. Brigham, G. A. Plumpton, 
E. P. Buford, A. M. Gover, C. F. Jenkins, Miss May I. Moore, 
Samuel F. Bachelder, Major John W. Guthrie, Mrs. Susanna 
P. Wharton, Mrs. Henrietta McCormick-Goodhart, Miss Mary 
B. Statham, Marshall DeLancey Heywood, Miss Kate Banning, 
Levin Joynes, Miss M. Atherton Leach, Alexander F. Robert- 
son, C. C. Pinckney, Dr. Edmund L. Woodward, H. P. Cook, 
University of Pennsylvania, Wiliam and Mary College, Uni- 
versity of Maine, Historical Section of the United States Ma- 
rine Corps, Virginia War History Commission, “The Vir- 
ginians”, New York; Historical Society of Delaware, National 
Society S. A. R., Superintendent of Documents, Washington, 
D. C., Commission of Relief in Belgium, University of New 
York, D. C. Society of Colonial Wars, General Society of the 
Cincinnati, Virginia State Bar Association, New York Gene- 
alogical and Biographical Society, Department of Archives of 
Canada, Michigan Society S. A. R., New York State Library, 
Smithsonian Institution, Columbia University, Lancaster, Pa. 
Historical Society, U. S. National Museum, American Art 
Association, National Society U. S. Daughters of 1812, Mass. 
Historical Society, Church Council, Rader’s Church, Rock- 
ingham Co., Va.; Library of Congress, Transylvania College, 
Fairfax Club, (W. Va.), Detroit Public Library, American Bar 
Association, University of Virginia, University of Chicago, 
American Historical Society (Chicago). 


GIFTS, 1924 


From Mr. C. Powell Minnigerode, Corcoran Gallery of Art, 
Washington, D. C. A life-mask of Gen. R. E. Lee by the 
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sculptor, Clark Mills. This mask was given to Mr. Minnigerode 
by his predecessor the late Frederick B. McGuire, of Washing- 
ton, and was thought by him to be a death-mask; but since 
it has been in our possession it has been pronounced by a 
European expert to be, certainly, a life-mask. The marks of 
the small cords used to separate the mask before it became 
too hard, are visible on the head. The appearance of the 
beard, as if it had been roughly clipped, is due to the fact that 
it and the face had a covering of vaseline or some similar 
preparation to prevent the plaster from sticking. As an exact 
representation of General Lee’s head this cast is invaluable and 
has been placed in a case specially made for it. 

Bequest from Miss Elizabeth R. Benagh, late of Nashville, 
Tenn. A large box of papers containing extracts from public 
records, manuscript genealogies, and also a copy of Wheeler’s 
History of North Carolina. The papers have been filed and 
indexed. 

From Messrs. Fairfax Harrison, Henry W. Anderson and 
J. Stewart Bryan, in the name of the Society, a contribution 
of $750.00 to the Massachusetts Historical Society to aid that 
Society in collecting, photostating and photographing all copies 
of the Virginia Gazette up to 1790. Photographs of these 
papers will be sold at cost. The Virginia Historical Society will 
purchase copies of all of which we have no originals. They 
will be a most valuable addition to our Virginia historical col- 
lection. 

From Mr. William Jenkins, Jr., Richmond, Virginia. (1) 
A “pepper box” revolver. (2) Old type Colt revolver. (3) 
Four Virginia State bank notes of the Confederate period. 

From Mrs. Eugene C. Massie, Richmond, Virginia. Various 
articles which had belonged to her late husband, an honored 
member of this Society. (1) Two sectional book-cases of 
five sections each. (2) 57 photographs of prominent lawyers, 
including Judge Waller R. Staples, F. H. McGuire, Judge W. 
J. Leake, Hon. George F. Hoar, W. W. Henry, James Pleas- 
ants, etc. (3) Nine group photographs of the Virginia Bar 
Association, 1892-1903. (4) Photographs of members of the 
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Virginia House of Delegates, 1906. (5) Several books in- 
cluding the lot atlas of Richmond, 1876. 

From Mr. Fairfax Harrison, Belvoir, Virginia. A photo- 
graph of an original oil portrait of Governor Francis Fauquier. 

From Mr. Charles P. Keith, Philadelphia, Pa. A large 
number of letters, deeds, and other papers formerly belonging 
to the family of Carter of “Nominy”, in Westmoreland County, 
Va. These have been filed and catalogued. 

From Miss Josephine Yeatman, Lynchburg, Virginia. A 
watch that belonged to her great grandfather, John Patterson 
of “Poplar Grove”, Matthews County. This is the second in- 
teresting old watch given to us within the last few years. 

From Mr. R. D. Fishback, Cincinnati, Ohio. A Bible pub- 
lished in Philadelphia, 1846, containing Fishback family records. 

From Prof. Legh W. Reid, Haverford, Pa. (1) Grant to 
Robert Beverley, of Spotsylvania County, in 1723, the “Oc- 
tonia” tract of 24,000 acres. This land is now chiefly in Green 
County and extends towards Swift Run Gap. (2) Map of 
the “Octonia” grant. 

From Mr. Gerrard Fowke, Madison, Indiana. (1) Type- 
written genealogy of the Fowke family. (2) Typewritten 
genealogy of the Mitchell family, etc. 

From Mrs, O. A. Keach, Wichita, Kansas. Typewritten copy 
of the register of St. Stephen’s Parish, Northumberland County. 

From Mrs. Alexander McKenzie Watson, Louisville, Ky. 
(1) Photostat copy of William Byrd’s “Journal of the Dividing 
Line”, the official report sent to England. From the original in 
the Public Record Office, London, Eng. (2) Photostat copy 
of the entries in the family Bible of Richard Anderson and 
Elizabeth Clough his wife. (3) Photostat copy (from original 
in the Public Record Office, London), in ten sheets, of the 
map of the Northern Neck by Peter Jefferson and Robert 
Brooke. 

From Mr. S. B. Adkins, Richmond, Virginia. Lithograph 
of “Prayer in Stonewall Jackson’s Camp”, from a drawing 
made by G. E. Kramer, orderly. The likenesses are so well 
done that Dr. Hunter McGuire, Dr. James Power Smith and 
others can be readily recognized. 
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From Miss Sue A. Bradford, Springfield, Ill. (1) School 
account-book of Donald Robertson, Schoolmaster, King and 
Queen County, 1764-1771. Donald Robertson was a famous 
teacher and had among his pupils James Madison and others 
who became eminent. So far as is known this is the only 
record of a preparatory school in Colonial Virginia which 
exists, and gives names of pupils, studies, charges, etc. It 
is now in course of publication in the Magazine. (2) Prayer 
Book, published at Edinburgh 1768, with the signature “Rachael 
Robertson, June 30, 1775”, and a family record. 


1925 


Bequest from the late Mr. B. H. Waddell, of Lexington, 
Va., delivered by his executor, Rev. H. W. Pratt, Columbia, 
S.C. (1) A large collection of letters chiefly to Rev. F. W. 
Tremblett and Miss Louisa Tremblett (ardent English friends 
of the Confederacy) from Confederate Naval Officers and 
others in England, and after 1865, from the United States. 
(2) Clippings from English newspapers relating to Capt. 
Semmes and the Alabama. (3) Letters from English sub- 
scribers to the fund to purchase a sword for Capt. Semmes. 
(4) Three buttons from Capt. Semmes’ uniform coat given to 
Miss Tremblett and made by her into a bar pin, and other 
small personal relics of Semmes. This collection has been 
arranged and catalogued. 

From Mr. Preston Davie, New York City, N. Y. Photo- 
graph of a portrait, by Stuart, of Governor James Patton 
Preston. 

From Mr. J. Rives Childs, Lynchburg, Va. (now in the 
Consular service) typewritten copy of an unpublished diary 
of Rev. John Early, afterwards Bishop of the M. E. Church. 
This diary is in course of publication in our Magazine. 

From Mr. Max J. Kohler, New York City, N. Y. An 
autograph letter of Mrs. R. E. Lee, dated Feb. 1, 1873. 

By the kind permission of the Earl of Romney, the repre- 
sentative of the Wyatt family, the Society was permitted to have 
photostat copies made, of such portions as might be selected, 
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of a manuscript volume which belonged to Governor Sir 
Francis Wyatt. Many proclamations and other papers re- 
lating to Virginia were copied. Such of these as are not in 
print will be published in the Magazine. 

From Mr. C. G. Horner, Guthrie, Oklahoma. Photograph 
of a daguerretype, made in 1855 of (General) T. J. Jackson- 

From Mr. William J. Andrews, Raleigh, N. C. Photostat 
copy of a letter from J. E. Early, March 2, 1861, offering his 
services to Governor Letcher. 

From Mrs. Dorothy Wallerstein, New York City, N. Y. 
An autograph letter of Mrs. R. E. Lee, Jan. 31, 1873. 

From Miss Agnes C. Robinson, Washington, D- C. (1) A 
large bundle of manuscripts and newspaper clippings collected 
by her late father, Conway Robinson. (2) A large collection of 
letters (many relating to this Society), old deeds, etc., which 
belonged to Conway Robinson. (3) (Loan) The family Bible 
of Conway Robinson. (4) (Loan) Manuscript copy of the 
Register of Charles Parish, York County. The manuscripts 
and clippings in this collection have been filed and catalogued. 

From Mr. Charles F. Jenkins, Philadelphia, Pa. A patent, 
dated May 30, 1783, to William Brown, signed by Governor 
Beverley Randolph, and a letter from a firm of London mer- 
chants trading with Virginia, dated May 9, 1785. 

From Mr. J. W. Hancock, Roanoke, Va. Aeroplane photo- 
graphs of New London, “Poplar Forest”, Bedford County 
(once owned by Jefferson) and the “Surrender Field”, Ap- 
pomattox. 

From Mrs. Fanny Minor Plummer, Mobile, Ala. (Loan) 
Letter book of John, Landon and Charles Carter, as executors 
of their brother Robert Carter, of “Nominy”. 

From Mrs. Julia Grant Moore, Richmond, Va. An old doll- 
house, old doll-bed, old school-desk (all made in Richmond) 
and various articles formerly used in the household. 

From Mr. H. S. Grigsby, Richmond, Va. Framed copy of 
New York Herald, April 15, 1865. 

From Mr. Fairfax Harrison, Belvoir, Va. “Gooch Papers”, 
1727-1751. Three bound volumes of typewritten copies of 
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letters of Governor Gooch and Presidents Blair, Lee and Bur- 
well. These papers are of much value and will be published in 
the Magazine. 

From Judge Daniel Grinnan, Richmond, Va. (1) Elaborate 
legal papers in regard to the bankruptcy of James Dunlop, 
Virginia merchant, of London, 1786. (2) Printed session acts 
of the General Assembly of Virginia at the session begun Sept. 
9, 1758. 

From Mr. R. L. Chesterman, Richmond, Va. (1) Framed 
photograph, taken soon after 1865 of some of the survivors of 
Company F, 1st Va. Regiment, C. S. A. (2) Framed colored 
drawing, by M. Omerhiger, of a mess of the Richmond Light 
Infantry Blues, 46th Va. Regiment, C. S. A. 

From Mrs. Charles O’Brien Cowardin, Richmond, Va. 
Framed copy of the Richmond Dispatch, Oct. 18, 1851. It 
may be mentioned here that the Society recently acquired a copy 
of the Richmond Whig, April 13, 1865. 

From Mrs. Sarah Robertson, Amherst, Va. Several letters, 
1826, 1848, etc. 

From Mr. L. A. Harrison, Huntington, W. Va. A letter 
from Isham Randolph, Dungeness, Feb. 9, 1786 to his daughter. 

From Mr. W. L. Waring, Richmond, Va. Several old 
papers, some relating to hiring slaves. 

From Miss Lucie P. Stone, Hollins, Va. Letter from Isaac 
N. Cocke, Charlestown, Oct. 2, 1859, describing the execution 
of John Brown. 

From Rev. Joseph B. Dunn, Richmond, Va. 37 old news- 
papers, 1773-1876, chiefly Maryland issues. 

From Messrs. W. B. Harrison, Jr., Miller School, Va., 
and L. A. Harrison, Huntington, W. Va. The original grant 
of “Clifton”, now in Cumberland County, to Thomas Ran- 
dolph, Dec. 16, 1723, signed by Governor Hugh Drysdale. 


THE MAGAZINE, 1924 


Volumes XXXII and XXXIII were published in 1924 and 
1925 respectively. We have been fortunate in the material 
included in each volume. As usual we are indebted to Mr. 
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Fairfax Harrison for valuable records obtained from England, 
In 1924 appeared, edited by Mr. Harrison, the diary of Mrs. 
Brown, whose husband was an officer in Braddock’s Army. 
The same gentleman furnished copies of a series of letters in 
regard to the Virginia clergy written by Governor Gooch to 
the Bishop of London, 1727-1749. These letters were admirably 
edited by Rev. G. McLaren Brydon, historiographer of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Virginia. 

Instalments of the Minutes of the Virginia Council (1726- 
53) with notes were published in each number during the year. 

Mr. David I. Bushnell, Jr., of the Bureau of Ethnology, 
contributed and edited some interesting papers on a proposed 
expedition against Detroit in 1778. The charming series of 
letters of Mrs. Kennon, and the Quit Rent Rolls for 1704 were 
continued throughout the year, the latter including the counties 
of King William, King and Queen and Gloucester. Three 
instalments of “Virginia Gleanings in England” (Wills) were 
given and lists of “Virginia State Troops in the Revolution” ap- 
peared in two numbers. Notes and Queries, book reviews and 
genealogies were up to the usual standard. 

The amount of information available made the Harrison 
genealogy not merely a table of descents; but included much 
data in regard to social and economic history. The forty-four 
illustrations, portraits, views of houses, fac-similes, etc., added 
greatly to the value and interest of the volume. 


1925 


The outstanding feature of Vol. XX XIII was the very care- 
fully studied and documented paper, by Mr. Harrison, en- 
titled “The Proprietors of the Northern Neck. Chapters in 
Culpeper Genealogy”. It is a model of the way in which the 
history of a family can be given together with the public events 
with which its members were associated. It was begun in 
April 1925 and completed in January 1926. The illustrations 
are numerous and of much interest. The same gentleman con- 
tributed a paper which, for the first time, gave the details of 
the life of Col. Henry Norwood, refugee loyalist, author of 
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the well-known “Voyage to Virginia”, and long treasurer of 
the Colony. 

Instalments of the Kennon Letters, Council Journals, Gooch 
Letters to the Bishop of London, and the Quit Rent Rolls, 
were continued. A document of unusual type was the diary 
of the Rev. John Early of the Methodist Church, afterwards 
the well-known Bishop. The introduction was written by the 
Rt. Rev. Collins Denny. This diary gives a remarkable picture 
of the work of an early Methodist minister and of the re- 
ligious life of the time. It will be continued. “A Lee Mis- 
cellany” contained a tribute to General Lee by that distinguished 
soldier, General W. H. Carter; an account of the discovery 
of a portrait of General Lee’s mother, by Mr. Francis A. 
MacNutt, and an unpublished letter of the General’s from an 
original in the possession of Miss Henrietta H. Wright. From 
1758 to 1769 Donald Robertson taught a famous school in 
King and Queen County and had James Madison and others, 
afterwards prominent, as his scholars. Miss Sue A. Bradford, 
of Springfield, Ill., a descendent, has given us Robertson’s 
school account book with the names of the pupils, studies, 
charges, etc. So far as is known it is the only remaining 
record in full of a Virginia preparatory school and will be 
published nearly in full. 

An interesting and timely paper, “Elizabeth Washington of 
Hayfield”, by Mr. W. B. McGroarty, attracted considerable 
attention. Many shorter papers and the usual features, Notes 
and Queries, etc., appeared in each number. There were 30 
illustrations, portraits, views, two maps and a chart of the Cul- 
peper family. 

During 1926 will appear the Council Journals, Quit Rent 
Rolls, Kennon Letters, Early Diary, Robertson School Ac- 
counts, Virginia State Troops in the Revolution and Virginia 
Gleanings in England. As space is available several interesting 
diaries (some giving valuable information as to agriculture 
in Virginia), a long and interesting series of unpublished 
letters of members of the Byrd family, the Letters of Gov- 
ernor Gooch, and Presidents Lee, Blair and Burwell, and the 
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Wyatt papers, copied with Lord Romney’s permission, are 
the publications immediately in view. 


NECROLOGY 
1924 
Life Members 
Col. H. C. Clement, U. S. A., Chatham, Va. 
Dr. W. C. Stubbs, New Orleans, La. 


Annual Members 


Walter Adams, Framingham, Mass. 
Thomas Atkinson, Richmond, Va. 

Capt. James B. Baylor, “Newmarket”, Va. 
August Belmont, New York, N. Y. 

Judge George L. Christian, Richmond, Va. 
Dr. R. F. Compton, Charlottesville, Va. 
James D. Crump, Richmond, Va. 

Charles Davenport, Richmond, Va. 
General Charles L. Fitzhugh, Washington, D. C. 
Rev. E. L. Goodwin, D. D., Ashland, Va. 
Gaillard Hunt, Washington, D. C. 

Eugene C. Massie, Richmond, Va. 

Dudley McDonald, Richmond, Va. 

S. C. Neale, Washington, D. C. 

Howard Sheild, Norfolk, Va. 

E. E. Wright, New Orleans, La. 


1925 
Life Members 


Mrs. William Ruffin Cox, Richmond, Va. 
W. H. Waterman, New Bedford, Mass. 
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Annual Members 


General Charles J. Anderson, Richmond, Va. 
Horace J. Buchanan, Richmond, Va. 
Richard Evelyn Byrd, Richmond, Va. 

Col. Benehan Cameron, Raleigh, N. C. 

Mrs. Millard H. Crawford, Shepherdstown, W. Va. 
Edward Denham, New Bedford, Mass. 
Frank W. Duke, Richmond, Va. 

Spotswood Garland, Wilmington, Delaware. 
Dr. George T. Harrison, Charlottesville, Va. 
Dr. A. S. Priddy, Colony, Va. 

Thomas O. Smith, Birmingham, Ala. 

Charles Steele, New York, N. Y. 

Sterling Wood, Birmingham, Ala. 

Miss Willie Wyatt, Montgomery, Ala. 


Here, assembled in general meeting, the Society desires to 
put on record its sincere regret for their loss. At the same time 
we feel a pride, mingled with sadness, that we have had such 
men and women on our rolls. 


“Lee House”, which the Society has occupied since 1893 
through the generosity of Mrs. John Stewart and her daughters 
is a home that is dear to our hearts. Here, after many wander- 
ings, after much buffeting, after perils of peace and war, after 
many losses, we found a secure refuge and even if our purse 
has been lean we have had here peace and encouragement to 
press forward. The fact that our stock of valuable materials 
has greatly increased and that “Lee House”, while a sub- 
stantial brick building, is not fire-proof, has caused us many 
anxious nights. The protection of our historical property 
has been the subject of anxious discussion at many meetings 
of your Executive Committee, but for lack of funds no so- 
lution of the problem had been reached until about a year 
ago there came the intimation that Mr. and Mrs. Alexander 
W. Weddell planned another home for the Society which 
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would be artistic in design, afford abundant space and would 
be fire-proof. This would give us two homes, the old and the 
new. The news seemed too good to be true but true it was, 
and “Virginia House” is now in process of construction. As 
Mr. Weddell and his architect, Mr. Morse, studied the con- 
ditions and developed their plans these were all explained to 
the Executive Committee and approved by it. The site selected 
for “Virginia House” is in a beautiful residential tract laid 
off at great expense by Mr. Thos. C. Williams and from its 
windows will be seen the gleaming river and a wide landscape. 
The place can be reached at present within fifteen minutes from 
the Jefferson Hotel over a good road that passes under a well- 
preserved Confederate fort that formed a part of the outer 
fortifications of Richmond from 1861 to 1865. The entire plot 
of ground contains about one acre and there will be a broad 
open space between it and the James. The first floor will be 
a long baronial hall with a high pitch over which will be a 
small living apartment for the use of the Society and the rest 
of the second floor will be used by Mr. Weddell as the library 
for his private dwelling which will be connected with Sulgrave 
Manor. Beneath the hall and of the same length and breadth, 
is a deep cellar, well lighted and dry, for the use of the Society. 
It is needless to give more than this mere outline of Virginia 
House at this meeting because all will prefer to read the 
excellent account of it given in the last (January) number 
prepared by our accomplished corresponding secretary in his 
“Homes of the Society”. During the lives of Mr. and Mrs. 
Weddell the “Virginia House” will be for the use of the 
Society and when they are gone (may Heaven preserve them) 
the entire property will fall to the Society in fee-simple. Let 
us devoutly hope that the means may be vouchsafed to us to 
fit up and maintain “Virginia House” in a manner becoming 
to the building, and that the rising interest in Virginia History 
and the increasing wealth of our people will drive want from 
our door. 

In closing I desire to say that Mr. Wm. G. Stanard, our 
corresponding secretary, should receive the warm thanks of 
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the Society for his incessant and fertile labours in its behalf. 
I make this encomium no stronger out of my regard to his 
feelings. 
Respectfully submitted, 
DANIEL GRINNAN, 
Chairman Executive Committee. 


The next business was the election of officers and members 
of the Executive Committee. It having been moved that a 
nominating committee be appointed, the chairman named the 
following gentlemen: Rev. Z. S. Farland, Messrs. R. C. 
Wight and C. C. Anderson. 

The nominating committee retired. 

During the interim Mr. W. G. Stanard gave an account of 
the most generous and timely offer of Mr. and Mrs. Alexander 
Weddell to build a house for the Society, of the progress of the 
building up to the time of this meeting and of the proceedings 
of Executive Committee, and offered, for the action of the 
Society, a resolution (prepared by Judge Grinnan) thanking 
the donors. It is as follows: 

“At a regularly called and constituted meeting of the mem- 
bers of the Virginia Historical Society held this 15th day of 
April, 1926, at the House of the Society in the City of Rich- 
mond, it was unanimously resolved that the cordial thanks of 
the Society be tendered to Mr. and Mrs. Alexander W. Wed- 
dell for their most generous and opportune gift to the Society, 
of Virginia House now being constructed, to be modeled after 
Sulgrave Manor, upon the terms made known at this meeting 
and that the action already taken by the Executive Committee 
of the Society in accepting said donation on behalf of the So- 
ciety be ratified and approved and that a copy of this reso- 
lution be transmitted by the Corresponding Secretary to Mr. 
and Mrs. Alexander W. Weddell.” 

The resolution was unanimously and enthusiastically adopted. 


The Nominating Committee returned, and Mr. Farland, for 
the Committee, nominated the following gentlemen, who were 
on motion elected: 
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